silence the Violence

Ms. Richards’ 3rd Hour
Estrella Middle School
2025-2026 Project Citizen Submission




Introduction to the Problem

Our class chose to address gun violence because it is a big issue that impacts many of our families and
our community as a whole.Gun violence has had a big impact on Phoenix and the people who live
there. Over the past few years, the number of shootings and gun-related deaths has increased in some
areas. Reports have shown that homicides and gun violence in Phoenix have risen by about 44% during
certain time periods. Even more concerning, “In 2024, the rate of gun-related deaths in Arizona was 33%
higher than the overall rate of gun-related deaths in the US.” This shows that the problem is not just
local, but statewide. When violence goes up, families lose loved ones, and many people feel unsafe in
their own neighborhoods.

One report said, “According to court paperwork, multiple witnesses claimed that the two boys met up
the day before the stabbing, where Montoya robbed Aguilar of a firearm. One witness said that Aguilar
and his twin brother ‘made statements to murder the victim after the robbery,” investigators said.” This
shows how conflicts involving guns can quickly become serious and lead to deadly situations, even if a
gun is not actually fired. Deaths due to gun violence do not always mean someone pulled the trigger.
Even if a gun is not fired, having a gun involved can make a situation more dangerous. Deaths connected
to gun violence do not always mean that shots were fired at that moment,sometimes a gun is part of the

conflict, and the situation leads to other violent actions Overall, gun violence brings fear, sadness, and
stress to the community, and many people in Phoenix are working hard to make their city safer for
everyone..




Introduction to the Problem

Poverty- Poverty is more than a lack of money; it is a condition that limits access to
basic needs like food, education, healthcare, and safe housing, shaping nearly every
aspect of a person’s life. People living in poverty often face daily stress and uncertainty,
making it harder to plan for the future or break cycles of disadvantage. It can affect

| children especially deeply, influencing their health, learning opportunities, and long-term
| potential. While poverty exists in every country, it is not inevitable—its causes are tied to
economic inequality, limited opportunities, and social policies. Addressing poverty
requires not only immediate support but also long-term solutions that create fair access
to resources, education, and decent work.Poverty can make people be homeless and
have health issues increasing the homeless population.




Introduction to the Problem

Economic Hardship - Gun violence has many causes, and one factor often discussed
is economic hardship. As the quote explains, “Lack of good employment —
Unemployment (or underemployment) plays a big role in poverty and income
inequality,” which can increase stress, limit opportunities, and make some
communities feel trapped without safe paths forward. When people struggle to find
stable, well-paying jobs, neighborhoods may experience higher levels of financial
pressure and fewer resources like education programs, youth activities, and mental
health support. These conditions can contribute to conflict, crime, and a greater risk of
violence, including gun violence. While unemployment is not the only cause—since
issues like access to firearms, community support systems, and social environments
also matter—it is an important piece of the larger picture researchers and policymakers
examine when looking for long-term solutions. Living in a community with poverty can
lead others to do bad because they might be educated by others to do bad like gangs
this can lead to people's deaths which could be from guns.




Introduction to the Problem

Domestic Violence- Domestic violence and anger may lead to gun
violence because when a person can't control their emotions, arguments
| can turn dangerous fast especially if a gun is nearby. In many domestic
violence situations, the abuser already wants power and control, and
anger makes them more likely to act without thinking. If they feel
disrespected, jealous, or rejected, they may react in a violent way to get
back at the other person. That's why domestic violence is often
connected to shootings in homes, because the violence usually starts
with anger and threats then escalates into gun violence when the person
chooses a weapon that can kill instantly. Also, guns make it easier for
someone to seriously hurt or kill another person in just seconds. This is
why controlling anger and getting help early can prevent violence from b
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Growing up around gun violence — Can increase the chances of more
gun violence because it can start to feel normal or unavoidable. When
kids regularly see shootings or hear gunfire, they may learn to solve
problems with fear or force instead of communication. Constant exposure
can also cause stress, trauma, and anger, which can affect
decision-making and increase risky behavior. Without strong support
systems, safe spaces, and positive role models, violence can repeat
across generations, creating a cycle that is hard to break.
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Bullying- Students who are bullied in school are more likely to have access to a loaded gun
than their peers, causing an increased risk for youth violence and self-harm, according to
new research. Bullying can play a serious role in increasing the risk of gun violence
among young people because it can cause strong feelings like anger, loneliness, and
sadness. When students are bullied over and over, they may feel ignored or trapped and
start thinking that violence is the only way to be heard. This danger is shown in research
that says, “Students who are bullied in school are more likely to have access to a
loaded gun than their peers, causing an increased risk for youth violence and
self-harm, according to new research.” This shows that bullying is not just hurtful
behavior, but a serious safety issue. Schools and families need to work together to stop
bullying early and make sure students feel safe, supported, and comfortable asking for
help.
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Access To Guns - Gun violence is a serious issue in the United States,
especially when it comes to children’s safety at home. As one
alarming fact shows, “in the United States, 2,600,000 children live in
homes with unlocked firearms that are stored loaded or with
ammunition.” This means millions of kids are at risk of accidental
injury or death simply because guns are not stored safely. When
firearms are left unlocked or loaded, children can easily find them,
even if adults believe they are being careful. This shows how
Promoting safe gun storage, such as using locks and keeping guns
unloaded, is an important step in reducing gun-related injuries and
protecting children’s lives. Guardians have a responsibility to make
their homes safer for kids. Taking small actions can help prevent
accidents and save lives. Simple choices today can protect children
and prevent incidents in the future.




