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This lesson was developed by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding from 
the Arizona Supreme Court and the Arizona Department of Education.
Think Before You Vote Lesson
Constitution Day (Attorney/Judge) Lesson
Grades 9-12

Objectives: Students will…
· Identify issues and candidate qualities that are important to them.
· Explain the purpose and importance of midterm elections.
· Explain why informed voting is important in a democracy.

Materials:
· Kids Voting Level 4 Midterm Activity Booklets or handouts (1 per student)

Timeframe: 30-40 Minutes	

Lesson Preparation:
1. Coordinate with the teacher to schedule the lesson and confirm the class size and grade level.
2. Order one Kids Voting AZ Level 4 Midterm Activity Booklet for each student at www.azbf.org/get-involved/publications. 
Activity:
1. Introduce yourself. Share your name and a little about the work you do and briefly explain how your work connects to elections, the law, or civic participation.
2. Divide students into small groups of 3–4 students.
3. Ask: "What issues are most important to you and your community?" Share one example of an issue that is important to you or something you encounter in your work. Invite students to discuss their ideas within their groups for a few minutes.
4. Lead a brief class discussion. Invite a few students to share what their groups discussed. Encourage students to notice that different people may care about different issues, and that all of those perspectives matter in a democracy.
5. Distribute a Kids Voting AZ Level 4 Midterm Activity Booklet (or attached handouts if booklets are unavailable) to each student. Explain that the booklet will help them learn more about voting, elections, and how to become informed voters.
6. Direct students to page 2 of the booklet. Ask each student to choose one issue they care about and create a social media post about it. Students should brainstorm ideas with their group, but each student should complete their own post.
7. Invite students to share. Ask a few volunteers to present their social media posts and explain why they chose that issue.
8. Instruct students to turn to page 6 of the activity booklet. Working with their small groups, have students complete the fill-in-the-blank activity to learn about midterm elections.
9. Go over the correct answers (see key below) with the class by reading the passage on page 6 aloud, pausing at each blank and inviting all students to call out the correct answer.
10. Ask students to discuss the following question with their small groups: "Why do you think midterm elections are important?"
11. Lead a brief class discussion. Invite one student from each group to share what they learned and discuss why midterm elections are important.
12. Introduce the Kids Voting AZ Midterm Election. Explain that each activity booklet has a unique voting code on the back. Students can use this code to cast their ballot online at kidsvotingaz.org.
13. Encourage informed voting. Before voting, encourage students to research the candidates. Remind them to think about the issues they identified as important, the qualities they want in a candidate, and whether the candidates' positions align with those priorities. Explain that informed voters learn about their choices before casting a ballot.
14. Debrief with a whole group discussion. Ask students:
a. Why is it important to be an informed voter?
b. How can researching candidates help people make better decisions?
c. How might understanding the issues that matter to you influence your vote?
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You may not be 18 yet, but your voice still matters! Recognize

your ability to develop your “civic identity,” and influence your
community. Create a post below about an issue that is important
to you and your community.
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> /| Didyouknow that most schools have arepresentative
- body called student council? They are there to
represent you! Don't have a student council? Maybe
‘you can make a new club at your school.

FAMILY CORNER “When vousee Eamily Corner you know this isa great
T timeto get your family involved in your activity. Ask
questions or work out a problem together.

When you see Tech Time, you can scan the QR code with a
7 ‘phone or device to play games, complete online acti
learn more about a topic.
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‘The United States has a representative democracy which
means that we elect people to represent us. Create your
leal candidate below on the tablet. Add the qualities
Iyt You thirik your candidate should have in each of the

)

TUI3§ thought bubbles.
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FAMILY CORNER

Interview your family to see what qualities they think
are important in your ideal candidate to represent you
Create two more thought bubbles to your ideal candidate
based on their responses
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