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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School) 
Registering to Vote Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· understand components of civic engagement.
· learn what registering to vote means.
· evaluate why it is important to register and vote in elections.

Protective Factor Developed: Belief in Future
SEL Competency: Responsible Decision Making

Materials:
· “Registering to Vote” Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAI9vuvCads 
· “Absentee Ballot” Video: https://www.youtube.com/embed/4Ui-F__dg0o
· When You Turn 18 Booklet – 1 per student
· Register to Vote in Arizona Handout – 1 per student
· Register to Vote in Arizona Handout Answer Key – 1 for facilitator
· [bookmark: _Hlk96851266]Pen or Pencil – 1 per student
· Projector and Screen
· Whiteboard/Markers
· Post-it Notes – 1 pack per group
[bookmark: _Hlk96854478]Optional Materials:
· Laptop/Tablet 
· When You Turn 18 Booklet (online version): https://lawforkids.org/wyt18-booklet 

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk96947913](For Officers) Team Teaching: For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te][bookmark: _Hlk94552935]
Activity 1: The Importance of Voting
1. Explain to students that today’s lesson is about registering to vote. Introduce voting to students by playing the following “Registering to Vote” video on the screen.
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAI9vuvCads 
2. Have the following voting questions written out on the whiteboard. Alternatively, large poster paper may be used.
· Why is voting important? 
· Who has the right to vote in the United States? 
· Are there currently any groups denied the right to vote that you believe should have suffrage?
3. Divide students into small groups of 4-5 students and pass out post-it notes to each group. 
4. Share the voting questions with the class and instruct groups to discuss each question and write down possible answers on the post-it notes.
5. After 5 minutes, ask a representative from each group to place their group’s post-it notes under the corresponding question on the board. 
6. As a class, review the information on the post-it notes and ask for volunteers to elaborate as needed. 
· Why is voting important?
Possible Responses: Will vary but students may mention civic duty, political right, gives individuals a voice in the system.
· Who has the right to vote in the United States? 
Possible Responses: Citizens, 18 years and older, states vary with residency requirements.
· Are there currently any groups denied the right to vote that you believe should have suffrage?
Possible Responses: Responses will vary but students may state the following: those under 18, non-citizens, and felons who have lost voting rights. 
[bookmark: _Hlk94553914]
Activity 2: Registering to Vote in Arizona 
7. Explain to students that we will utilize the “When You Turn 18” Booklet to answer questions in small groups to learn about registering to vote in Arizona. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk96854159]Divide students into small groups of 4-5 students. Provide each student with a copy of the When You Turn 18 booklet. Alternatively, students may access the online version of the When You Turn 18 booklet at https://lawforkids.org/wyt18-booklet.
8. Provide students with the Register to Vote in Arizona handout and instruct students to find the answers to the following questions. Groups will be given 15 minutes.
· How do I register to vote?
Correct Answer: There are several ways you can register to vote: 
Your County Elections' Department for which you can access a full list at https://azsos.gov/county-election-info; If you have a valid AZ Driver's License or ID, you can register through https://servicearizona.com/; or
You can download the registration form on the Arizona Secretary of State's website and follow the instructions (https://azsos.gov/).
· I forgot to register. Can I just show up to vote anyway?
Correct Answer: No. Unfortunately, you cannot vote unless you have properly registered and your name appears in both the general county register and in the precinct register or list of your precinct and election districts (A.R.S. §16-122). However, there are some exceptions (A.R.S §16-125, §16-135 & §16-584).
· Where do I vote?
Correct Answer: You may vote at the polling place in the precinct in which you live. The county elections office establishes the polling place for your neighborhood. Additionally, some counties have voting centers that allow eligible voters to vote at any center in their county. You may also vote early, by requesting an official early ballot from your county recorder or other officer in charge of the election within 93 days before the election (A.R.S. §16-541 & §16-542). Early ballots are mailed in allowing individuals to vote without going to a polling place.
· What do I need to bring to the polls?
Correct Answer: When you arrive to vote at the polls on Election Day, you will provide your name and place of residence to the election official and present one form of identification from the list below. If you do not have one of the items below you can still vote using two forms of alternate identification. The list of alternate identification can be found on the state legislators page under (A.R.S. §16-579(A)).
· How can I change my address?
Correct Answer: You may change your address online at https://servicearizona.com/ if you have a state issued I.D. or by mail or in person at the County Recorder’s Office.
9. Call on volunteers to share their responses to the questions and answer any clarifying questions as they arise.