Introduction to the Problem

Gun Availability- Gun availability is often discussed as a
major factor contributing to violence in society. As stated,
“Gun availability is a cause because the availability of guns
increases the risk of violence because most anyone could
get one.” When firearms are easy to access, conflicts that
might otherwise remain non-violent can escalate more
quickly and become more dangerous. The widespread
presence of guns can also increase the likelihood that
individuals who are untrained, impulsive, or acting in anger
may use deadly force. Because of this, many researchers and
policymakers argue that understanding and addressing gun
availability is an important step in reducing rates of violent
incidents. Guns are really easy to get in a lot of places and
that can be scary because not everyone should have one. |
think there should be more rules to make sure only responsible
people can buy guns.




Introduction to the Problem

e The overall gun death rate increased by 37% in 2023 compared to
2014.

e Arizona had the 14th highest gun death rate in the country in
2023.

e Firearms were the leading cause of death among young people
ages 1-17 in 2023.

e In 2022, there were at least 119 domestic violence-related
homicides in Arizona. Nearly two-thirds (65%) were by firearm.

e https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/
state-qgun-violence-data/arizona



https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-data/arizona
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-data/arizona

Introduction to the Problem

An estimated 1.3 thousand people in 2024, the most recent year for
which data is available. This includes homicides, suicides, accidents, and
other incidents where a shooting was considered the primary cause of
death.

To understand how frequently these deaths happen, it helps to look at

the rate at which they occur. In 2024, about 17.3 out of every 100,000

people in Arizona died from a gun-related injury. For context, around 15.9
out of every 100,000 people in Arizona died in a motor vehicle accident

that year.
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In 2024, an estimated 1.3K people died from gun-related injuries In 2024, an estimated 17.3 people per 100K died
from gun-related injuries Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In 2024, the rate of gun-related
deaths in Arizona was 33% higher than the overall rate of gun-related deaths in the US. In 2024, the gun death rate
was 33% higher in Arizona than in the US.

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

The CDC also reports the intent behind gun-related deaths when known. These intents can include homicide and
suicide, as well as other categories like accidents and law enforcement intervention. Subscribe to get unbiased,
data-driven insights sent to your inbox weekly In 2024, 95% of gun-related deaths in Arizona were either suicides

or homicides. That year, about 70% of the state’s gun-related deaths were suicides.
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Arizona had the 14th highest gun death rate in the country in 2023.
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-qun-violence-solutions/data/state-qun-violence-
data/arizona

The overall gun death rate increased by 37% in 2023 compared to 2014. Arizona
had the 14th highest gun death rate in the country in 2023. Firearms were the
leading cause of death among young people ages 1-17 in 2023. In 2022, there were
at least 119 domestic violence-related homicides in Arizona. Nearly two-thirds (65%)
were by firearm.
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-
data/arizona#:~:text=Arizona%20had%20the%2014th.65%25)%20were%20by%20fire
arm.

Families impacted by gun violence speak out Valley family has lost two teenagers to gun
violence in recent years. By: Ashley Holden Posted 6:47 PM, Jun 07, 2022 and last
updated 7:55 PM, Jun 07, 2022 PHOENIX — Gun violence is impacting many families
here in the Valley. Now, least eight teens have been shot in less than two weeks in
Phoenix.https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-viol
ence-data/arizona



https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-data/arizona
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-data/arizona
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-data/arizona#:~:text=Arizona%20had%20the%2014th,65%25)%20were%20by%20firearm
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-data/arizona#:~:text=Arizona%20had%20the%2014th,65%25)%20were%20by%20firearm
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-data/arizona#:~:text=Arizona%20had%20the%2014th,65%25)%20were%20by%20firearm
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-data/arizona
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/data/state-gun-violence-data/arizona

Community Disagreement about the Impact of Gun

Violence In Phoenix

People in Phoenix disagree about how gun violence
affects their community because some feel scared and
think crime is getting worse, while others believe it
only happens in certain areas and isn’t as serious as it
seems. Many students say gun violence makes them
feel nervous walking home and worried about their
family’s safety. Some people think stricter laws and
more police will fix the problem, while others believe
programs and support for families would help more.




