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History of Voting Rights Lesson Plan
(Middle/High School)

Objective: Students will... 
· increase their understanding of the history of Voting Rights through a class discussion and by completing The History of Voting Rights game on LawforKids.org.

Materials:
· Laptops or Chromebooks (at least one per group)
· Large Paper for Poster or Chart Paper/Markers (per group)
· Whiteboard
· Internet Service
· Student Access to Voting Rights Game - Instructor should choose between middle school game and high school game based on student ability level.
· Middle School: https://www.educaplay.com/learning-resources/12599955-history_of_voting_rights.html 
· High School: https://www.educaplay.com/learning-resources/12677674-history_of_voting_rights.html 
· “Group Denied” Cards (Attached) 
· Quarter Sheets of Paper for Exit Tickets

Facilitator Preparation:
· Play the History of Voting Rights game/Expansion of Voting Rights game prior to class to be familiar with its structure and content.
· Review the “Group Denied” cards to be familiar with content and to be able to anticipate student questions.
· Print and cut out two pages of “Group Denied” cards prior to class to be ready to hand out quickly. 
· Students may struggle with the reasoning as to why groups were denied. Let them struggle a little but prompt or explain as necessary. For example, the property requirement for voting was based on the idea that only those who owned land paid taxes and therefore, should be the only people who get to have a voice.

Timeframe: 50 Minutes
Activity: 
1. Introduce yourself and ask students to come up with a list of requirements to be able to vote in Arizona elections. The list should include the following:
· U.S. Citizen
· 18 years old
· No felony convictions
· Registered to vote
2. Place students in small groups of 3-4 students in each. Referring to the list the students created, ask students to brainstorm a list of groups who have been denied the right to vote in the past. Give the students two minutes and then have them share their group’s list with the class.
3. Direct the students to the appropriate game on the LFK website:
· High School Link to History of Voting Scramble
· Middle School Link to History of Voting Multiple Choice Game
4. Have the students play the game twice in their groups:
· The first time - Just to get familiar with the game and have fun! See how much they know. As the groups finish, hand them a “Group Denied” form. Make sure that all “Group Denied” forms are assigned per group, it is perfectly acceptable to have more than student group researching the same topic. 
· The second time - Have each group create a poster that answers the questions on their “Group Denied” card. Give each group 15 minutes to play the game and to create their poster using the answers to the questions from the questions on the card.
5. Have each group choose two spokespersons to present information about their group’s poster. Ask clarifying questions if they do not answer in their presentation:
· Why do you think this group was denied the right to vote?
· How was that reason for denying that group shown to be incorrect? 
· What laws were passed that gave this group voting rights?
· Were there additional obstacles to this group gaining full voting rights even after they were granted that right under the law? If so, what were they? How were these obstacles overcome?
· When were laws passed that granted this group full voting rights? 
6. Discuss student presentations and answers as a class.
7. Choose a poster from each of the “Denied” groups and have a volunteer bring it to the front of the room. Have the students line up left to right facing the class. Have the class put the posters in order from “Earliest to gain Voting Rights” to “Most Recent to gain Voting Rights”. 
8. Allow for discussion. Some students may argue that when different groups were legally given the right to vote and when a group was allowed to exercise that right occurred at different times. For example, African American males were granted the right to vote with the passage of the 15th Amendment, but some students may argue that it wasn’t until the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 that African Americans were truly able to vote in parts of the deep South. Allow for full discussion. 
9. Have the students tape the posters up on the walls based on the date rights were legally extended. (1- People who did not own property, 2-African American males, 3-women, 4-Native Americans, and 5-Young People ages 18-20)

Lesson Debrief/Exit Ticket: 
10. Give each student a quarter sheet of paper. Have them put their name on it and write down two things they learned today that they did not previously know, and one question they have. Give them 3 minutes to write something down. Ask for volunteers to share one thing they learned or a question they have. Discuss any questions and then collect Exit Tickets as students leave. 
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History of Voting Rights Lesson Plan
(Middle/High School)

Group Denied Cards

	Group Denied: People who did not own property (Land) 
-Why do you think this group was denied the right to vote?
-Why do you think the reason for denying that group was shown to be incorrect? 
-What laws were passed that gave this group voting rights?
-Do you think there were additional obstacles to this group gaining full voting rights even after they were granted that right under the law?  If so, what were they?  How were these obstacles overcome?
-When were laws passed that granted this group full voting rights?
	Group Denied: African American males
-Why do you think this group was denied the right to vote?
-Why do you think the reason for denying that group was shown to be incorrect? 
-What laws were passed that gave this group voting rights?
-Do you think there were additional obstacles to this group gaining full voting rights even after they were granted that right under the law?  If so, what were they?  How were these obstacles overcome?
-When were laws passed that granted this group full voting rights?

	Group Denied: Women
-Why do you think this group was denied the right to vote?
-Why do you think the reason for denying that group was shown to be incorrect? 
-What laws were passed that gave this group voting rights?
-Do you think there were additional obstacles to this group gaining full voting rights even after they were granted that right under the law?  If so, what were they?  How were these obstacles overcome?
-When were laws passed that granted this group full voting rights?
	Group Denied: Native Americans
-Why do you think this group was denied the right to vote?
-Why do you think the reason for denying that group was shown to be incorrect? 
-What laws were passed that gave this group voting rights?
-Do you think there were additional obstacles to this group gaining full voting rights even after they were granted that right under the law?  If so, what were they?  How were these obstacles overcome?
-When were laws passed that granted this group full voting rights?




[image: ]

The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court and the Arizona Department of Education.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LFK Voting Games- 
History of Voting Rights Lesson Plan
(Middle/High School)

Group Denied Cards

	Group Denied: Young People Ages 18-20
-Why do you think this group was denied the right to vote?
-Why do you think the reason for denying that group was shown to be incorrect? 
-What laws were passed that gave this group voting rights?
-Do you think there were additional obstacles to this group gaining full voting rights even after they were supposedly granted that right under the law?  If so, what were they?  How were these obstacles overcome?
-When were laws passed that granted this group full voting rights?
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History of Voting Rights Lesson Plan
(Middle/High School)
Correlations with Arizona State Standards

Social Studies
6.C2.1 Analyze the beliefs, experiences, perspectives, and values that underlie points of view regarding civic issues in the time period and regions studied.
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.SP2.1 Analyze multiple factors that influence the perspectives of people during different historical eras. 
7.SP2.2 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed over time.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C2.1 Analyze the powers of citizens in a variety of governmental and non-governmental contexts.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
8.H3.1 Explain how and why prevailing civil, social, religious, and political movements changed the United States during the 20th and 21st centuries.
8.H3.2 Explain how popular movements, reform efforts, and activist groups have sought to change American society and institutions.
HS.SP2.1 Analyze how contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives.
HS.C2.1 Explain the importance of individual participation in civic and political institutions. 
HS.C1.4 Analyze the evolution of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights, and human rights.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens. 
HS.H4.1 Examine how historically marginalized groups have affected change on political and social institutions.


Language Arts
6-8.W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline‐specific tasks, purposes, and audiences
6-8.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed, draw conclusions, and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing
9-10.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐ one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well‐ reasoned exchange of ideas.
b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision‐making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, and presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify, or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections based on the evidence and reasoning presented.
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