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Avoiding a Mob Mentality Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]Social Media Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand how “cancel culture” and online mob mentality can affect real people
· Students will learn how to evaluate information before reacting online

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk188606741]Discussion Card #1, 1 card per group
· Discussion Card #2, 1 card per group
· Original posts, 1 copy for whole group
· Full context, 1 copy for whole group
· Facilitator Guide, 1 copy per facilitator
· THINK poster, 1 copy for whole group
· Online post- 1 copy per student

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.



Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. 
2. Ask students: Why might someone react quickly to a video or post they see online?
3. Have students discuss in their small groups.
4. Bring the class back together and ask each group to share one reason that came up in their group discussion. 
Facilitator Note- possible examples: strong emotions, wanting to fit in, feeling powerful behind a screen, it’s easy (low effort to comment/share)
5. Ask students to think silently: Have you ever liked or shared something before fully checking it?
6. Explain that reacting too quickly can spread misinformation, hurt people, and go against our own values.
7. Distribute discussion card #1 to each group.
8. Explain that you will provide them with an original post (A) and they will discuss it using the prompts on discussion card #1.
9. Have groups share their responses. Refer to the facilitator guide as needed.
10. Distribute discussion card #2 to each group.
11. Provide the full context (A) of the situation and have them discuss using discussion card #2.
12. Have groups share their responses. Refer to the facilitator guide as needed.
13. Repeat steps 7-12 with original post B and full context B. 
14. Explain that it is important to evaluate information before reacting online and that using the THINK strategy will help us pause and make thoughtful decisions before liking, commenting or sharing on social media.
15. Show the THINK poster and explain each acronym using the guide below.
T 
Ask yourself: Am I sure this is accurate?
Emphasize checking facts and context before reacting.
H 
Ask yourself: Does sharing this add value or help anyone?
Explain that not everything we see online needs to be shared. Especially if we don’t know if it is true.
I 
Ask yourself: Does this post or comment encourage something positive or motivate others in a helpful way?
Emphasize thinking about whether your reaction adds value, uplifts others, or sets a good example online.
N 
Ask yourself: Does this really need to be posted or shared?
Explain not everything that provokes emotion is important to spread.
K 
Ask yourself: Does my reaction reflect my values?
Encourage students to reflect on whether their online actions match their morals.
16. Debrief the lesson by giving each student an online post. Have them write a response using the THINK strategy. 
17. Collect posts as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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Avoiding a Mob Mentality Academy
(Middle/High School)
Social Media Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
7-8 S3C4 PO4b Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. 

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Reading
9-10.RL.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.
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