Impact of Gun
Violence in Phoenix

° Gun violence in Phoenix hurts a lot of families and can lead
to people getting seriously injured or Killed.

e |t makes people feel scared in their own neighborhoods.

e Kids and teens might feel unsafe at school or walking
outside.

e  Families who lose someone to gun violence can feel sad
and stressed for a long time.

e Police and hospitals have to work really hard when there are
shootings.

e The city has to spend a lot of money to deal with the
damage and try to stop more violence.

e Businesses can lose customers if people don’t feel safe
going out.

e  Seeing or hearing about violence can affect young people’s
mental health.




Current Policies on Gun
Violence in Phoenix

Assault Weapon and High-Capacity
Magazine Bans:

Safe Storage Laws (CAP Laws)

Minimum Age Requirements

Waiting Periods

Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs)

Community Violence Intervention (CVI) Programs



https://www.google.com/search?q=Assault+Weapon+and+High-Capacity+Magazine+Bans&rlz=1CAJIKU_enUS1178&oq=what+are+some+xamples+of+current+polices+to+reduce+gun+violence&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCTI0ODY3ajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&ved=2ahUKEwjU2P2LnvCSAxXcHUQIHbQkG_kQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Assault+Weapon+and+High-Capacity+Magazine+Bans&rlz=1CAJIKU_enUS1178&oq=what+are+some+xamples+of+current+polices+to+reduce+gun+violence&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCTI0ODY3ajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&ved=2ahUKEwjU2P2LnvCSAxXcHUQIHbQkG_kQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Safe+Storage+Laws+%28CAP+Laws%29&sca_esv=0066cc4b3f6e172b&rlz=1CAJIKU_enUS1176&ei=bJqcaYPiJ_jakPIPvMmugAg&biw=1517&bih=684&oq=what+are+some+examples+of+current+polices+to+reduce+for+&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&safe=active&ssui=on&ved=2ahUKEwjK7ubYnfCSAxVAM0QIHaRnHoQQgK4QegQIBBAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=Minimum+Age+Requirements&rlz=1CAJIKU_enUS1178&oq=what+are+some+xamples+of+current+polices+to+reduce+gun+violence&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCTI0ODY3ajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&ved=2ahUKEwjU2P2LnvCSAxXcHUQIHbQkG_kQgK4QegQIAxAH
https://www.google.com/search?q=Waiting+Periods&rlz=1CAJIKU_enUS1178&oq=what+are+some+xamples+of+current+polices+to+reduce+gun+violence&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCTI0ODY3ajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&ved=2ahUKEwjU2P2LnvCSAxXcHUQIHbQkG_kQgK4QegQIAxAJ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Extreme+Risk+Protection+Orders+%28ERPOs%29&sca_esv=0066cc4b3f6e172b&rlz=1CAJIKU_enUS1176&ei=bJqcaYPiJ_jakPIPvMmugAg&biw=1517&bih=684&oq=what+are+some+examples+of+current+polices+to+reduce+for+&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&safe=active&ssui=on&ved=2ahUKEwjK7ubYnfCSAxVAM0QIHaRnHoQQgK4QegQIBBAE
https://www.google.com/search?q=Community+Violence+Intervention+%28CVI%29+Programs&rlz=1CAJIKU_enUS1178&oq=what+are+some+xamples+of+current+polices+to+reduce+gun+violence&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCTI0ODY3ajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&ved=2ahUKEwjU2P2LnvCSAxXcHUQIHbQkG_kQgK4QegQICBAB

Disagreements about
current gun policies in AZ

Some disagreements about the current policies:

®  Arizona law makes police sell guns taken in crimes, even

murder weapons. Some say this is unsafe and hurts families.

Lawmakers want to change it so these guns can be
destroyed.

There’s a debate about crime guns. John Kavanagh wants to
change a 2013 law that makes police resell them, saying it's wrong
to resell weapons used in violent crimes.

Advocates say Arizona doesn’t do enough to stop people under
domestic violence protection orders from having guns, because
judges decide the rule instead of there being an automatic ban.

Since 2010, Arizona has let adults carry hidden guns
without needing a permit.

