  [image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Returning to School After Absences Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:
· Inform students of acceptable and unacceptable reasons for missing school
· Help students identify strategies to catch up from absences
· Help students identify trusting adults and peers who can help them reassimilate back into school

Protective Factor Developed: Academic Achievement  

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Sorting Slips (see slides)
· Signs far apart around the room. YES – NO – UNDECIDED

Timeframe: 50 minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large sheets of paper and markers.
2. Provide each group with a set of Sorting Slips (see slides). Instruct the groups to sort the slips into 3 categories: LAWS – EXCUSED – UNEXCUSED.  
3. When most groups are finished, call on one group to read off the ’LAWS’ strips, another group to read off the ‘EXCUSED’ strips and another group to read off the ‘UNEXCUSED’ strips. Pause between groups to check for questions or other choices of where a strip could fall. Remind students that parents can always communicate special circumstances with their school to work out a plan that is best.
4. Next, instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of possible challenges with returning to school after excused or unexcused absences. 
5. Call on each group to provide one challenge. Continue rotating around to each group asking for one challenge until the most unique ideas have been reported.
Possible Challenges: transportation to and from school, feeling unsafe at school, having the proper school supplies, feeling behind and unable to catch up, feeling out of touch with friends/peers, concerned about what others are saying about your absence, etc. 
6. Explain to students that there are some strategies that can help students with returning to school. Assign each group two of the challenges brainstormed in Step 4. 
7. Display the following questions or provide a copy to each group. Instruct the groups to collaborate to answer the questions and be ready to report to the whole class.
1) What trusted adult could I go to if I were experiencing this challenge?
2) How could the school and/or my teacher help me if I was experiencing this challenge?
3) Are there any community resources that I know of that could help someone facing this challenge?
4) If my friend was experiencing this challenge, how could I help them?
8. But what makes a trusted adult helpful? Or a peer helpful?
9. Instruct the groups to create a situation with a student who is chronically absent. Collaborate to develop one strategy they could utilize to return to school, one trusted adult or peer they can ask for help, and 1 reason they trust that adult or peer. Groups can illustrate their situation and details on their large poster paper.
10. Call on each group to present and explain their poster. 
11. Debrief the lesson by asking each student to share a strategy they will use when returning to school after an absence. 
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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Returning to School After Absences Lesson Plan

Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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