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 2023 Arizona Law Day
“Being Kind When Disagreeing” Lesson Plan
Grade K-2

Objectives: Students will…
· understand how to treat others with respect.
· learn what the outcome is when people disagree civilly.
· draw a picture of a person being kind in a disagreement.

Materials:
· 12-month calendar or display showing all 12 months
· Class board and markers
· Art supplies for each student for their drawing
· 8.5” x 11” size paper for each student

Timeframe: 30 Minutes

1. Explain that in the United States, on May 1, “Law Day” is celebrated. 
2. Ask a volunteer to show where May is on a calendar or classroom display showing the names of the 12 months of the year. Another student can point to where the 1st day of May is on a calendar or display of the days in May.
3. Tell students that sometimes we have disagreements with other people. Just because people disagree, does not mean that we must be mean or disrespectful. Sometimes we disagree with people who we like.  
4. Ask students to give an example of what people may disagree about. 
Possible Responses: 
· [bookmark: _Int_Daqm85wx]Whose turn is it?
· Who gets to be first?
· What should we play with at recess?
5. Elaborate on the response regarding who gets to be first and ask who is the line leader this week? Skip this step if you do not have class jobs such as line leader. Share that in our classroom, we have rules about who gets to be first or who gets to lead a classroom helper job. Since we have rules, there does not need to be a disagreement on who gets to lead the line.
6. People in government sometimes disagree as well. We find rules that guide us outside of school in a constitution. Explain that the United States Constitution is a set of rules that guides how our country should work and that the Arizona Constitution guides how our state should work. 
7. Write, “Law Day” on the board and ask a volunteer to circle the word, “Law.” 
8. Explain that a law is like a rule. You follow rules to keep safe. A law is a rule that everyone must follow to keep safe.  
9. Ask students to provide examples of some rules for being kind that schools and families have talked about.
Possible Responses:
· Wait your turn to speak.
· Use kind words.
· Treat others the way you want to be treated. 
· Ask before taking something that is not yours.
10. Explain that sometimes, people disagree about what a rule means, or in some instances, there is not a rule.
11. Ask students to talk to their tablemates or another student near them to share what food they think is the best. 
12. This is an example where there may not be a rule but an opinion. Explain to students that there is not always just one correct answer. Ask 3 or 4 students to share what they think the best food is. Point out that not everyone said the same thing. That is OK, right? There is not a rule that tells us that. Everyone can say what they think is the best food. 
13. Explain that sometimes, people cannot agree. They do not think someone has followed rules or they do not agree with the other person’s idea. Sometimes, people forget to be kind during a disagreement.
14. Ask students what they might say to someone who said that you must agree with them when you did not agree. Ask them how you could be kind when you do not agree with them. Call on students to give examples.
Examples:
· I am sorry, I do not agree with you.
· It is OK for you to think that, but I do not think that way.
· That is OK, we will disagree on that idea.
· We can both think that a different book is best.
15. [bookmark: _Hlk95476317]Inform the class that they will have a chance to draw a person being kind in a disagreement and write the description of how the person is being kind on their drawing. Students may have an opportunity to have their drawing entered in a contest for a chance to win an iPad!
16. Provide each student with drawing supplies and a 8.5” x 11” size piece of paper. The drawing should be on the 8.5” x 11” size paper and should NOT include the student’s last name on the front of the page.
17. After completing their drawings, invite students to share their drawings with their peers and how the person is being kind.
18. The facilitator should then collect the drawings and choose the top 3 from each class to submit to the 2023 Arizona Law Day Contest at https://lawforkids.org/law-day-contest. One winner in each grade 
             division will receive an iPad!

Lesson Debrief: Ask volunteers to share how they would have a disagreement but be nice to the other   person.

Standards: 
· K.C1.1 Apply values of respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within schools and communities.
· K.C4.1 Explain how people work together to identify and solve problems within the classroom and school.
· K.H2.1 Explain the benefits of cooperation and compromise as ways to solve problems.
· 2V.CN.10.2 Create works of art about events in home, school, or community life.
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