In Arizona, there are:

322,354

Active concealed weapon permits

4,047

Suspended permits

1,205

Revoked permits

Data as of Oct 15 2017
Sowoe: Allzens Department of Publec Safety
Ceaphic created by Owen Saldner) Cronkine News




Why should government
be involved in reducing
gun violence.

The government should be involved in gun violence
because it is their job to keep people safe. When there are
too many shootings, people get hurt or killed, and families
and communities suffer. The government can make laws
that help control who can buy guns and make sure they are
used safely. They can also fund programs that teach kids
about violence and help people solve problems without
fighting. If the government does nothing, gun violence can
keep getting worse. That is why it is important for leaders to
take action and protect the public.
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Which level of
government is the best to
address the issue of gun
violence in Arizona?

The state government of Arizona is probably the
best level to address gun violence because it
makes the main gun laws for the state. Arizona can
decide rules about who can carry guns, where guns
are allowed, and what the penalties are for
breaking the law.

However, local governments like cities can help by
creating community programs to prevent violence,

and the federal government can pass national laws
and provide funding. Overall, the state government
has the most direct power to make changes in

A




Links & Sources

https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/hundreds-guns-seized-arrested-phoenix-gun-crime-crackdown
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2021/04/14/5-gun-bills-3-from-democrats-are-on-different-paths-in-the-arizona-legislature/
https://criminaldefenseattorneyaaronblack.com/blog/lllegal-Possession-Firearm-in-Arizona.cfm
https://webshrink.com/long-term-effects-of-gun-violence-on-children
oyolaphoenix.com/2025/09/from-the-editors-desk-violence-in-citizen-journalism/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/in-2023-gun-violence-trended-down-across-the-country/
https://ktar.com/arizona-news/phoenixs-operation-gun-crime-crackdown-extended-after-nearly-1200-firearms-seized/5278525/
https://www.abc15.com/news/region-phoenix-metro/central-phoenix/thousands-march-in-streets-of-phoenix-calling-for-stricter-
gun-laws

https://qgiffords.org/issues/kids-and-guns/
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizona-gun-laws-get-f-grade-from-giffords-nonprofit-why-20822483/



https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/hundreds-guns-seized-arrested-phoenix-gun-crime-crackdown
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2021/04/14/5-gun-bills-3-from-democrats-are-on-different-paths-in-the-arizona-legislature/
https://criminaldefenseattorneyaaronblack.com/blog/Illegal-Possession-Firearm-in-Arizona.cfm
https://webshrink.com/long-term-effects-of-gun-violence-on-children
http://oyolaphoenix.com/2025/09/from-the-editors-desk-violence-in-citizen-journalism/
https://ktar.com/arizona-news/phoenixs-operation-gun-crime-crackdown-extended-after-nearly-1200-firearms-seized/5278525/
https://www.abc15.com/news/region-phoenix-metro/central-phoenix/thousands-march-in-streets-of-phoenix-calling-for-stricter-gun-laws
https://www.abc15.com/news/region-phoenix-metro/central-phoenix/thousands-march-in-streets-of-phoenix-calling-for-stricter-gun-laws
https://giffords.org/issues/kids-and-guns/

Links & Sources

https://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/infographics/child-access-firearms-united-states
https://www.thenationshealth.org/content/47/7/E32
https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/root-causes-of-gun-violence/#:~:text=According%20t0%20a%2
Oreport%20by,more%20likely%20t0%20arm%20themselves.
https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/root-causes-of-gun-violence/

‘Make America Healthy Again’ report targets childhood wellhess, omits gun violence from leading causes

america Healthy Again’ report targets childhood wellnhess, omits gun violence from leading causes
‘Make Am

n/what-we-do/arms-control/gun-violenchttps://www.amnesty.org/ee/



https://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/infographics/child-access-firearms-united-states
https://www.thenationshealth.org/content/47/7/E32
https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/root-causes-of-gun-violence/#:~:text=According%20to%20a%20report%20by,more%20likely%20to%20arm%20themselves
https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/root-causes-of-gun-violence/#:~:text=According%20to%20a%20report%20by,more%20likely%20to%20arm%20themselves
https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/root-causes-of-gun-violence/
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/nationworld/report/052325_health_report/
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/nationworld/report/052325_health_report/
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/nationworld/report/052325_health_report/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/arms-control/gun-violence/

Alternative Policies Introduction

We considered policies to address this problem.
e \Waiting Period

e Background Checks



Alternative one Waiting Period

What do waiting periods for guns look like they look like

1. A set number of days

Some states make you wait 1-10 days after you start the purchase.
Example: A state might require 3 days to pass before the buyer can take the gun home.

