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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

2022 Arizona Law Day
“If I Could Create a 28th Amendment” Lesson Plan
Grade 9-12

Objectives: Students will…
· understand the amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
· discuss the importance of amendments.
· create a 28th amendment. 

Materials:
· [bookmark: _Hlk65147870]Article V of the U.S. Constitution: https://lawforkids.org/u-s-constitution/490-article-5-section-1
· Amendments to U.S. Constitution: https://lawforkids.org/amendments
· Arizona Law Day Contest Handout for each student: https://lawforkids.org/law-day-contest
· Paper and Writing Utensils

Timeframe: 30 Minutes
1. Announce to students that the class will be participating in National Law Day with this lesson. By participating, student’s work may be entered in the 2022 Arizona Law Day Contest where the winners receive an iPad!
2. Explain to students that they will discuss amendments and will have the chance to create a 28th amendment. 
3. Explain to students that an amendment is a change to the Constitution and that Article V of the Constitution explains the amendment process. 
4. Display Article V on LawForKids.org and read the short version to the class at https://lawforkids.org/u-s-constitution/490-article-5-section-1.
5. Have students take out a piece of paper and writing utensil. Ask students to write down as many of the 27 amendments as they can remember.
6. Ask students to turn to their neighbor and share their amendments with each other in pairs. After students have shared in their pairs, ask for volunteers to share their responses with the class.
7. Direct students to https://lawforkids.org/amendments and provide a few minutes for students to view the amendments. 
8. Ask for volunteers to share with the class, amendments that were not discussed. 
9. Divide students into small groups of 4-5 students and ask them to discuss which amendment they feel is the most important and why. 
10. Have students write a list of their five top amendments in the Constitution and the reason each one of the five is considered one of their most important. 
11. Then call on groups to share what their group discussed. 
12. [bookmark: _Hlk95156748]Tell students they will now have a chance to create a 28th amendment. Explain that the new amendment needs to be constitutional; meaning it cannot violate any current laws and cannot discriminate against a group or groups of people.  
13. Allow students to brainstorm their ideas for a 28th amendment in their small groups. 
14. Once students have had a chance to brainstorm, instruct students to individually choose a topic and write what the 28th amendment should be and why. Explain to students that their writing should express why their new amendment is important and needed and how it is constitutional.   
15. Provide the Arizona Law Day Contest Handout to students.
16. Explain to students that they will use their writing to create a video that is 2 minutes or less in duration. Students may use phones, tablets, or other devices to create their videos. 
17. The facilitator should choose the top 3 entries from each class to submit at https://lawforkids.org/law-day-contest.

Lesson Debrief: Ask volunteers to share why they chose the topic they did for their 28th amendment. 

Standards:
· (9-12).W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
· (9-12).W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
· (9-12).SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
· HS.C2: Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities.
· HS.C4: Process, rules, and laws direct how individuals are governed and how society addresses problems.
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