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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Campus Safety:  A Weapon Free Zone” Academy
Middle/High School
Rights and Responsibilities of Owning a Weapon Lesson Plan

Objectives:  Students will learn about the rights and responsibilities of owning a weapon

Materials:
· Poster paper and markers for each group
· Bill of Rights/US and State Constitution Handout
· 8 posters labeled (see Facilitator Guide)
· Facilitator Guide: Fire Arm Possession
· Gun Facts strips 

Timeframe:  50 minutes
Activity: 
1. Begin by dividing participants into groups of 4-5 students in each.
2. Inform students that this lesson will help them understand their right regarding owning a firearm and the responsibilities that freedom carries.
3. Ask students to discuss in their groups what types of rights we have as U.S. citizens and where these rights are found.  Ask a volunteer from each group to record their group’s responses.  (see Bill of Rights handout)
4. Have groups rotate reporting out one idea at a time.
5. Next, hand each student a copy of the Bill of Rights/U.S. and State Constitution handout. Have groups take turns reading the Constitution excerpts to their group and circle any unfamiliar words or phrases. Have each group report out on the words/phrases that they do not understand and briefly clarify for them.
6. Next, have groups compare the differences and similarities of the two excerpts and report out on their comparisons. 
7. Next, discuss why they think both the state and federal constitutions would have this right.  Have a volunteer draft a simple statement that reflects their group’s response and be ready to report out. (Explain that although we as US Citizens have the “right to bear arms” there are still laws that restrict who can own or possesses a firearm and where they can be carried.)
8. Inform groups that they will now participate in a ‘carousel activity’(explained in steps 9&10).  Post the 8 labeled posters around the room.
9. Assign each group a marker and a poster to start with (the group should stand in front of their assigned poster) and explain that as a group they should discuss the question and record one idea on the poster. They should then wait for you to signal all groups to rotate to the next poster and continue.
10. Groups should continue in this manner until each group has answered all questions. When groups have returned to their original poster, have them report out the responses on that poster.  (see facilitator guide:  Firearm Procession)
11. Now explain that although we as American citizens have the right to own and in some states carry fire arms; this right comes with a tremendous amount of responsibility.  
12. Hand each student a ‘Gun Fact’ and instruct them to share their fact with their group. Next, have each student get up and share their fact by using ‘Each One-Teach One’* with at least three other students in the room who are not part of their group and then return to their seats. (*Each one Teach One- individuals read their own fact then teach their information to another student. They will then listen as the other student teaches their fact to them. After both students have exchanged their information, each student should then find another student to teach their fact to)
13. When all their group members are seated they should share a fact they learned from another student; different from what anyone else in the group is sharing.
14. As they report out on a fact, elaborate or clarify on each point.
15. Tell students that because gun possession is such a large part of our culture, they may see a firearm at a friend’s house, in their neighborhood or some other public place. Here are some things to remember:
· Always assume the gun is real and loaded
· Never touch it
· Tell an adult/Call 911
16. If time permits, students can create and present a Public Service Announcement that incorporates what they have learned about the rights and responsibilities of fire arm ownership.  It can be in the form of a poster, song or commercial.  
17. Debrief the lesson by asking the following questions:
a. Why do rights come with responsibilities?
b. What are some ways being responsible around fire arms provide safety?












[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Campus safety:  A Weapon Free Zone” Academy
Middle/High School
Rights and Responsibilities of Owning a Weapon Lesson Plan

Bill of Rights/U.S. and State Constitution 
Handout

Bill of Rights

1. Freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition.
2. Right to keep and bear arms in order to maintain a well-regulated militia.
3. No quartering of soldiers.
4. Freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures.
5. Right to due process of law, freedom from self-incrimination, double jeopardy.
6. Rights of accused persons, e.g., right to a speedy and public trial.
7. Right of trial by jury in civil cases.
8. Freedom from excessive bail, cruel and unusual punishments.
9. Other rights of the people. 
10. Powers reserved to the states.

2nd Amendment to the US Constitution 

“A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”

Article 2 Section 26 of the Arizona Constitution. 


“The right of the individual citizen to bear arms in defense of himself or the State shall not be impaired, but nothing in this section shall be construed as authorizing individuals or corporations to organize, maintain, or employ an armed body of men.” 
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Facilitator Guide: Fire Arm Possession


Who can possess a firearm?