2. Applies to certain types of guns
Some states apply waiting periods to:

e  All firearms

° Only handguns

° Only semi-automatic rifles, etc.

3. Purpose of the wait
Waiting periods are meant to:
° Give time for a background check to be fully completed

° Create a “cooling-off” period to prevent impulsive violence or self-harm




Alternative one

Pros
® Reduction in Suicide

e  Reduction in Homicides
e Time for Background Checks
e  Broad Public Support

e No Restrictions on Ownership

Cons
® Delay self-defense.

® Inconvenience legal buyers.
® Criminals may ignore the law.
® Same rule for everyone, even previous owners.

® May not fully prevent violence.



Alternative Two- background checks

In the United States, background checks are required when someone buys a gun
from a licensed gun store. This rule comes from federal law and uses a system
called NICS to make sure the person is allowed to have a gun. The background
check looks for things like serious criminal records.

Some states have stronger laws than the federal government. States like California,
Colorado, and New York require background checks for almost all gun sales, even if
the gun is sold by a private person instead of a store. This helps close what people
call the “gun show loophole.”

Other states only follow the federal rule. In those states, private gun sales usually do
not require a background check. Because of this, gun laws can be very different
depending on what state you live in.



Alternative 2

Pros
° Reduces Violence: Background checks help keep guns out of the hands of criminals, potentially reducing
homicide and suicide rates.
° Blocks lllegal Sales: Since 1994, the NICS system has prevented over 3.5 million sales to prohibited persons.

° Deters Trafficking: State-level checks can reduce interstate gun trafficking.

Cons

Incomplete Data: The system relies on accurate reporting, which may not always include all disqualifying criminal or

mental health records.

° Loophole Exploitation: Prohibited buyers may bypass checks through private, unlicensed, or online sales.
° Delays for Law-Abiding Citizens: Mandatory waiting periods can delay self-defense needs.


https://timothydimoff.com/2020/12/17/say-yes-to-universal-background-checks-for-firearms/
https://www.heritage.org/gun-rights/commentary/8-serious-flaws-the-new-background-check-bill

Analysis

At first we considered using background checks to
address our problem because they can help prevent
people with dangerous histories from getting
firearms. However, we chose not to focus on that
solution because background checks mainly apply
when someone is buying a gun, and our concern is
about gun owners who already have firearms stored
unsafely where children can access them. We also
considered using waiting periods as a possible
solution to help address our problem because they
can give people more time to think before making a
serious decision. However, we ultimately decided
not to choose this option because we felt it would
not fully solve the root of the issue and might create
delays for people who need timely solutions.




Links & Sources

https://www.mesaaz.gov/Public-Safety/Court/Community-Court

https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizonas-drug-policies-are-racist-stupid-and-ineffective
-for-treating-addiction-9558723

e https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2024/09/17/arizona-addiction-overdose-treatme
nt-not-prison/75183151007/

e https://www.phoenix.gov/healthsite/Pages/Substance-Use.aspx

e https://ktar.com/uncategorized/new-phoenix-program-allows-users-to-get-rid-of-drugs-if-they-pro
mise-to-get-treatment/1332565/

e https://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/303/Diversion-Programs

e https://www.acluaz.org/en/news/arizona-war-drugs

e https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2019/10/20/opioids-remain-crisis-maricopa-coun
ty-because-inaction/3978961002/

e https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizonas-drug-policies-are-racist-stupid-and-ineffective
-for-treating-addiction-9558723

e https://www.aclu.org/documents/drug-policy-health-issue



https://www.mesaaz.gov/Public-Safety/Court/Community-Court
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizonas-drug-policies-are-racist-stupid-and-ineffective-for-treating-addiction-9558723
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizonas-drug-policies-are-racist-stupid-and-ineffective-for-treating-addiction-9558723
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2024/09/17/arizona-addiction-overdose-treatment-not-prison/75183151007/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2024/09/17/arizona-addiction-overdose-treatment-not-prison/75183151007/
https://www.phoenix.gov/healthsite/Pages/Substance-Use.aspx
https://ktar.com/uncategorized/new-phoenix-program-allows-users-to-get-rid-of-drugs-if-they-promise-to-get-treatment/1332565/
https://ktar.com/uncategorized/new-phoenix-program-allows-users-to-get-rid-of-drugs-if-they-promise-to-get-treatment/1332565/
https://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/303/Diversion-Programs
https://www.acluaz.org/en/news/arizona-war-drugs
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2019/10/20/opioids-remain-crisis-maricopa-county-because-inaction/3978961002/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2019/10/20/opioids-remain-crisis-maricopa-county-because-inaction/3978961002/
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizonas-drug-policies-are-racist-stupid-and-ineffective-for-treating-addiction-9558723
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizonas-drug-policies-are-racist-stupid-and-ineffective-for-treating-addiction-9558723
https://www.aclu.org/documents/drug-policy-health-issue

