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Back to School Safety Academy
(K-2)
Pedestrian Awareness Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will be able to…
· learn the difference between safe and unsafe walking behaviors
· understand what being safe while walking means and why it’s important

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· Picture Cards, 1 copy for whole group
· Clifford Takes a Walk Book
· Dog Plush 
· Blank Sheet of Paper, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· [bookmark: _Hlk221261938]Read and become familiar with the Clifford Takes a Walk book
Optional Activity:
· Kid Justice, 1 copy per student
· Crayons
· Popsicle sticks
· Glue 

Timeframe: 30 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each.
2. Greet students and introduce the topic: “Today we’re learning how to walk safely.”
3. Ask students: “How many of you walk to school, walk to the bus, or walk in a parking lot?” Take a few responses.
4. Explain to the students: “Any time we are walking we need to make safe choices to keep our bodies safe.”
5. Tell students: “Now you are going to decide if a behavior is safe or unsafe when walking.”
6. The facilitator will hold up picture cards one at a time and ask the students to put their thumbs up if the behavior is safe or thumbs down if the behavior is unsafe. Continue until all picture cards have been discussed.
	A. A child walking on the crosswalk while holding an adult’s hand.
	Response: Thumbs up! The child is using the crosswalk and walking safely with an adult.
	Discussion Question: Why is using the crosswalk important?
	Answer: Crosswalks help drivers know where people are crossing and help walkers stay safe.

	B. Children running into the street to chase the bus.
	Response: Thumbs down!
	Discussion Question: Why is it dangerous to run into the street?
	Answer: The child could get hurt because cars may not see the child in time to stop.

	C. Children stopping at the curb and looking before crossing.
	Response: Thumbs up! We need to look left-right-left before crossing. 
	Discussion Question: Why is it important to look left-right-left before crossing?
	Answer: To make sure no cars are coming before crossing safely.

	D. A child playing with a toy while walking across a parking lot.
	Response: Thumbs down! 
	Discussion Question: Why is it unsafe to play while walking in the street?
	Answer: The child may not notice traffic, drivers, or other dangers nearby.
7. Invite all students to join you in the classroom’s designated read-aloud area.
8. Ask students to hold up a thumbs-up when they hear or see a character make a safe choice during the read-aloud.
9. Read Clifford Takes a Walk aloud to the class.
10. [bookmark: _Hlk212799285]After reading, ask the discussion questions below. Pass the dog plush to the student who would like to answer:
· What safe walking rules did Clifford practice?
Possible Responses: Clifford used the sidewalk, stopped before crossing, and walked safely with others. 
· What should we always do before crossing a street?
Possible Response: Stop, look left-right-left, and listen for cars. 
· Why is it important to stay alert near traffic?
Possible Responses: Cars can move quickly, and drivers may not always see children. Keeping our eyes up and paying attention helps keep us safe. 
· What is one walking safety rule you can practice every day?
Possible Responses: Use the crosswalk. Walk on the sidewalk. Hold an adult’s hand. Look both ways before crossing.
11. Have students return to their seats and distribute a blank sheet of paper to each student.
12. Debrief the lesson by having students draw or write about one safe walking behavior they will practice every day.

Optional Activity (insert prior to step 7):
1. Distribute a Kid Justice page and crayons to each student.
2. Give students time to color.
3. Once done, they will glue Kid Justice to a popsicle stick.
4. Students will bring their Kid Justice to the classroom’s designated read-aloud area and hold up Kid Justice when they hear or see a character make a safe choice during the read-aloud. 

Family Share: Encourage students to take home and share with their family the safe walking behavior they choose. They can discuss with their family members what it means to be a safe walker. 
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Back to School Safety Academy
(K-2)
Pedestrian Awareness Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Reading:  
K.RL.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
1.RL.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
2.RL.1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

Comprehension and Collaboration:
K.SL.1	Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
K.SL.5	Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 
1.SL.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
1.SL.5: Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
2.SL.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

Vocabulary:
K.L.6	Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading, and being read to, and responding to texts.
1.L.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships.
2.L.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe.

Health:
Strand 1: Comprehension of Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Concepts
Strand 5: Use of Decision-Making Skills to Enhance Health
Strand 7: Ability to Practice Health-Enhancing Behaviors
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