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 2023 Arizona Law Day
“Remaining Civil in a Disagreement” Lesson Plan
Grade 6-8

Objectives: Students will…
· understand the importance of civil discourse in society.
· discuss the benefits of remaining civil in a disagreement.
· create an anchor chart as a guide for others in social civility. 

Materials:
· Amendments to the U.S. Constitution: https://lawforkids.org/amendments
· [bookmark: _Hlk95475344]Paper and writing utensils
· Large paper for anchor chart
· Class board and markers

[bookmark: _Int_aY73btoI]Timeframe: 30 Minutes
1. Announce to students that the class will be participating in National Law Day with this lesson. By participating, student’s work may be entered in the 2023 Arizona Law Day Contest where the winners receive an iPad!
2. Explain to students that they will discuss the idea of remaining civil in a disagreement and the benefits of doing so.
3. Ask students to discuss with their partner or small group what “being civil in a disagreement” means to them.
4. [bookmark: _Int_dWB87DWb]Call on volunteers to share out possible responses. Reinforce the examples that best demonstrate civility. Civility can be defined as being kind or polite to someone else. Continue that thought process by asking students what that may look like in conversations with others.
[bookmark: _Int_Fyc2lRzt][bookmark: _Int_bn4UGJq9]Possible Responses: No name calling, don’t resort to violence, don’t post negative comments about the person afterwards, etc.  
5. Ask students to use their knowledge of current events and describe some examples of consequences when the participants did NOT handle themselves in a civil manner. Asking for what the consequences were, not how the people behaved. Ask for responses in a “cause and effect” format, such as because of this, that happened. Make sure they do not give the names of students in their examples. Record the effect of suggested behaviors.
Possible Responses: Lack of progress toward community goals > no progress for community needs; Physical fight on campus > suspension from school; name calling in a disagreement > loss of friendship, etc. 
6. Ask students to once again, in their groups, to discuss how that civil behavior would have had a different result. Make sure to focus on the difference that may occur had civility been shown to each other. Have each group share an example and create an anchor chart of “Civil Actions”.
Possible Response/Example: Name calling in a disagreement/behavior changed to listening respectfully to each other’s opinion and taking time to calm down before responding. A new consequence could be that friendship is still intact.
7. [bookmark: _Int_v69cZEnw]Have each group take out a piece of paper and a writing utensil. Instruct the groups to describe 3 benefits of remaining civil in a disagreement. Have each group include at least 1 personal benefit and 1 benefit to the community. Community can be their school, family, friendship group, etc.  
8. Call on each group to share at least 1 benefit and record them on the board.   
9. Explain to students that they will use their writing to create a video (2 minutes or less in duration), a poster (8.5” x 11” size), or digital image (8.5” x 11” size paper) that answers – “What are the benefits of remaining civil in a disagreement?” List and describe 3 benefits. 
10. The facilitator should choose the top 3 entries from each class to submit at https://lawforkids.org/law-day-contest. This page also lists the rules for the contest. One winner in each grade division will receive an iPad!

Lesson Debrief: Ask volunteers to share the importance of civility on their own campus. 

Standards:
· 6.C4.1 Explain challenges and opportunities people and groups face when solving local, regional, and/or global problems.
· 6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
· 8.C2.3 Analyze concepts and ideals such as majority and minority rights, civil dissent, and
the rule of law.
· (6-8) W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
· (6-8) W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
· (6-8) W.6 Use technology, including the internet, to type and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to complete a writing task in a single sitting.
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