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[bookmark: _Hlk210215800]How has the United States Changed from 1776 to Today? Lesson Plan
Grades 3-5

Objectives: Students will…
· Learn about life in the colonies in 1776
· Explore images from 1776 and how life in the United States of America has evolved to today

Materials:
· Whiteboard and Marker
· Images, select enough images so each group will receive a different image. Then have enough copies so each student can receive an image.
· See, Think, Wonder Handout (1 per group)
· Facilitator Guide (1 per facilitator)
· Buzzer
· [bookmark: _Hlk65147870]2026 Arizona Law Day 3-5 Handout (1 per student)
· Artistic Materials (crayons, colored pencils, etc.)
· LawForKids Arizona Law Day Contest Page: lawforkids.org/contests/az-law-day-contest

Preparation: Prior to the lesson…
· Print the 2026 Arizona Law Day 3-5 Handouts. 
· Print and post images around the room. 
· Print the see, think, wonder handouts. 
· Gather remaining items (buzzer and artistic materials).

Timeframe: 45 Minutes
Part A: 1776 Brainstorm
1. Write “1776” on the whiteboard. Ask students to brainstorm what they think life was like in 1776 and discuss with a shoulder partner.
2. Call on a few students to share their ideas with the class.
3. Explain that in 1776, children were expected to help with chores and learn a trade or skill from their families. Most did not attend school and by age 14, many were considered adults.
4. Explain that today’s lesson is about what life was like in 1776 and how it has changed over time. 
Part B: Then and Now Activity
5. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each.
6. Explain that students will explore images from 1776 around the room.
7. Distribute a see, think, wonder handout to each group.
8. Assign each group to start at a different image around the room. Each group should bring their see, think, wonder handout and a writing utensil with them.
9. At each station, students should:
· Look carefully at the image together.
· Discuss and record their see, think, wonder responses on the handout.
· Spend 2–3 minutes per station. Wait for the teacher's signal (buzzer or clap) before rotating to the next image.
10. Continue rotating until groups have visited every image.
11. After the last rotation, instruct each group to choose one reporter to represent their group. 
12. The reporter will stay at their final image while the rest of the group returns to their seat. 
13. Have each reporter share their groups see, think, wonder responses for that image with the class. 
14. After a reporter has shared, the facilitator will use the facilitator guide to give more details about the image.
15. Once all groups have presented, have reporters return to their seats. 
16. Distribute an image to each student. 
17. Ask them write on the back how life in 1776 is different from life today based on the image. What has changed and what has stayed the same?
18. Collect images once done.

Part C: Arizona Law Day Handout
19. Have students return to their seats and distribute a 2026 Arizona Law Day 3-5 Handout and art materials to each student.
20. Explain that the United States of America is celebrating its 250th anniversary of signing the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026. It is called the Semiquincentennial.
21. Have the students silently think of an item or action from 1776 and how it has evolved to present day. 
22. Instruct students to complete the handout by drawing how they think their chosen item will look or be used in the future to be helpful for the community. It is their “wish for the future”. Students may work better with an example: 
a. In 1776 many children did not go to school. Now, children are required by law to go to school. For the future, I wish college would be free for all students so that all could better their careers. 
b. In 1776 some children worked to help support their family. Now there are laws in place to prevent children from being overworked. For the future, I wish the weekends were 3 days always so families could spend more time together. 
They would draw the “future wish” and write an explanation of their drawing. 
23. After students have completed the handout, debrief the lesson by reviewing what life was like in 1776 and how it compares to life today. Highlight how much has changed like education, transportation, and daily responsibilities and how some values like hard work and community have remained important. In many situations, laws have been enacted to help improve each of these items. Ask a few volunteers to share their drawings/responses with the class.
*To enter student work into the 2026 Arizona Law Day Contest, visit lawforkids.org/contests/az-law-day-contest. They could win an ipad!
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  2026 Arizona Law Day
How has the United States Changed from 1776 to Today? Lesson Plan
Grades 3-5 Standards Alignment
3rd Grade
· 3.C1.1 - Describe civic virtues and democratic principles within a variety of government structures, societies, and/or communities within Arizona.
· 3.C1.2 - Use listening, consensus-building, and voting procedures to decide on and act in their classrooms.
· 3.SP3.1 - Develop questions about Arizona history, geography, government, and economics.
· 3.C3.2 - Describe ways in which people benefit from and are challenged by working together, including through families, school, workplaces, voluntary organizations, and government.

4th Grade
· 4.C1.1 - Analyze civic virtues and democratic principles or lack thereof within a variety of government structures, societies, and/or communities within the Americas.
· 4.C2.1 - Use primary and secondary sources to generate questions about the concepts and ideas such as liberty, justice, equality, and individual rights.
· 4.SP4.1 - Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments.

5th Grade
· 5.C2.1 - Explain how a republic relies on people’s responsible participation within the context of key historical events pre-American Revolution to Industrialization.
· 5.SP3.1 - Develop compelling and supporting questions about the United States that are open to different interpretations.
· 5.SP3.7 - Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details with relevant information and data.
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