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“Understanding the 4th Amendment in the Life of A Teen” Academy
Middle/High
Is it Reasonable? Lesson Plan
Objectives:  
· Students will understand the terms: ‘Probable Cause’ and ‘Reasonable Suspicion’
Students will learn how their expectation of privacy can be different on school campuses
· Students will identify when it is reasonable to be searched by school officials
Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers
· Scenarios (one set per group)
· Facilitator Guide:  Reasonable Search v. Right to Privacy

Timeframe:  50 minutes
Activity: 
1. Begin by dividing participants into groups of 4-5 students each.
2. Write the terms:  ‘Probable Cause’ and ‘Reasonable Suspicion’ on the board and ask groups to compare and contrast the two terms and be ready to report out.
· Probable Cause-a reasonable person believes a crime has been, is or will be committed based on facts and circumstantial evidence; search warrant can be obtained and arrest
· Reasonable Suspicion-a reasonable person suspects a crime has been, is or will be committed based on suspicion and experience; stop and frisk; evidence would need to be found to arrest or request a search warrant.
· Both are means used to consider someone as a likely suspect or used to warrant searching a person and/or their effects, related to the suspected crime; both are limited by citizen rights for ‘due process’ of the law

3. Ask students to discuss with their groups if there is a difference with these two terms on campus and off campus.  Ask for volunteers to share what they think.  Inform students that school officials only need ‘reasonable suspicion’ to search a student or their effects but a police officer would use ‘Probable Cause’.  
4. Ask students to discuss with their groups why they think there is a difference.
Inform students that the Supreme Court has ruled that a student’s expectation of privacy is protected by the 4th Amendment, however, schools have a responsibility to maintain a safe environment for all students to learn in, and therefore school officials may search students and their effects but with reasonable limits because of age, gender and type of infraction and can only be conducted by school officials.  
5. Next, have the groups brainstorm a list and rank what they believe they have a right to privacy on school campus from lowest to highest expectation.  Allow time for groups to report out one item on their group’s list then rotate to the next groups until most items are reported out. (purse, pockets, backpacks, lockers, etc.)
6. Pass out a set of scenarios to each group on search and seizure issues at school. (see Facilitator Guide: Scenarios) Explain that as a group they are to read their scenarios and discuss as a group if a search is reasonable or if the student has a right to privacy.  Then sort their scenarios into two columns, one for ‘Reasonable Search’ and one for ‘Right to Privacy.  Debrief with class using the Facilitator Guide:  Reasonable Search v. Right to Privacy; ask students to comment on possible outcomes if searches were not conducted on the ‘yes’ examples.
7. Debrief the lesson by asking the following questions:
A. Can you think of a circumstance where ‘reasonable suspicion’ would be used? (provide corrective feedback)
B. Restate in your own words why school officials only need ‘reasonable suspicion’ to search.
C. Restate in your own words how the 4th Amendment protects your ‘expectation of privacy’.
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“Understanding the 4th Amendment in the Life of A Teen” Academy
Middle/High
Probable Cause v. Reasonable Suspicion Lesson Plan
Sources:
Juvenile Defense Network
Youth Advocacy Department - Committee for Public Counsel Services1 
Scenarios


Is it reasonable to search a student’s purse after a teacher saw her smoking in a restroom?



Is it reasonable for school officials to search a student’s locker after several other students reported that they saw that student distributing firecrackers from it?



Is it reasonable for school officials to search a student’s pockets based on a phone tip about drugs from an anonymous, reliable source?


Is it reasonable to search a student’s locker for drugs based on a teacher’s observation of that student having a cigarette in their hand?




Is it reasonable to search a student’s pockets because they were seen by the bleachers where other students sometimes use drugs?





Is it reasonable to search a student’s purse based on information that either she or other students had a weapon at school, when no weapon is found, continue to search further search for other contraband?
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Facilitator Guide:


Is it reasonable to search a student’s purse after a teacher saw her smoking in a restroom?
Yes, 
Using or possessing tobacco products on school grounds (buildings, parking lots, fields, and vehicles) or at off campus school 
sponsored events are a petty offense for adults and a delinquent act for minors.  (ARS 36-798.03). 

Is it reasonable for school officials to search a student’s locker after several other students reported that they saw that student distributing firecrackers from it?

Yes, 
See school handbook rules, fireworks are considered unsafe, a fire hazard; combustible 
Arizona Law (A.R.S. § 13-3101) says that a Deadly weapon is anything that is designed for lethal use, including a firearm.

Is it reasonable for school officials to search a student’s pockets based on a phone tip about drugs from an anonymous source, who is believed to have previously provided accurate information?

Yes,
(ARS 13-34) Arizona Drug Offenses
1.  "Administer" means to apply, inject or facilitate the inhalation or ingestion of a substance to the body of a person.-continues….

Is it reasonable to search a student’s locker for drugs based on a teacher’s observation of that student having a cigarette in their hand?

No, it is not reasonable to suspect drugs in a locker based on a cigarette in the hand; expectation of privacy with school lockers (In Interest of Dumas).

Is it reasonable to search a student’s pockets because they were seen by the bleachers where other students sometimes use drugs?

No, it is not reasonable to suspect drugs in a student’s pockets without prior experience or knowledge that would lead to that conclusion; expectation of privacy with pockets
(In re Appeal in Pima County Juvenile Action, 152 Ariz. 431 (App. 1987) 

Is it reasonable to search a student’s purse based on information that either she or other students had a weapon at school, when no weapon is found, continue to search further search for other contraband?

No, once the original suspicion was unfounded, there was no need to search for other items not previously suspected; expectation of privacy with effects (T.J. v. State)
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Correlations
AZ State Standards											
	Civics and Government

	Describe the principle of limited government; 
(8 S3C1 PO1e)

Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: upholding the constitution 
(7-8 S3C4 PO4a; HS S3C4 PO3c.)



AZ College and career Ready Standards
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	Key Ideas and Details
	Production and Distribution of Writing

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)

	Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source.                
(6-12. RH.2)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (6‐12.WHST.4)
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