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“Fake News: Uncovering Misleading Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
iCivics: Opinion & Analysis Lesson Plan[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This lesson activity is designed to supplement the iCivics.org lesson. The original lesson can be found at www.icivics.org. 
] 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]iCivics Link:  https://www.icivics.org/search-results?keywords=Opinion%20 
(Create your own account to access curriculum)

Formatted for Online Learning
Officers should obtain Administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson and MUST speak with their administration/teacher to discuss whether breakout room formats are appropriate or not.  

Objectives: Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk54163008]Learn the common categories of people expressing opinions in the news industry.
· Recognize common types of opinion often found alongside news.
· Distinguish between opinion and news.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills
[bookmark: _1fob9te]SEL Competency: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· iCivics Lesson 4 opinion & Analysis Teacher Guide: https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf.html?path=/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Opinion%20&%20Analysis_Lesson%20Plan_0.pdf 
· Opinion & Analysis Reading Side A-E: https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf.html?path=/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Opinion%20&%20Analysis_StudentDocs.pdf 
· A. Headlines Guessing Game Practice Activity Side A: https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf.html?path=/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Opinion%20&%20Analysis_StudentDocs.pdf 

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _2et92p0]Team Teaching: For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· [bookmark: _tyjcwt]Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
· Implementing LRE online with the classroom teacher will also provide support with teaching online.  The teacher can help monitor chats and address raised hands and technical difficulties.
· Follow the system that teachers have in place for online learning and work in conjunction with the teacher to make sure that they have a plan in place to monitor appropriately.

[bookmark: _Hlk54166858]News Literacy Teacher’s Guide
1. Anticipate:
A. Instruct students to respond in the chat box, words, or phrases someone may use when expressing their opinion. 
B. [bookmark: _Hlk53473170]Call out ideas as they are entered, check that each person had an opportunity to respond.
2. Distribute/Read Breakout Room Activity:
A. [bookmark: _Hlk53763522]Inform students that they will be placed in a breakout room and assigned one of the articles (See Opinion & Analysis Reading Side A-E: https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf.html?path=/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Opinion%20&%20Analysis_StudentDocs.pdf) to review. 
B. Each group should decide on 3 main “Take-A-Ways” from the article to share with the whole class.
[bookmark: _Hlk53475248]If breakout rooms are not available:
· Display each article (See Opinion & Analysis Reading Side A-E: https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf.html?path=/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Opinion%20&%20Analysis_StudentDocs.pdf) on your screen and ask student volunteers to comment on key concepts, encouraging a new student for each new comment to report.
Or
· Assign groups to download or view one of the articles and each find key concepts to share.
· Call on each group to use their mics and webcams to take turns sharing one key concept each.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk54171351]Distribute/Allow Practice Activity:
A. Provide the link for A. Headlines Guessing Game Practice Activity Side A: https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf.html?path=/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Opinion%20&%20Analysis_StudentDocs.pdf  for each student to download their own copy on their computer. Show a copy on your screen too. 
B. Instruct each student to fill-out their copy and be ready to report out.  (Optional, if allowed, pair students with a partner and allow them to collaborate with their partner for answers.)
4. Discuss:
A. Call on volunteers to report out on one of the headlines.  

[bookmark: _Hlk54171434]Lesson Closure:  
5. Match students with partners to discuss the following question or allow them to enter their response in the chat box:   What is one strategy you will use to distinguish news from opinions?
6. Call on partners to report out and/or read chat box responses.  
[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]
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“Fake News: Uncovering Misleading Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
iCivics: Opinion & Analysis
Correlations
Civics
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.
HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging in self- reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning. 

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Writing:
7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.3 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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