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“Understanding the 4th Amendment in the Life of A Teen” Academy
Middle/High
Understanding the 4th Amendment Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will review the 4th Amendment 
· Students will explore what the 4th Amendment protects
· Students will demonstrate their understanding of the 4th Amendment through illustrations

Materials:
· Internet Access/Projector
· Large paper with markers for each group
· Facilitator Guide
· 4th Amendment with Questions (1 copy per student)
· 4th Amendment with Questions Answer Key
· Dry erase boards with markers and erasers
· Yes/No Statements for facilitator/Key
· Teacher research:  Background information on the Bill of Rights

Timeframe:  50 minutes
Activity: 
1. Begin by dividing participants into groups of 4-5 students each.
Show the video:  Constitution Rap.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCJ2of4kx5E 
2. Then have groups use their large poster paper to illustrate the framework of our Constitution.
(See facilitator guide:  Framework of our constitution-give groups a copy if necessary)
3. Next show the video:  Bill of Rights Rap.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlt6R1KD4E0&list=RDUCJ2of4kx5E&index=3 
4. Then have groups list as many rights as they can remember in the time given (1 minute).  Review the list of rights using the facilitator guide:  Bill of Rights and inform students that this lesson will focus on understanding the 4th Amendment. ( It may necessary to explain to students that the Bill of Rights was important to colonial citizens because the King of England had violated rights of Englishmen by using ‘writs of assistance’ which unlawfully allowed English authority to search and seize their property without reason other than to obtain assets for taxes and exert power. The Bill of Rights ensures citizen rights against a government’s tyranny or abuse of power.)
5. Hand each student a copy of the ‘Full Text of the 4th Amendment’ handout.  Have students study the document, circling or highlighting any words, concepts or phrases they are unsure of.  Review briefly using the Answer Key.
6. Next, have groups discuss their responses to the questions below the text of the 4th amendment and choose a volunteer to record the group’s responses on the handout. They should also be ready to use their group’s responses for the following activity. (responses will be checked with next activity)
7. Give each group a dry erase board with markers and erasers.  Have a volunteer write ‘yes’ on one side and ‘no’ on the other. Inform students that they are going to participate in a group vote.  (options:  Post yes/no signs and have students stand under their response; Have each student use fingers or colored markers to indicate their response)
8. Use the Yes/No Statements for facilitator/Key.  Groups will vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ by holding up the side of their dry erase board that reflects their answer.  After each statement is read and groups have cast their vote, give the correct answer and allow for any class discussion or questions.
9. Now, have groups use their large poster paper to create a cartoon illustrating the 4th amendment. 
10. Allow time for each group to post their cartoon and explain its concepts.
11. Debrief the lesson by asking the following:
a. What other category would you add to “persons, houses, papers and effects”?
b. What purpose do the courts serve in 4th Amendment cases?
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“Understanding the 4th Amendment in the Life of A Teen” Academy
Middle/High
Understanding the 4th Amendment Lesson Plan
Facilitator Guide
Framework of the Constitution
Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances
1. Legislative Branch-makes laws
-Senate-2 from each state
-House of representatives-based on state population

2. Executive Branch-carries out laws
-President
-Vice President
-Cabinet

3. Judicial Branch-evaluates laws
-Supreme Court
-Federal Courts

*Amending the Constitution
Article 5:  ratified by at least ¾ of the state legislatures (21st amendment ratifies by ¾ of the states-repealed the 18th on prohibition)

Bill of rights

First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Second Amendment
A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Third Amendment
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner; nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Fourth Amendment
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Fifth Amendment
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation.

Sixth Amendment
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed; which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.

Seventh Amendment
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of common law.

Eighth Amendment
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Ninth Amendment
The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

Tenth Amendment
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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4th Amendment with Questions

FULL TEXT OF THE FOURTH AMENDMENT

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 
-U.S. Constitution, Amendment IV

1. What does the Fourth Amendment protect?



2. Who does the Fourth Amendment protect?



3. What does the Fourth Amendment protect people from?
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4th Amendment with Questions Answer Key

FULL TEXT OF THE FOURTH AMENDMENT

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 
-U.S. Constitution, Amendment IV

· ‘secure in their persons’-what you have on or are carrying on your body
· ‘effects’-items you process
· ‘unreasonable searches’- public safety is not a concern, violation of your rights
· ‘unreasonable seizures’-evidence obtained in an unreasonable search
· ‘Search Warrants’-legal written order giving law enforcement authority to search and seize 
· ‘probable cause’- facts used as a basis to search and seize
· ‘oath or affirmation’- declaration of truth

Questions

1. What does the Fourth Amendment protect?
· Persons
· Houses
· Papers
· Effects

2. Who does the Fourth Amendment protect? 
The people who live under the protection of the US Constitution

3. What does the Fourth Amendment protect people from?
‘Unreasonable’ searches and seizures
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Yes/No Statements/Key

 In the 4th Amendment does ‘persons’ mean…
· The clothing you are wearing? yes
· The purse or wallet you are carrying?  yes
· The article you are holding for someone else?  yes
· Your blood or body fluids?   yes

In the 4th Amendment does ‘houses’ mean…
· A camper trailer you are driving/riding in?  no, unless there is knowledge that you are living in it
· The apartment you are renting?  yes
· The car you are living in?  yes, with knowledge that you are living in it
· Your front porch? probably (open access to public, not fenced in or gated; evidence in plain view)

In the 4th Amendment does ‘papers’ mean…
· Your social media? no
· Your IPod? yes
· Your books or magazines?  yes
· Your homework, paper notebooks or scratch paper?  yes

In the 4th Amendment does ‘effects’ mean…
· Your backpack?  yes
· Your hygiene items? yes
· Your medication?  yes
· Effects you are holding for someone else?  yes

Does the 4th Amendment protect…
· Minors?  yes
· Undocumented Immigrants?  Yes
· Animals?  No

Does the 4th Amendment protect against…
· Reasonable searches and seizures? no
· Warrants without probable cause?  yes

[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Understanding the 4th Amendment in the Life of A Teen” Academy
Middle/High
Understanding the 4th Amendment Lesson 

Correlations
AZ State Standards											
	Civics and Government
	Visual Art

	Analyze the significance of the principles and ideas of the Bill of Rights. 
(7 S3C1 PO1a)

Differentiate the roles and powers of the three branches of federal government.(8-12 S3C2 PO2)

Describe the significance of the Amendments to the constitution.
(8 S3C3 PO5)
	Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork .
(S1C4PO 201)

Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and
commercial).
S1C4PO 302





AZ College and career Ready Standards
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	Key Ideas and Details
	Production and Distribution of Writing

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)

	Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source.                
(6-12. RH.2)

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
[bookmark: _GoBack](6‐12.WHST.4)
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