
iCivics Lessons 

Arizona Common Core Standard for ELA 

and Literacy in History/Social Studies  

Speaking and Listening – Grade 6 

Unit ~ Foundations of Government 
 

 

The State of the State 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a.  Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set 

specific goals and deadlines and define 

individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

(7.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

researched material under study; explicitly 

draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track 

progress toward specific goals and deadlines 

and define individual roles as needed. 

 (8.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

researched material under study; explicitly 

draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

  (6.SL.1) 



Who Rules? Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a.  Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set 

specific goals and deadlines and define 

individual roles as needed. 

 

Limiting Government 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set 

specific goals and deadlines and define 

individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

(6.SL.2) 

Interpret information presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally) and 

explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under 

study. 

  

Why Government 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

e. Review the key ideas expressed and 



demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

Roots of Democracy (6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set 

specific goals and deadlines and define 

individual roles as needed. 

c. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

(6.SL.2) 

Interpret information presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally) and 

explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under 

study. 

Unit ~ The Constitution 
 

 

Hey King:  Get Off Our Backs! 

 

 

 

 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 



 

Wanted:  A Just Right Government 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

  

Bill of Rights:  You Mean I’ve Got Rights 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

 

Interpreting the Constitution:  What 

Does That Mean? 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set 

specific goals and deadlines and define 

individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

(6.SL.2) 

Interpret information presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally) and 

explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under 

study. 



(6.SL.4) 

Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically 

and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to 

accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye 

contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

Unit ~ Executive Branch 
 

 

For the President, All in a Day’s Work 

 

 

 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

b. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

 

Executive Roles:  Money Doesn’t Grow 

on Trees 
 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set 

specific goals and deadlines and define 

individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

(6.SL.2) 

Interpret information presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally) and 

explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under 

study. 

Foreign Policy:  War and Peace and 

Everything in Between 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 



with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

Unit ~ Judicial Branch 
 

 

Judicial Branch in a Flash 

 

 

 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a.  Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

Judicial Deep Dive (6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a.  Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

What Courts Do:  James Bond in a 

Honda 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set 

specific goals and deadlines and define 

individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 



elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

(6.SL.2) 

Interpret information presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally) and 

explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under 

study. 

(6.SL.3) 

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 

distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and 

evidence from claims that are not. 

(6.SL.4) 

Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically 

and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to 

accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye 

contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

(6.SL.6) 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 

demonstrating command if formal English when 

indicated or appropriate.  (See grade 6 Language 

standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

Unit ~ Politics and Public Policy 
 

 

Candidate Evaluation 

 

 

 

 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

(6.SL.3) 

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 

distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and 

evidence from claims that are not. 

 

Mock Election 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 



with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on 

the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. 

b. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

(6.SL.3) 

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 

distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and 

evidence from claims that are not. 

  

Voting Rights 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

b. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

 

Unit ~ State and Local 

Government 
 

On the Level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

b. Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

 

The Great State 

(6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 



discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

c.  Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

The Capable County (6.SL.1) 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

a. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

d.  Review the key ideas expressed and 

demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

(6.SL.4) 

Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically 

and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to 

accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye 

contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 

 


