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History & Social Science Standards for Grades 9-12 
 
Introduction 
The Arizona History and Social Science Standards are premised upon a rigorous and 
relevant K-12 social studies program within each district and school in the state. 
Engaging students in the pursuit of active, informed citizenship will require a broad 
range of understandings and skills. The following standards are met through the Arizona 
Mock Trial Program. 
 
Anchor Standards  
Disciplinary Skills and Processes 

• SP2: Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and 
evaluate multiple perspectives about a given event to draw conclusions about 
that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues. 

• SP3: Historians and Social Scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to 
develop claims and answer historical, economic, geographical, and political 
questions and communicate their conclusions. 

• SP4: Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to analyze relationships 
among causes and effects and to create and support arguments using relevant 
evidence. 

Civics 
• C1: Civic virtues and democratic principles are key components of the American 

political system. 
• C2: Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities. 
• C3: An understanding of civic and political institutions in society and the 

principles these institutions are intended to reflect including knowledge about 
law, politics, and government are essential to effective citizenship. 

• C4: Process, rules, and laws direct how individuals are governed and how 
society addresses problems. 

 

Inquiry Arc 
Inquiry Element 1: Developing Compelling Questions 

• Central to a rich social studies experience is the capability for developing 
questions that can frame and advance inquiry. Those questions come in two 
forms: compelling and supporting questions. Compelling questions focus on 
enduring issues and concerns. 

Inquiry Element 2: Constructing Supporting Questions  
• Supporting questions focus on descriptions, definitions, and processes on which 

there is general agreement within the social studies disciplines and require 
students to construct explanations that advance claims of understanding in 
response.  

Inquiry Element 3: Gathering and Evaluating Sources  
• Students, whether they are constructing opinions, explanations, or arguments, 

gather information from a variety of sources and evaluate the relevance of the 
information. In evaluating these sources there are literacy skills, such as 
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identifying an author’s purpose, main idea, and point of view, that will help in 
evaluating the usefulness of a source.  

Inquiry Element 4: Developing Claims  
• Once students analyze information, they need to develop claims and 

counterclaims to answer social studies questions. Evidence is used to support 
these claims.  

Inquiry Element 5: Communicating Conclusions  
• Students formalize their arguments and explanations and communicate their 

results through various products to a wide range of audiences. Students also 
have the opportunity to critique their scholarship as well as the scholarship of 
others.  

 

Course Considerations for High School 
Civics/Government  

• Structures and function of tribal, local, Arizona and other states, national, and 
international governments including but not limited limits and powers of the 
legislative, judicial, and executive branch 

• Institutions of the national government including but not limited to federal courts; 
and the state courts  

• Citizenship including rights, roles, and responsibilities of a citizen and the 
process for naturalization  

• Civil Liberties and Civil Rights  
• American political culture, values, and principles that are basic to American 

constitutional democracy and the republic such as individual rights, rule of law, 
and equality  

 

Disciplinary Skills and Processes 
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate 
multiple perspectives about a given event to draw conclusions since there are multiple 
points of view about events and issues.  

• HS.SP2.1 Analyze how contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s 
perspectives.  

Historians and Social Scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to develop claims 
and answer historical, economic, geographical, and political questions and 
communicate their conclusions.  

• HS.SP3.1 Develop and frame questions about issues and events in the discipline 
and determine the types of sources that will be helpful in answering these 
questions.  

• HS.SP3.2 Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide 
range of views while using origin, authority, structure, context, and corroborative 
value of the source to guide the selection.  

• HS.SP3.3 Analyze the relationship between primary sources and the secondary 
interpretations made from them including possible limitations in various kinds of 
evidence and differing secondary interpretations.  
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• HS.SP3.4 Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value 
the source.  

• HS.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using precise and knowledgeable 
claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims 
and evidentiary weaknesses.  

• HS.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct 
sequence (linear and nonlinear) examples, and details with significant and 
pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and 
weaknesses of the explanation.  

• HS.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations that feature ideas and 
perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences and venues 
using print, oral, and digital technologies.  

Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to analyze relationships among causes 
and effects and to create and support arguments using relevant evidence.  

• HS.SP4.3 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant sources and interpretations 
into a reasoned argument.  

 

Civics  
Civic virtues and democratic principles are key components of the American political 
system.  

• HS.C1.1 Explain the significance of civic virtues to a well-functioning 
constitutional republic.  

• HS.C1.2 Evaluate how society and political systems in different contexts promote 
civic virtue and democratic principles established by the founding documents.  

• HS.C1.4 Analyze the evolution of civic virtues, democratic principles, 
constitutional rights, and human rights.  

• Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities.  
• HS.C2.3 Evaluate the evolution of ideals and rights established in historical 

documents, legislation, executive actions, and court cases.  
• HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens.  
• HS.C2.5 Compare the rights guaranteed in Arizona Constitution to those in the 

United States Constitution.  
• An understanding of civic and political institutions in society and the principles 

these institutions are intended to reflect including knowledge about law, politics, 
and government are essential to effective citizenship.  

• HS.C3.1 Examine how the United States Constitution established a system of 
government that has powers, responsibilities, and limits and analyze how those 
powers, responsibilities, and limits have changed over time.  

• HS.C3.2 Analyze the origins, functions, and structures of government at the 
national, state, local, and tribal levels and compare with other systems of 
government.  

• HS.C3.4 Analyze the impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, charters, and 
agreements on the maintenance of international order.  

Process, rules, and laws direct how individuals are governed and how society 
addresses problems.  



Mock Trial Standards Correlations 2022 
 

5 
 

• HS.C4.7 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures 
to make decisions in the classroom, school, and out-of-school civic contexts.  

 
History  
The development of civilizations, societies, cultures, and innovations have influenced 
history and continue to impact the modern world.  

• HS.H2.1 Explain multiple causes of conflict.  
• HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.  
• HS.H3.4 Evaluate how societies have balanced individual freedoms, 

responsibilities, and human dignity versus the common good.  
• HS.H4.1 Examine how historically marginalized groups have affected change on 

political and social institutions.  
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English Language Arts Standards for Grades 9-12 
 
Overview  
Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards work together in a clear progression from 
kindergarten through 12th grade. The following standards are met through the Arizona 
Mock Trial Program. Some standards appear to have similar wording at multiple grade 
levels; however, it is understood that they are to be applied with increased focus to 
progressively more challenging texts and tasks.   
 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 

• 9-10.RI.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• 9-10.RI.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

• 11-12.RI.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

• 11-12.RI.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of 
the text. 

Craft and Structure  
• 9-10.RI.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the  
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.  

• 11-12.RI.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an 
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a 
text.  

 
Writing Standards 
Text Types and Purposes 

• 9-10.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.  
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  
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d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

• 9-10.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content.  
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions;  
b. Develop the topic with well‐chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts.  
d. Use precise language and domain‐specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic.  
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and an appropriate tone while attending 
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the 
significance of the topic). 

• 9-10.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well‐chosen details, and well‐structured event  
sequences.  
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or 
events.  
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole.  
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or 
characters. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

• 11-12.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that logically sequences claim(s),counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence.  
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both 
in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, 
and possible biases.  
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c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims.  
d. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

• 11-12.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the  effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content.  
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that 
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 
include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful for comprehension.  
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of 
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts.  
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and rhetorical techniques 
to manage the complexity of the topic.   
e. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the 
significance of the topic). 

• 11-12.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well‐chosen details, and well‐structured event  
sequences.  
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of 
experiences or events.  
b. Use narrative techniques to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.   
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole and particular tone and outcome.   
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or 
characters.  
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

 
Production and Distribution of Writing 

• 9-10.W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is  most 
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significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grades 9-
10.) 

• 11-12.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade 
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

• 11-12.W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grades 
11–12.) 

 
Speaking and Listening Standards 
Comprehension and Collaboration 

• 9-10.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on  
grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively.  
a. Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well‐reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision‐making, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles  as needed.  
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and 
understanding and make new connections based on the evidence and reasoning 
presented.  

• 9-10.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and 
use of rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted 
evidence. 

• 11-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on  
grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively.  
a. Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well‐reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision‐making, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.  
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic 
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or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives.  
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task.  

• 11-12.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and 
use of rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
• 9-10.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, 

concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and  
the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and task; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

• 9-10.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9-10  
Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)  

• 11-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an 
organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing  
listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative 
perspectives. 

• 11-12.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11-12  
Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

 

Language Standards 
Conventions of Standard English 

• 9-10.L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
a. Use parallel structure.  
b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 
prepositional, and absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, 
relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to 
writing or presentations.  
9-10.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more 
closely related independent clauses.  
b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.  
c. Use correct spelling. 

• 11-12.L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested.  
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b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references as 
needed.  
11-12.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
a. Use hyphenation conventions.  
b. Use correct spelling.  

Knowledge of Language 
• 9-10.L.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 

different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  
a. Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual. 

• 11-12.L.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  
a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references for guidance as needed; apply an 
understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
• 9-10.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple‐meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.  
a. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, 
advocacy).  
b. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its 
etymology.  
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase. 
9-10.L.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain‐specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression.  

• 11-12.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple‐meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing  
flexibly from a range of strategies.  
a. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).   
b. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
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word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, 
or its standard usage.  
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase. 

• 11-12.L.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain‐specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression.  

 


