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Grade 6-8 “2021 Arizona Law Day” Lesson Plan

Objectives:  Students will…
· understand what “Rule of Law” refers to.
· learn the importance of 2 laws that protect the school learning environment.
· write a poem or paragraph explaining the importance of adhering to rules/laws.

Standards:
· 6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
· 7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
· 8.C2.3 Analyze concepts and ideals such as majority and minority rights, civil dissent, and
the rule of law.
· (6-8) W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
· (6-8) W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Materials:
· American Bar Association Video: What is the Rule of Law? https://lawforkids.org/law-day-video-resources  
· Laws Handout (see pg. 3)
· Law Chart (see pg. 4) 
· Poem and Paragraph Writing Tips Handout (see below lesson plan)
· [bookmark: _Hlk65147870]Law Day Contest Handout for each student: https://lawforkids.org/law-day-contest 

Timeframe: 30 Minutes

1. Announce to students that the class will be participating in National Law Day with this lesson and other activities.  By participating, student’s work may be entered in a state contest where the winners receive an iPad!
2. Explain that this year’s theme is “Advancing the Rule of Law”.  Show the website video from the American Bar Association:  What is the Rule of Law? https://lawforkids.org/law-day-video-resources 
3. Ask students to share one “Take-Away” from the video.    
4. Explain that the class will focus on 2 laws that pertain to school life and how “Rule of Law” applies.  Provide the Laws Handout (see pg. 3) to each student.  
5. Instruct students to review the handout and highlight key areas.  Call on volunteers to share one key point for the law on “Drug Free Zone”.  Then call on different volunteers to share one key point on the “Disrupting of Educational Environment” law.  
6. Next, divide the class into 8 groups and display the Law Chart (see pg. 4).  Assign each group a section of the chart and instruct students to each add one idea to their assigned section.  
7. Call on volunteers from each group to read off their section of the chart.  Instruct students to add checkmarks to items they liked or especially agreed with.    
8. Instruct students to each choose either a poem or a paragraph to write.  Students can practice on separate paper.  For additional writing tips, see the Poem Writing Tips and Paragraph Writing Tips located at the end of this lesson.
9. Explain to students, that their writing should express or explain why it is important for everyone to follow the law and how the learning would be disrupted if the law was not followed.  
10. When students are ready to record their final version, provide the Law Day Contest Handout.  
11. Call on volunteers to share their work.  
12. The facilitator can choose the top 3 entries from each class to submit on https://lawforkids.org/law-day-contest 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Poetry Writing Tips Handout
1. Write the poem following the beat or rhythm of a familiar rhyme like “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” or verse from a favorite song.
2. Use figurative language such as:  
· Hyperboles-exaggerations
· Personification-animals or objects have human qualities
· Metaphors-comparisons without “like” or “as”
· Similes-comparisons with “like” or “as”
· Onomatopoeia-the word sounds like the meaning
· Alliterations-repeating consonant sound at the beginning of each word
· Idioms-expression that means something different than the words used


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paragraph Writing Tips Handout

Topic  
1-2 Complete Sentences
(State your point)

Supporting Ideas
3-5 Sentences
(Provide evidence-explanations-examples)

Conclusion
1-2 Sentences
(Refer to the topic sentence and sum up the main idea)


Laws Handout

Drug Free Zone: (13-3411. Possession, use, sale or transfer of marijuana, peyote, prescription drugs, dangerous drugs or narcotic drugs or manufacture of dangerous drugs in a drug free school zone; violation; classification; definitions)

“Drug Free Zone” is an area within three hundred feet of the area surrounding the school’s campus.  School bus stops and any school vehicle that transport students may have an area of 1000 feet established as the “Drug Free School Zone” 

Offenses such as buying, selling, distributing, or using illegal drugs is not only illegal but also carries a harsher penalty if convicted, than if the same offense was committed outside the zone.   

Examples of Illegal drugs not allowed in “Drug Free Zones”: marijuana, prescription marijuana, prescription drugs without a prescription, tobacco products, vaping devices, alcohol, and dangerous drugs.  

Adults charges with drug offenses in a “Drug Free Zone” receive increased penalties with criminal charges, jail time and fines.  Juveniles may be charged with an offense one level higher.  They may be suspended or expelled from school, along with receiving juvenile court decisions such as counselling, probation, fines, jail time.  

Read more- https://lawforkids.org/school-offenses 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Disruption of Educational Environment (13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification; definitions)

If a person threatens to cause physical injury to any school staff member or student or threatens to cause damage to school property or the property of anyone attending or working at the school, they can be charged with a crime.

If anyone is trespassing on school property, disrupts or interferes with instruction or the use of school property by those working and attending school, they can be charged with a crime. 

If a person refuses to obey a lawful order to leave the property by a school official, officer or employee of an educational institutional, they may be charged with a crime.

Read more - https://lawforkids.org/school-offenses


Law Chart

	Group 1: Drug Free Zone
List one idea of what may happen if this law is not followed by everyone.









	Group 2: Drug Free Zone
List one way this law may keep the learning environment safe.



	Group 3: Drug Free Zone
List 1 word to describe this law or how you feel about this law.








	Group 4: Drug Free Zone
List one fact about this law.



	Group 5: Disruption of Educational Environment
List one idea of what may happen if this law is not followed by everyone.








	Group 6: Disruption of Educational Environment
List one way this law may keep the learning environment safe.



	Group 7: Disruption of Educational Environment
List 1 word to describe this law or how you feel about this law.








	Group 8: Disruption of Educational Environment
List one fact about this law.
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