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This lesson was developed by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding from 
the Arizona Supreme Court and the Arizona Department of Education.
What Do You Think?
Constitution Day (Attorney/Judge) Lesson
Grades 9-12

Objectives: Students will…
· Evaluate multiple perspectives on a civic or law-related issue.
· Support opinions using evidence and respectful discussion.
· Explain why it is important to consider multiple perspectives before forming an opinion.

Materials:
· “What Do You Think?” poll question (Select one from lawforkids.org/youth/what-do-you-think) 
· Technology to display poll question
· Large paper and markers (1 per group)
· Internet-connected devices (1 per student; optional)

Timeframe: 30-40 Minutes	

Lesson Preparation:
1. Coordinate with the teacher to schedule the lesson and confirm the class size and grade level.
2. Select a "What Do You Think?" poll question that matches your area of expertise or a topic you feel comfortable discussing. Browse available poll questions at lawforkids.org/youth/what-do-you-think. Review the poll question and familiarize yourself with the background information and the additional resource linked in the question summary.
3. Plan how students will access the additional resource linked in the question summary. Depending on the poll question, students may read an article, view a video, or explore another online resource. Decide whether to provide printed copies, display the resource for the class, or have students access it individually using classroom technology.
4. Confirm classroom technology. Verify that you can display the poll question and, if students will be accessing the additional resource or voting online individually, confirm with the teacher that students have access to internet-connected devices.  
5. Coordinate with the teacher to provide large paper and markers for each group to create a T-chart, or bring your own materials if needed.
Activity:
1. Introduce yourself. Share your name and a little about the work you do and briefly explain how your work relates to today's topic.
2. Divide students into small groups of 3–4 students and distribute large paper and markers to each group.
3. Display the LawForKids poll question and read the background information aloud.
4. Share the additional resource associated with the poll question. Have groups explore this resource and create a large T-chart on their paper listing at least three arguments supporting "Yes" and three arguments supporting "No."
5. Explain the continuum activity:
a. Ask students to quietly reflect on the arguments they discussed and decide where they currently stand on the issue. Remind them that there is no "correct" answer.
b. Designate one side of the room as "Yes" and the opposite side as "No." Explain that students should stand somewhere along the imaginary line between the two based on their opinion. Students may stand anywhere along the line, including the middle if they are undecided. 
(Note: For large classes, consider having one student represent each small group instead of having all students stand on the line.)
6. Ask students standing near one another form small groups and discuss why they chose their position on the continuum.
7. Lead a whole-class discussion. Invite groups from different areas of the continuum to explain their reasoning. Encourage respectful discussion and allow students to respond to one another's ideas.
8. Allow students to move. Remind students that they may change their position on the continuum at any time if they hear a perspective that changes their thinking.
9. Ask students to return to their seats and debrief the activity by discussing why it is important to consider multiple perspectives before forming an opinion.
10. Have students cast their individual votes using the online poll at lawforkids.org/youth/what-do-you-think OR conduct a class vote and submit the class's results using a single device.
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