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Informed Voting Lesson Plan
(Grades K-2)
Objectives:  Students will…
· analyze criteria when voting.

Materials:
· Ballot A & B, 1 copy per student
· Ice Cream Handout, 1 copy per student
· Writing utensils and crayons
Prior to the lesson:
· Print and cut ballots A and B
· Gather writing utensils and crayons for students

Timeframe: 20 minutes

Activity: 
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each.
2. Ask the student to pretend that eating ice cream for lunch is an option. 
Facilitator Note- make sure they know this is a pretend situation.
3. Ask a few students to share their favorite ice cream flavor. While they are sharing, distribute Ballot A to each student.
4. Ask students to turn in their ballot after they have voted.
5. Count votes together and tally the votes on the classroom board.
6. Ask the class to compare the numbers: “Based on the votes, which option received the most votes?”
7. Inform the students that you have more information for them. The ice cream will be made of body lotion.
8. Ask students to share with their group how they feel about eating ice cream for lunch now.
9. Call on a few groups to share how they feel. While they are sharing, distribute Ballot B to each student.
10. Ask students to turn in their ballot after they have voted.
11. Count votes together and tally the votes on the classroom board.
12. Ask the class to compare the numbers: “Based on the numbers, which option received the most votes for Ballot B?” “Did the winner change?”
13. Ask students to share with their group why they think the results have changed.
14. Call on a few groups to explain why they thought the results changed from Ballot A to Ballot B.
Facilitator Note- If the students do not make the connection, help them understand that they needed more information before voting so they could get the result they really wanted.
15. Debrief the activity by distributing an ice cream handout to each student and have them color the ice cream they would vote for if they had a choice.
16. Allow students to share their illustrations if time permits.
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Informed Voting Lesson Plan
(K-2)
Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics:
K.C1.1 Explain why rules exist and why they are important.
K.C2.1 Explain how people make choices in a community.
1.C2.1 Describe ways people work together to make decisions.
1.C2.2 Explain how responsible decision-making benefits a group.
2.C2.1 Explain how citizens participate in making decisions.
2.C2.2 Explain why informed decisions are important.

Math:  
K.MD.B Classify objects into categories and count the number in each category. 
1.MD.C Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three categories. 
2.MD.D Represent and interpret data. 

Comprehension and Collaboration:
K.SL.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with peers and adults. 
K.SL.2 Confirm understanding by asking and answering questions. 
K.SL.4 Describe familiar topics and express thoughts clearly. 
1.SL.1 Participate in collaborative conversations. 
1.SL.2 Ask and answer questions about information presented. 
1.SL.4 Describe ideas and explain thinking. 
2.SL.1 Participate in collaborative discussions. 
2.SL.2 Recount or describe information presented orally. 
2.SL.4 Tell a story or explain ideas with appropriate facts and details.
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