Activity 3: Absentee Ballots
10. Ask students if they plan to go out of state for college. Call on any volunteers that would like to share their plans.
11. If students choose to go to an out of state college, there are important rules they will need to know about voting. Explain that unless they register to vote in the state where their college is located, they will need to vote “absentee” according to A.R.S. §15-543.
12. Play the “Absentee Ballot” video on the screen.
· https://www.youtube.com/embed/4Ui-F__dg0o
13. Divide students into new groups of 4-5 students and provide each group with a pack of post-it notes to use for brainstorming. 
14. Ask the following questions and instruct groups to discuss each question and write down possible answers on the post-it notes. Have each question written on the board for the class to see. A volunteer from each group will place their group’s post-it notes under the question on the board. 
15. As a class, review the students’ responses and ask for volunteers to elaborate as needed.
· Why is it important to vote while in college? 
Possible Responses: Will vary, but students will mention having their voice heard, exercising civic duty, participating in the community, making a difference, setting an example for family, changing government, etc. 
· Who else, other than college students, might vote absentee? 
Possible Responses: Will vary, military overseas, elderly, those who have difficulty getting to a polling place. 
· What would encourage you to vote? 
Possible Responses: Will vary, may include, knowing my vote counts, knowing the candidates, feeling like my vote matters. 

Lesson Debrief: Ask students one thing they would do to prepare themselves to register to vote. Call on volunteers to share their responses with the class.
[bookmark: _Hlk95069358]
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School)
Registering to Vote 
Register to Vote in Arizona Handout 

Answer the following questions using the “When You Turn 18” Booklet.


How do I register to vote?





I forgot to register. Can I just show up to vote anyway?





Where do I vote?





What do I need to bring to the polls?





How can I change my address?



[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]

The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School)
Registering to Vote
Register to Vote in Arizona Handout
Answer Key

Answer the following questions using the “When You Turn 18” Booklet.

How do I register to vote?
Correct Answer: There are several ways you can register to vote: 
Your County Elections' Department for which you can access a full list at https://azsos.gov/county-election-info.
If you have a valid AZ Driver's License or ID, you can register through https://servicearizona.com/; or
You can download the registration form on the Arizona Secretary of State's website and following the instructions (https://azsos.gov/).

I forgot to register. Can I just show up to vote anyway?
Correct Answer: No. Unfortunately, you cannot vote unless you have properly registered and your name appears in both the general county register and in the precinct register or list of your precinct and election districts (A.R.S. §16-122). However, there are some exceptions (A.R.S §16-125, §16-135 & §16-584).

Where do I vote?
Correct Answer: You may vote at the polling place in the precinct in which you live. The county elections office establishes the polling place for your neighborhood. Additionally, some counties have voting centers that allow eligible voters to vote at any center in their county. You may also vote early, by requesting an official early ballot from your county recorder or other officer in charge of the election within 93 days before the election (A.R.S. §16-541 & §16-542). Early ballots are mailed in allowing individuals to vote without going to a polling place.

What do I need to bring to the polls?
Correct Answer: When you arrive to vote at the polls on Election Day, you will provide your name and place of residence to the election official and present one form of identification from the list below. If you do not have one of the items below you can still vote using two forms of alternate identification. The list of alternate identification can be found on the state legislators page under (A.R.S. §16-579(A)).

How can I change my address?
Correct Answer: You may change your address online at https://servicearizona.com/ if you have a state issued I.D. or by mail or in person at the County Recorder’s Office.
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“When You Turn 18: Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School)
Registering to Vote
Correlations

Social Studies
Civics
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens.

English Language Arts
9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
[bookmark: _Hlk90972718]9-12 SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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