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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

2023 Arizona Law Day
“The Constitution’s Impact on Civility” Lesson Plan
Grade 9-12

Objectives: Students will…
· understand the concept of civil discourse and the U.S. Constitution.
· discuss the importance of free flow of thought.
· create a PSA regarding how knowledge of the Constitution could help resolve conflict. 

Materials:
· [bookmark: _Hlk65147870]U.S. Constitution: https://lawforkids.org/u-s-constitution 
· Paper and writing utensils
· Sticky notes for each group

[bookmark: _Int_MDa07Ben]Timeframe: 30 Minutes
1. Announce to students that the class will be participating in National Law Day with this lesson. By participating, student’s work may be entered in the 2023 Arizona Law Day Contest where the winners receive an iPad!
2. Explain to students that they will discuss the concept of knowledge and civil discourse.
3. [bookmark: _Int_f38on2r4]Ask the following question to students: Is it correct that the Constitution guarantees you the ability to say anything you want to say in class? While intended to generate humor, when most stop laughing, ask them the fallacy in the statement. It should be stated that the First Amendment does guarantee freedom but there are limitations put on that freedom, including libel and slander and disruption to the learning environment.   
4. Follow up that question with: If that person had a better knowledge level of the Constitution, how would it affect their point of view? Reinforce the concept of knowledge is power, both in life and in a discussion.
5. [bookmark: _Int_MBs3zROe]Then, ask students to grab a sticky note and individually write a definition for the phrase “civil discourse”. Encourage students to discuss the definitions and produce a group definition for the term. 
Compare definitions from each group and focus on the similar use of thoughts and ideas.
6. Instruct students in small groups to discuss specific areas and then list out 3 or 4 areas where the Constitution is relevant in our life. Ask for groups to share out their “best” example. These can be recorded for future use.
Possible Responses: Voting rights, citizenship rights, limitations to free speech, etc.
7. Further ask their discussion groups to discuss specific examples of issues where an informed person can help move a conversation/discussion away from discord through knowledge of the law.
8. Once students have had a chance to brainstorm, instruct students to individually choose 3 examples they are comfortable working with because they will be creating a visual that demonstrates at least three separate ways constitutional knowledge can help resolve differences.
9. Explain to students that they will create a video (2 minutes or less in duration), poster (8.5” x 11” size), or digital image (8.5” x 11” size paper) that answers – “How does an increased understanding of the Constitution and its amendments help resolve differences?”  
10. The facilitator should choose the top 3 entries from each class to submit at https://lawforkids.org/law-day-contest. This page also lists the rules for the contest. One winner in each grade division will receive an iPad!

Lesson Debrief: Ask volunteers to share why they chose the topic they did for their poster, video, or digital image. 

Standards:
· [bookmark: _Int_hk6HZSFd](9-12).W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
· [bookmark: _Int_EyvpvgZc](9-12).W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
· [bookmark: _Int_zVMIvau6](9-12).L.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
· SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
· HS.SP4.3 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument.
· HS.C1.1 Explain the significance of civic virtues to a well-functioning constitutional republic.
· HS.C1.3 Explain and use deliberative processes implemented in various civic and political institutions.
· HS.C4: Process, rules, and laws direct how individuals are governed and how society addresses problems.
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