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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“The Value of Positive Behaviors” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Truancy Lesson Plan
Formatted for Online Learning
Officer should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson and MUST speak with their administration/teacher to discuss whether breakout room formats are appropriate or not.  

Objectives:  Students will engage in an online voting activity. 

[bookmark: _Hlk57044458]Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills
[bookmark: _Hlk48028835]SEL Competency: Responsible Decision-Making Skills

Materials:
· Poll Question (See Step 5)
· LawForKids.org website “What Do You Think?” page: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think  

Timeframe: 40 Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· [bookmark: _Hlk47170461]Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
· Implementing LRE online with the classroom teacher will also provide support with teaching online.  The teacher can help monitor chats and address raised hands and technical difficulties.
· Follow the system that teachers have in place for online learning and work in conjunction with the teacher to make sure that they have a plan in place to monitor appropriately.

Attention Grabber: 
1. Inform students that Arizona Law requires student between 6 and 16 to attend school.  5 unexcused absences during the school year is considered “Habitually Truant”. (ARS 15-803).  If a student is absent 10% of the required school days, it is considered “Excessive Absence”.  Parents can be charged with a Class 3 Misdemeanor. (A possible max. 30 days jail sentence or max. $300 fine.) Studies indicate that students who are truant are at risk for harmful or unsafe outcomes such as delinquency, drug abuse, and/or academic failure.
2. Ask students to enter in the chat box possible reasons that students may be truant from school.  Call off reasons as they are entered.
3. Explain to students that with increased online classes being conducted due to Covid-19 during the 2020-2021 school year in Arizona there is now a term referred to as “Digital Truancy”.  Students who are absent from their online classes or failed to sign up.  
4. Now, ask students to enter in a private chat to you, reasons they think students may be absent from their online classroom.  Call out ideas as they are entered.
5. Next, inform students that they will participate in a poll question.  If the poll feature is not available on your online platform, display the question and its options and instruct students to enter the letter in a private chat to you.
Poll Question:  Which best describes your experience?
A. I have only missed my online classes when I was sick, injured, or for a doctor’s appointment.
B. I have missed my online classes due to technical difficulties at home.
C. I have missed my online classes due to other reasons.
D. I have never missed my online classes.
E. I don’t have online classes.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
6. Display the webpage and provide the link to students for the LawForKids.org website “What Do You Think?” page: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think  
7. Call on a volunteer to read the information for the Question: Should parents be held responsible for their student’s truancy?
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Divide students into small groups and inform them that they will be placed in a breakout room to discuss the  pros and cons and then come to a group consensus.  If breakout rooms are not available, lead the class in a group discussion on the pros and cons.
9. Next, call on each group or class to submit their vote, then call on volunteers to share reasons for their vote.  Call for a final class vote and submit the majority on the LawForKids.org website.
10. Reveal the results and ask for any comments.

Lesson Closure: 
11. Ask students to share what strategies they utilized to make their deciding vote.  
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