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“Campus Crime Watch:  Fostering Leaders of Positive Change” Academy
(Elementary/Middle)
Campus Leaders Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will discuss the traits of a positive leader 
· Students will identify the traits of positive leaders in their life
· Students will understand that EVERY STUDENT HAS LEADERSHIP POTENTIAL

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers
· 3 x 5 index cards ( 1 per student)
· 4 posters labeled with one of the following headings:  Family – School – Community – Personal Life
· Post-It Notes or 3 x 5 index cards cut in half (enough for each student to have at least 4)
· Example of a word cloud 

Timeframe: 50 minutes

Activity 1: Brainstorm Leadership Traits
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers.  
2. Begin by telling the students that this lesson will focus on what it takes to become a positive leader. Explain that many problems can be solved if someone is willing to “step up” and lead others.
3. Hand out 3 X 5 cards and ask each student to write down as many positive and civic leadership traits that they can think of. Explain that a trait is the same as an attribute or simply what makes a person a positive leader.
4. When they are finished have each member discuss their answers with other group members. On a large poster have the group compile all the different answers from within the group. Have a member of the group post the answers and be prepared to report out. 
5. As a group member presents, solicit answers from the class as to why this trait is so important. As the other groups’ representative wait have them circle similar terms on their lists. If any are missing that you think are important, add suggestions and discuss how those traits demonstrate positive leadership. 
Examples:  obeys the laws and rules, shows respect to those in authority, and sets a positive example, responsible, problem solves, patient, perseveres, listens to others, etc. 

Activity 2: Post-It Leaders
1. Share that leaders are found in our families, schools, communities and personal life. As the facilitator, identify a person in your life who has been influential and demonstrated positive leadership traits on the list. Share with the students a description of that influential person in your life. 
2. Next, place three posters around the room, labeled with one of the following headings: Family, School, Community, and Personal Life. Have each student record the names or description of the people they believe are positive leaders in each of these categories on Post-It Notes and place them on the appropriate poster. Students should also be prepared to explain why. 
3. Invite a few volunteers from the class to stand near a poster to read their own Post-It Note and explain why they picked that individual; what specific leadership traits did that person display.

Activity 3:  Leadership Traits Word Cloud
1. Tell the students that every student has leadership potential. Show an example of a ‘Word Cloud’ and instruct the groups to use the different words that describe the traits of a good leader to create their group’s word cloud. Remind them that they can use different colors, fonts and directions of the word and their word cloud can form a pattern or recognizable object.
2. Also instruct each student to circle one word from their group’s word cloud that they think best describes them and be ready to share that when the groups present this activity. 
3. When they are finished inform them that these are all characteristics that describe positive leaders.
4. Write the following words on the board and assign each group one topic:  vandalism, graffiti, theft, drug use.  Remind the students that they have the potential to be positive leader.  Instruct the students to brainstorm as a group ways that they can take a leadership role in reducing unsafe or criminal behavior on their school campus in the area they were assigned, record their ideas with their word cloud and be prepared to report out.
5. As groups report out, ask how their own delinquent behavior or lack of positive leadership skills challenges their effectiveness as leaders.

Debrief:
1. Have the students take turns sharing with their group a brief experience of when they demonstrated good leadership skills.  Have the listeners of the group identify positive leadership traits they heard. 
2. If time permits, ask for volunteers to share their leadership experience and the positive leadership traits they demonstrated. 
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“Campus Crime Watch:  Fostering Leaders of Positive Change” Academy
(Elementary/Middle)
Campus Leaders Correlations
	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)




	

	Production and Distribution of Writing

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(6‐12.WHST.4)



	

	Visual Art

	Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork.
(S1C4PO 201)

Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and commercial).
S1C4PO 302
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