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 2026 Arizona Law Day
[bookmark: _Hlk210215402]How has the United States Changed from 1776 to Today? Lesson Plan
Grades K-2

Objectives: Students will…
· Learn about life in in the colonies in 1776
· Sort and compare images from 1776 to today

Materials:
· Arizona Law Day Picture Sort & Sealable Plastic Bag (1 for each pair)
· T-chart & Glue (1 for each pair)
· Facilitator Guide (1 per facilitator)
· [bookmark: _Hlk65147870]2026 Arizona Law Day K-2 Handout (1 per student)
· [bookmark: _Hlk95475344]Artistic Materials (crayons, colored pencils, etc.)
· LawForKids Law Day Contest Page: lawforkids.org/contests/az-law-day-contest

Preparation: Prior to the lesson…
· Print the 2026 Arizona Law Day K-2 Handouts. 
· Print the Law Day Picture Sort, cut and place each sort into its own sealable plastic bag. 
· Print the T-charts and facilitator guide. 
· Gather remaining items (glue and artistic materials).

Timeframe: 35 Minutes
1. Write 1776 on the whiteboard. Tell students that today’s lesson will explore what life was like in 1776 compared to life today. 
2. Divide students into pairs and distribute an Arizona Law Day Picture Sort and T-chart to each pair.
3. Instruct students to work with their partner to sort the pictures in the correct column: 1776 or Today.
4. After sorting, ask a pair to share a picture and explain which side they placed it on.
5. The facilitator will use the facilitator guide to guide the discussion and clarify any misunderstandings. Giving special attention to how things have evolved over 250 years. 
6. Distribute glue to each pair. All pairs will glue that picture into the correct column on their T-chart. 
7. Continue this process until all pictures have been shared and glued.
8. Ask students “What are some ways life in 1776 is different from life today?” Call on students to share their ideas. Make connections to the pictures students saw in their sort.
9. Distribute a 2026 Arizona Law Day K-2 Handout and art materials to each student.
10. Explain that the United States of America is celebrating its 250th anniversary of signing the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026. It is called the Semiquincentennial.
11. Instruct students to think of something from the late 1700s and reimagine it for the future. They should draw how they think this item will look or be used in the future to be helpful for the community.
12. After students have completed their handouts, allow volunteers to share their ideas and drawings with the class.
*To enter student work into the 2026 Law Day Contest to give the student a chance to win an ipad, visit lawforkids.org/contests/az-law-day-contest. 
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 2026 Arizona Law Day
How has the United States Changed from 1776 to Today? Lesson Plan
Grades K-2 Standards Alignment

Kindergarten
· K.C1.2 Follow agreed upon rules for discussions when responding to others and making decisions as a group.
· K.C1.3 Compare one's own thoughts and opinions with those of others.
· K.C4.1 Explain how people work together to identify and solve problems within the classroom and school.

1st Grade
· 1.C1.2 Follow agreed upon rules for discussions when responding to others and making decisions including consensus building procedures.
· 1.C1.3 Compare one's own thoughts and opinions with others’ perspectives.
· 1.C3.3 Explain how community groups work to accomplish common tasks and fulfill responsibilities.

2nd Grade
· 2.C2.2 Explain how all people, not just official leaders, play important roles in the world.
· 2.C4.2 Explain how rules function in public settings.
· 2.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
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