Links & Sources

https://www.acluaz.org/en/news/arizona-war-drugs

https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2019/10/20/opioids-remain-crisis-mar

icopa-county-because-inaction/3978961002/

https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizonas-drug-policies-are-racist-stupid-and

-ineffective-for-treating-addiction-9558723

https://www.aclu.org/documents/drug-policy-health-issue

https://arizonadigitalfreepress.com/mesa-community-court-mcc-join-forces-to-e

mpower-individuals-facing-homelessness-through-higher-education/

Nonprofit drug treatment center for low-income Texas teens shutters amid opioid crisis



https://www.acluaz.org/en/news/arizona-war-drugs
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2019/10/20/opioids-remain-crisis-maricopa-county-because-inaction/3978961002/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2019/10/20/opioids-remain-crisis-maricopa-county-because-inaction/3978961002/
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizonas-drug-policies-are-racist-stupid-and-ineffective-for-treating-addiction-9558723
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizonas-drug-policies-are-racist-stupid-and-ineffective-for-treating-addiction-9558723
https://www.aclu.org/documents/drug-policy-health-issue
https://arizonadigitalfreepress.com/mesa-community-court-mcc-join-forces-to-empower-individuals-facing-homelessness-through-higher-education/
https://arizonadigitalfreepress.com/mesa-community-court-mcc-join-forces-to-empower-individuals-facing-homelessness-through-higher-education/
https://www.texastribune.org/2023/09/27/texas-teens-drug-treatment/

Our Class Policy

Our class policy is to hold gun owners responsible if they
leave firearms where children can easily access them. We
believe adults should safely store guns to help prevent
accidents, injuries, and deaths. An example of a law that
supports this idea is the Child Access Prevention laws (CAP)
law. CAP laws make it illegal for gun owners to leave firearms
unsecured if a child could get to them. If a child gains access
because the gun was not properly locked up, the owner can
face legal consequences. This policy is not about taking away
guns, but about making sure they are stored safely to protect
kids and the community.




Daniela and Marlen
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7-year-old boy injured after
shooting gun inside Glen Burnie
classroom

Eight-year-old boy arrested after loaded gun
found at Fort Mohave Elementary School

CHICAGO CRIME

Child dies after finding gun

in sister’s purse in
accidental Kenwood
shooting

Home » Anne Arundel County, MD News » Child hospitalized after gun...
This article is about 3 weeks old

Child hospitalized after gun goes off in Anne Arundel
Co. elementary school

8-year-old boy finds gun, shoots 7-year-old boy
inside Humboldt Park home: CPD

Boy, 8, allegedly brought gun to school, threatened
teacher in northwestern AZ

11-year-old shot and killed while playing with

brother's gun in Newburgh, source says

2 students arrested, accused of bringing
handgun to Colorado Springs-area school



The Benefits of Restricting Gun Access for Kids

Keeping Kids Safe

Reducing School Violence .
T

i1 ot
cting Our Kids
| HE S|

Benefits of our Law

Laws that restrict gun access to kids have many important benefits.

First, they help keep kids safe. Most young people are still Learning how to
make good choices, so having easy access to a gun can be very dangerous.
These laws help prevent accidents and serious injuries by making sure guns
are kept away from minors or locked up safely.

Second, these laws can reduce violence in schools and neighborhoods. If kids
cannot easily get guns, arguments or fights are less likely to turn into
something deadly. This helps students feel safer at school and in their
community.

Third, gun safety laws remind adults to be responsible. Parents and guardians
are more likely to store guns safely when there are clear rules. This protects
their own children and other kids who might visit their home.

Overall, laws that limit gun access for kids help protect young people, lower
violence, and make communities safer for everyone.




Drawbacks of laws against gun access for kids

1. Limits on family choices — Some families feel it's their responsibility, not the government’s, to decide how
to store and handle firearms in their homes.

2. Enforcement challenges — It can be hard for police to know if guns are stored safely inside private homes
unless something bad happens.

3. Punishing responsible owners — Some people argue that careful gun owners may feel unfairly targeted by
strict laws, even if they already keep firearms locked and secure.

4. Costs of compliance — Safe storage devices like lockboxes or safes can cost money, and some families
may struggle to afford them.
Different state rules — Laws can vary by state, which can cause confusion about what is allowed and what
is required.

