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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

 2022 Arizona Law Day
“If I Made the Rules…” Lesson Plan
Grade 3-5

Objectives: Students will…
· understand the purpose of “Law Day”.
· learn what may happen when rules are not followed.
· illustrate by drawing a picture and creating a new school or classroom rule.

Materials:
· Calendar or display with the 12 months and the days of the month
· Class board and markers
· Arizona Law Day Contest Handout for each student: https://lawforkids.org/law-day-contest
· Art supplies for each student for their drawing

Timeframe: 20 Minutes

1. Share with students your favorite celebration and one way you acknowledge it. 
2. Ask students to think about their favorite celebration and write down ways they acknowledge it. Call on volunteers to share their favorite celebration and one way they acknowledge it.  
3. Inform students that the United States Government recognizes certain holidays and certain national days. A national day is a day on the calendar that provides opportunities to acknowledge the day and celebrate it with special events and activities.  
4. Explain that May 1 is Law Day. Show a calendar or a classroom display with 12 months and ask a volunteer to show what day it is today and where May 1 is. 
5. Further explain that Law Day is a day we can celebrate how rules and laws help protect our rights and keep us safe.  
6. Next, explain that a right should be given to all people in a community. Learning is a student right. All students at this school have the right to learn in a safe environment.
7. Inform students that this year, Law Day is focusing on the Constitution. The United States Constitution is a set of rules that guides how our country should work and that the Arizona Constitution guides how our state should work. 
8. Schools have something similar that helps guide how the school is run in a fair and safe way. It is called the school rules and they are usually listed in the school student handbook. Ask students to brainstorm with you, a list of rules at school that everyone should follow that helps protect learning. Record ideas as they are suggested.  
Possible Responses: Wait your turn, use kind words instead of putdowns, ask permission before borrowing someone’s school supplies, allow others to listen and see the teacher when they are teaching, use school supplies correctly, place school supplies back where they came from, etc. 
9. Instruct students to write down a sentence or two on their notebook paper, that explains what may happen if someone does not follow the rules that protect learning at school.  
10. Call on volunteers to share their sentences.
11. Distribute the Arizona Law Day Contest Handout to students and inform them that they get to pretend that they are making the rules for their classroom or school! Instruct them to create a NEW rule they think is very important and applies to everyone. Students may have an opportunity to have their drawing entered in a contest for a chance to win an iPad!
12. Students should draw a picture of their new rule and include 1-3 sentences explaining why their rule is important to the school community. Students should write their names on the back of their drawing.  
13. Invite volunteers to share their drawings and sentences with their peers.
14. The facilitator should then collect the drawings and choose the top 3 from each class to submit to the 2022 Arizona Law Day Contest at https://lawforkids.org/law-day-contest.
15. [bookmark: _Hlk94958136]One winner in each grade division will receive an iPad!

[bookmark: _Hlk95475873][bookmark: _Hlk95476073]Lesson Debrief: Ask volunteers to share why they chose their new classroom or school rule. 

Standards: 
· 3.C1.1 Describe civic virtues and democratic principles within a variety of government structures, societies, and/or communities within Arizona.
· 3.VA.CR.13a Create an imaginative artwork.
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