[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Clearing the Smoke: Vaping and Marijuana Education Academy
(SPED Middle/High School)
What is the Impact of Marijuana? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will learn the short- and long-term effects of marijuana 
· Students will learn the legal consequences of marijuana

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· Sorting Activity, For option A: 1 copy per pair, For option B: 1 copy for whole group
· T-Chart, For option A: 1 copy per pair
· Sticky Note, 1 per student
· Tape
Prior to the lesson:
· [bookmark: _Hlk213851776]Cut and place each picture sort into their own sealable plastic bag so there is one bag per pair for option A. For option B, cut out 3-4 examples for the whole class.
· Create two signs on separate sheets of paper. Label one sign short-term and the other long-term.

Timeframe: 20 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
	
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide students into small groups of 3-4 students each. 
2. Greet students and introduce the topic: “Today we are going to learn how marijuana can affect the brain and body. Some effects happen right away. Some effects happen over time. We will work together to sort effects into short-term and long-term.” 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk213851190]Create a T-Chart on the board with one side labeled short-term (right now) and the other side labeled long-term (over time).
4. [bookmark: _Hlk209626129]Different Implementation Options: 
a. [bookmark: _Hlk213850999]Have students work in pairs and give each pair a sorting activity and T-chart. Instruct pairs to work together to sort the pictures in the correct column: Short-term or Long-term. Call on pairs to share a picture and explain which side they placed it on, then tape the picture on to the board’s T-chart. Continue to rotate to each pair, until all pictures have been taped to the board. As the facilitator, correct and/or elaborate when needed.
b. Place a short-term sign on one side of the room and a long-term sign on the other. The facilitator will show a picture from the sorting activity to the class. Ask students to move to the side they believe is correct. Once students have chosen a side, instruct them to discuss why they are on that side. Ask a student from each side to share the group’s reasoning. Reveal the correct answer then ask a student volunteer to tape in the correct spot on the board. Repeat until 3 or 4 examples are on the board.
Facilitator Guide:
Short-Term
hungry 
sleepy 
can’t drive safely 
Long-Term 
memory problems  
lung problems 
depression / anxiety  
5. [bookmark: _Hlk213851329]Different Implementation Options: 
a. Assign an effect to each pair. Ask pairs to discuss and share the following:
· How could this affect a student’s life?
b. The facilitator will hold up an effect and ask groups to discuss and share the following:
· How could this affect a student’s life?
6. The facilitator will go over consequences for juvenile violations related to marijuana:
Unless probable cause is met for a different, more serious violation any person who is under twenty-one years of age and who possesses, consumes, transports or transfers without remuneration (payment) one ounce or less of marijuana, of which not more than five grams is in the form of marijuana concentrate, or paraphernalia relating to the consumption of marijuana or marijuana products:
· For a first violation, shall pay a civil penalty of not more than $100 to the smart and safe Arizona fund established by section 36-2856 and in the courts, discretion may be ordered to attend up to four hours of drug education or counseling.
· For a second violation, guilty of a petty offense, and in the court’s, discretion may be ordered to attend up to eight hours of drug education or counseling.
· For a third or subsequent violation, it is guilty of a class 1 misdemeanor.
* If the amount of marijuana exceeds the previously stated amounts, the appropriate higher criminal violation will be charged.
* The person will also forfeit for destruction any related product or paraphernalia.
7. Debrief the lesson by having students write or draw one short or long-term effect they learned on a sticky note. 
8. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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Clearing the Smoke: Vaping and Marijuana Education Academy
(SPED Middle/High School)
What is the Impact of Marijuana? Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Health:
6-8 S5C2 PO6 Analyze the outcomes of a health-related decision.

Visual Art
S1C4PO 302 Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes.

Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                           April 2026	Page 1

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