Even though these concerns are mentioned, many supporters of these laws argue that protecting kids and
preventing accidents is the most important goal. If you want, | can also help you write a balanced paragraph that
includes both pros and cons.




Hard to Prove Punishing Fear of
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“I didn't Inow he'd
misuse the gun!”

Accidental actions
can lead to harsh penalties.

Drawbacks of our
law

Hard to Prove Responsibility :

It can be difficult to prove that someone knowingly allowed another person to kl?;‘,fv?::;?:f"‘[&‘;’al
get a gun illegally. This can make court cases complicated and sometimes gun access.
unfair if there isn’t clear evidence.

Scared to report stolen
guns or suspicious
activity.

Punishing Honest Mistakes
Some people may not realize a family member or friend would misuse a gun.
Strict laws might punish people who did not intend for harm to happen.

Fear of Reporting

People might be scared to report a stolen gun or suspicious behavior if they
think they could get in trouble themselves. This could make it harder for law
enforcement to prevent crimes.



Examples of Laws...

California — Requires guns to be stored safely. Adults can get in trouble if a
child gets access.

Texas — It’s illegal to make a firearm accessible to a child under 17.

Florida — Adults must store guns securely if kids under 16 could access
them.

STATES WITH

CHILD ACCESS New York — Requires safe storage in homes where minors live.
PREVENTION (CAP) GUN LAWS

4} Secure Storage




Constitutionality

Our proposed policy does not break any constitutional rights;

Our proposed policy does not break any of the 10 amendments. Actually, the Bill of
rights state plenty of reasons supporting our case.
e This does not break the 2nd Amendment because it does not take away gun

rights, just requires safe storage.
e The Ninth Amendment to the United States Constitution protects rights not specifically listed, but courts

say rights can still have reasonable limits for safety.

e The Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution gives states the power to make their own laws
if the Constitution doesn’t give that power to the federal government. Gun safety laws are usually made by
states, so they are allowed.

These are just some of the Bill of Rights supporting our case. We are not the only ones
using these though, people in court cases agree with our case and can use these
“Amendments themselves.




Constitutionality

Our proposed policy does not break any constitutional rights- here

It is constitutional to make a law that says guns must be locked up and kept away from kids because the government’s job is to keep people
safe.

The Second Amendment gives people the right to have guns, but that right is not unlimited. In District of Columbia v. Heller, the Supreme
Court of the United States said people have the right to own guns, but the government can still make reasonable rules about them. That means
laws that protect safety are allowed.

A law that makes people lock up their guns helps stop accidents and keeps kids from getting hurt. Since the Supreme Court said some gun
laws are okay, a safe storage law is constitutional because it protects children while still respecting people’s rights.

Commonwealth v. Runyan (Mass. 2010)
United States v. Rahimi (2024)

Georgia v. Gray (2024-2025)



Links & Sources

https://abc7chicago.com/post/humboldt-park-shooting-today-7-year-old-shot-injured-3200-block-west-divis

ion-street-fire-department-says/18340212/
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/crime/youth-crime/glen-burnie-student-child-injured-accidental-shoo
ting-gun-inside-classroom-freetown-elementary-school/65-5337cb6a-fa2e-4913-bfd2-0f98460a472f
https://wgntv.com/news/chicagocrime/child-dies-after-finding-gun-in-sisters-purse-in-accidental-kenwood-s
hooting/

Project Childsafe: Homepage

Project Childsafe
https://projectchildsafe.org
https://www.bradyunited.org/resources/issues/safe-storage#:~:text=Types%200f%20Safe%20Storage,comm

only%20used%20for%20transporting%20guns.



https://abc7chicago.com/post/humboldt-park-shooting-today-7-year-old-shot-injured-3200-block-west-division-street-fire-department-says/18340212/
https://abc7chicago.com/post/humboldt-park-shooting-today-7-year-old-shot-injured-3200-block-west-division-street-fire-department-says/18340212/
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/crime/youth-crime/glen-burnie-student-child-injured-accidental-shooting-gun-inside-classroom-freetown-elementary-school/65-5337cb6a-fa2e-4913-bfd2-0f98460a472f
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/crime/youth-crime/glen-burnie-student-child-injured-accidental-shooting-gun-inside-classroom-freetown-elementary-school/65-5337cb6a-fa2e-4913-bfd2-0f98460a472f
https://wgntv.com/news/chicagocrime/child-dies-after-finding-gun-in-sisters-purse-in-accidental-kenwood-shooting/
https://wgntv.com/news/chicagocrime/child-dies-after-finding-gun-in-sisters-purse-in-accidental-kenwood-shooting/
https://projectchildsafe.org/
https://projectchildsafe.org/
https://projectchildsafe.org
https://www.bradyunited.org/resources/issues/safe-storage#:~:text=Types%20of%20Safe%20Storage,commonly%20used%20for%20transporting%20guns
https://www.bradyunited.org/resources/issues/safe-storage#:~:text=Types%20of%20Safe%20Storage,commonly%20used%20for%20transporting%20guns