· A person 21 years of age or older concealed on their person or in their vehicle
· A person 18 years or older
· Someone in the military

Who cannot possess a firearm?
· A person under 18 years of age
· A person convicted of a felony that has not had his rights restored
· A person on probation for an act of Domestic Violence
· A person on parole, community supervision, work furlough
· A person who is deemed to be a danger to themselves or others
· A person who is deemed insane

Where you can possess a firearm?
· In your home
· On your property
· In your vehicle*
· Anywhere firearm possession is not prohibited*

Where you cannot possess a firearm?
· On school property
· At an airport
· Nuclear Power Plant
· Court 
· Any public establishment or event where firearm possession has been prohibited

When can a minor possess a firearm?  
· Minors with a parent, grandparent, qualified hunter, safety instructor, or qualified firearms safety instructor as long as there is permission from a parent or guardian. 
· Minors between the ages of 14 and 18 when involved in lawful hunting or shooting events or marksmanship practice

What qualifies as a fire arm?
Loaded or unloaded:
· Handgun
· Pistol
· Revolver
· Riffle
· Shotgun

What are the responsibilities for owning a firearm?
· Keep fire arms secure and controlled
· Sporting firearms are unloaded before brought home and never loaded at home
· Firearms are maintained and cleaned
· Ammunition is stored under lock and key
· Read and understand owner’s manual
· Be informed and follow rules, laws and ordinances for owning a fire arm
· Owner is trained and practices use of firearm if it is to be used

What safety steps should you take if you see a fire arm?
· Leave it alone
· Don’t touch it
· Don’t let anyone else touch it
· Tell an adult


All information related to this activity comes from ARS 13-3101 and 13-3102 and 13-3111
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Gun Fact Strips

1. 97% of firearm-related deaths in Arizona 2012 were preventable.
Bureau of Women’s and children’s health 2013
 


2. There is an estimated 310 million firearms in the United States.  
2013 BTAFE




3. 37% of persons surveyed said they or someone in their household owns a firearm.
 Pew Research Institute




4. [bookmark: _GoBack]In 2010, 1,982 youth (10-19) who were murdered, 84% were killed with a fire arm.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2012). Injury prevention & control: Data & statistics




5. More than 75% of guns used in suicide attempts and unintentional injuries of 0-19 year-olds were stored in the residence of the victim, a relative, or a friend. 
WISQARS Injury Mortality Reports, 1999-2010, supra note 





6. Overall, about a third of all Americans with children under 18 at home have a gun in their household,   including 34% of families with children younger than 12. 
Pew Research Center





7. Many young children, including children as young as three years old, are strong enough to fire handguns.
The demographics and politics of gun-owning households Pew Research Center






8. Firearm injuries are the cause of death of 18 children and young adults (24 years of age and under) each day in the U.S. 
Id., Nat’l Ctr. for Injury Prevention & Control, U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 






9. The practices of keeping firearms locked, unloaded, and storing ammunition in a locked location separate from firearms may assist in reducing youth suicide and unintentional injury in homes with children and teenagers where guns are stored. 
David C. Grossman et al., Gun Storage Practices and Risk of Youth Suicide and Unintentional Firearm Injuries






10.  In 2011, 2, 703 youth (ages 0-19) were killed by gunfire in the U.S. 61% were homicides.
Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence (2012). The truth about kids & guns
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Correlations
Arizona State Standards
	Civics and Government
	Health
	Physical Education

	Analyze the significance of the principles and ideas of the Bill of Rights. 
(7 S3C1 PO1a)

Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law
(7-8 S3C4 PO4b)

	Examine the likelihood of injury or illness if engaging in unhealthy behaviors.
(6-12 S1C6 PO2)

Analyze the outcomes of a health-related decision.
(6-8 S5C2 PO6)

	Recognize the level of risk in various sports and activities.
(9-12 S5C1 PO4)



Arizona College and Career Ready Standards
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	Key Ideas and Details
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)



	Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of
primary and secondary sources. 
(6‐12.RH.1)

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. (6-12.RH.1)

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source.                
(6-12. RH.2)

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text; (6-12.RH.4)

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(6‐12.WHST.4)
	Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(6-12 SL.4)
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