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“Campus Crime Watch:  Fostering Leaders of Positive Change” Academy
(Elementary/Middle)
Campus Property Lesson Plan


Objectives:  
· Students will learn what the consequences of graffiti, vandalism and theft on school campus are
· Students will explore the effects of school campus crime on the community
· Students will consider how to report a crime on school campus

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Optional:  Poster of the laws already written out

Timeframe: 50 minutes

Activity 1: Stolen Property
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers.  
2. Ask the students what kinds of items their peers normally carry to school in their backpacks on any given day.  As the students provide their ideas, make a list of those items on the board or flipchart paper. 
Examples: 
· 
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· house keys
· laptop
· expensive perfume/cologne
· jewelry
· cell phone
· a photograph of someone special to them
· kindle
· extra change of clothes
· love notes/notes from friends
· iPod
· video games
· wallet
· flash drive
· lunch/bus money
· School Supplies
· Class/homework
· Toiletries


 
3. Tell the students that as a group, they should draw an outline of a backpack on their large poster paper.  Inside the backpack they need to draw 6 items of their choice they brainstormed in step #2.  Also have the group assess a value to each item they chose, if it is ‘irreplaceable’, have them write ‘irreplaceable’ and then include the total value they think it would cost to replace those same 6 items.  Give them about 10 minutes to do this.
4. When they are finished drawing, walk around the classroom and collect their drawings from them.  Explain to them to pretend that their backpack had just been stolen! 
5. Next, have them discuss in their groups their immediate reaction to their back pack being stolen and have them list the emotions they may experience on another large poster paper. Give them about 5 minutes to do this. (angry, sad, scared, etc.)
6. While they do this, put different titles on the board or flipchart with the different criminal charges against theft.  
Titles:
$25,000+ = Class 2 Felony = max 10 years
$4,000-25,000 = Class 3 Felony = max 7 years
$3,000-$4,000 = Class 4 Felony = max 3 years
$2,000 - $3,000 = Class 5 Felony = max 2 years
$1,000 - $2,000 = Class 6 Felony = max 1.5 years
Under $1,000 = Class 1 Misdemeanor = 6 month + fines

7. Tell the students that the crime committed against them is called Theft.
13-1802. Theft; classification; definitions
A. A person commits theft if, without lawful authority, the person knowingly:
1. Controls property of another with the intent to deprive the other person of such property; Explain that the penalties for Theft vary depending on the amount stolen.

8. Finally, have them list the actions they need to take to replace those items stolen.  Give the groups about 2 minutes to do this.  
9. Have each spokesperson report what items they included in their backpack, the total value they assessed and what criminal charges could the suspected thief receive.
10. Next, ask each group to discuss and be ready to share one precaution they could take to keep their backpack or other personal items from being stolen.
11. Debrief the activity by asking what other items at school could be a target for theft and what can be done to safeguard those items.

Activity 2: Damaged Property
1. Write the following phrase on the flipchart, “How would you feel if someone…”   Ask participants to think about their responses to the following situations without answering the questions aloud. (Note: Pause for a moment of quiet thought between each scenario.)
· Broke the backboard at the court where you play basketball?
· Slashed the tires of your bike?
· Spray-painted obscenities on your house?
· Defaced a close relative’s gravestone?
· Tore up your mother’s favorite rose bush?
…and then said it was a joke?

2. Get as many volunteers as possible to share their feelings on the scenarios.  Record the comments on the flipchart.  The goal is to get students thinking and talking about vandalism in personal – not abstract – terms.
3. Ask the groups if they consider these acts crimes. Explain that they are all crimes and that you want them to write a statute (Law) on poster paper that would prohibit these types of behaviors. Have them post and report out. Highlight similarities.
4. Explain that these crimes are defined by Arizona Revised Statutes as Criminal Damage. Have this definition written on a large piece of paper and compare it to the students’ definition. 
13-1602. Criminal damage; classification
A. A person commits criminal damage by:
1. Recklessly defacing or damaging property of another person.
5. Recklessly drawing or inscribing a message, slogan, sign or symbol that is made on any public or private building, structure or surface, except the ground, and that is made without permission of the owner. (Graffiti)

5. Ask the students to turn to a peer sitting next to them and share if they have seen acts of Criminal Damage / Graffiti at their school or in their community. Allow a few minutes of sharing and then ask for volunteers to share with the whole class.
6. Next, model for the students how to divide their large poster paper into 4 quadrants.  Illustrate how to label each quadrant with the following:  School, Community, Victim and Perpetrator.
7. Have the groups discuss the types of damages and the effects that vandalism/graffiti can have on each one of these groups. Have the group choose a different volunteer to record in each of the quadrants their group’s responses and be ready to report out.
8. Debrief the activity by asking the students to call out the possible people they should report criminal damages to.

Activity 3:  Accurate Crime Reporting
1. Ask the students to consider safe ways they can report crime on their campus.  Have each group discuss among themselves and be ready to give their one best answer.  Record the group’s response on the board.
Examples:  privately talk with a school staff; fill-out anonymous reporting slips and submit, Have your parent talk with administrators or teachers, etc.
2. Now, ask each group to create three questions they feel would be the most important information given on a school campus crime report from a student. Have a volunteer from each group record the questions and another volunteer to be ready to report out.
Examples:  
-What are the names or descriptions of the offender?
-Where or when did the incident take place?
-What did you personally observe or hear?

Debrief:
	Ask the students to share what effects reporting crimes on school campus would have on their school environment.
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“Campus Crime Watch:  Fostering Leaders of Positive Change” Academy
(Elementary/Middle)
Campus Property Correlations


	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)




	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.




	

	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

	Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(6-12 SL.4)



[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