Action Plan Introduction: Timeline of events

Conduct research Create a solution and find
available funding sources

Survey the Community Propose our solution to the
City Councill




Step 1- Conduct Research to Identify the Problem
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Gun violence is a serious problem that affects many “ ol 'v » fo\ * f”%”
communities. It causes deaths and injuries from e:,,'% ﬂ A ) “‘N«s 0
homicides, suicides, and accidents. School shootings ”’ "" ' "@ 4 “ \

and community violence create fear and long-term Tk Ti o ‘\ '
emotional trauma. Guns in domestic violence situations "‘*“““‘“}“"“”“‘ =\ / ;" ) N | ‘
can make conflicts more deadly. Overall, gun violence “‘“ “S
has social, emotional, and economic impacts on

families and communities.



Step 2- Survey the Community

We researched how our school and community
about the problems related to gun violence . This
was done to identify the perspectives of our
community on this problem. It was important to
be sure that this was not just an issue that 2
impacted us but our whole community. RESEARCH TIME!!!




Step 3- Funding the proposed project

We looked for grants that could help fund this program.
We did this so we can implement this project without
raising taxes. People may not support this if they have
to pay extra tax to make it happen. We searched for
grants that would exceed the estimated cost to get our
project done.




Step 4- Propose solution to the City Council

Our last step would be to present this solution to the
Phoenix City Council for their consideration. We will
work to contact a City of Phoenix council member to
discuss how to bring this idea up for consideration by the

council at a future board meeting.

PROPOSAL.




Proposed
Costs T

Making a gun storage law to stop kids from getting guns
can cost different amounts of money. Simple gun locks can

cost about $5 to $20, but big, high-quality gun safes can
cost more than $10,000. States also have to spend money
to teach people about the law and enforce it. For
example, Illinois spent about $3.5 million on a “safe gun
storage” campaign. So overall, these laws can cost a lot
depending on how they are carried out.




Proposed funding sources

® Project ChildSafe: This NSSF program provides free cable gun locks to individuals

through local law enforcement partnerships nationwide.

e Nonprofit Grants: Eddie Eagle GunSafe® Program provides grant funding
for educational materials, though it may not cover full, retail-priced safes.

e Government funding — Money from city, state, or federal budgets can be used
for violence prevention programs, like education and community outreach.

e Taxes or fees — Extra taxes on guns or ammunition could help pay for safety
programs and research

e Healthcare funding — Hospitals and public health programs may invest in

prevention since gun violence affects community health.



https://www.google.com/search?q=Project+ChildSafe&rlz=1CAJIKU_enUS1175&oq=grants+for+gun+safes&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRiPAtIBCDQ2OThqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfD0HrtziA0e8GdzTzzctgNDFAlskEK_TCe5BsaOk5uPOl6ezAX9UcKtXASOLrxo9_Nc6jU-17stf3Jibn8_0frr6aZobywNd7dvp6YOVwFkcddDHws_fqoRSPoxMjxDkIo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwifrN7JsISTAxULJEQIHXVYBvoQgK4QegQIAxAD

Government Officials Needing to be Influenced

We would also need to talk to the AZ State legislators to convince
them to pass this as a new law because they have the power to vote
on and approve local policies, which is necessary to put this solution
into action.

We would need to talk to the governor, Katie Hobbs, to be sure that if
the bill is passed into law that she would support it and not vetoit.



Supporters and opponents

SUPPORTERS OPPONENTS
e Firearms Industry & Safety ® Taxpayers because they don't
Organizations: want to pay more money
e Law Enforcement ® Republican Lawmakers:
e Medical & Health Organizations: e Libertarian Party

® Advocacy & Community Groups: ® Gun Rights Organizations



Reflections: What was the most difficult part o
Project Citizen?

The most difficult part of Project Citizen was conducting thorough
research and identifying reliable sources. It required careful evaluation of
information to ensure accuracy and relevance to our issue. Additionally,
working as a group presented challenges, as we had to communicate
effectively, consider different perspectives, and come to a consensus on
our proposed solution. Overall, these challenges helped us develop
stronger critical thinking and collaboration skills.
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