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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Cellphone Use: What’s Legal?” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Cellphones and Driving Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students should learn the consequences of cellphone use while driving.
· Students should learn strategies to be safe behind the wheel and cellphone use.
· Students should have the opportunity to express to their peers how they feel about their safety with a distracted driver. 

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Feelings of efficacy

Materials: 
·  Large poster paper and markers for each group
· “Cellphones and Driving” handout, 1 per group
· Postcard, 1 per student

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide students into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers and the Cellphones and Driving handout.
2. Have students share with their group how they feel when they are a passenger, and the driver is using their cellphone. Walk around each group and provide positive feedback. 
3. Have volunteers share out to the group.
4. In groups, have students complete the handout “Cellphones and Driving”. 
5. Have each group share out.
6. Share with the class the following statistics from the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office:
· In the Unites States, 3,166 people were killed in 2017 by distracted drivers; 229 of those fatalities were teens; 599 of those fatalities were nonoccupants. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/397/Distracted-Driving#sources] 

7. Inform the students that cellphones are a significant part of peoples’ lives. Ask the groups to use the large poster paper and markers to list different ways phones are used while driving. 
8. Ask each group to share 2 different answers before asking all groups if they had other answers that had not been shared yet. Possible answers: for directions, to talk, music, text, social media, take pictures.
9. Explain the “Hands Off Law” and the consequences for violating the law. 
Effective since January 2021, the Arizona Hands-Free Law prohibits the use of stand-alone electronic devices, such as cell phones and tablets, while driving, unless operated in hands-free mode.
Criminal penalties, $2,500 fines and up to 6 months in jail for causing injuries or death.
10. To help the students further understand the law, explain that 4 scenarios will be provided. The groups should discuss the scenario and decide if it is against the law or not against the law. One representative of the group should stand if they feel it is against the law. If they feel it is not against the law, all group members should remain seated but have 1 person be prepared to share their groups’ reason.
a. While stopped at a light, checking a text message (Legal)
b. Holding the phone and talking on it while driving (Illegal under the 2021 Hands Off Law)
c. Pulling over and stopping to put in an address for directions (Legal)
d. Using the phone to change songs while driving (Possibly legal. Might fall under "engage or disengage a function on the device")
11. Review each scenario and the answer after selecting 1-2 students to explain their groups’ reason for their answer.
12. Next, explain to students that they will participate in an activity to analyze the statistics and the law. Ask the students to think about the statistics they heard in step 6 about driving (repeat the stat in step 6 if needed) and then the law they just reviewed. Ask the small groups to discuss the following questions:
· How can this law help reduce injuries or fatalities from car accidents?
· List 2 reasons people may agree with this law and 2 reasons people may disagree.
· Do you agree or disagree with this law? Why or why not?
13. Call on a few volunteers to share their group’s answers.
14. Next, ask the groups to use their large poster paper and markers to brainstorm some strategies they could use to stay safe while driving. Assign each group 1 of the following to brainstorm ways to stay safe when the following situation arises while driving:
a. You need to send someone a message 
i. Possible answers: ask your passenger to write and send the message, wait until after you stop to send the message, use talk to text to respond.
b. You need driving directions
i. Possible answers: ask your passenger to type in the driving directions or pull over and type in the direction yourself.
c. You want to use a different playlist
i. Possible answers: Have a playlist with many options before driving, ask your passenger to change your playlist or pull over to the side to change it yourself. 
d. You are getting a lot of notifications from social media
i. Possible answers: silence your notifications while driving, pull into a parking lot to see what the notifications are, wait until you get to your destination, ask your passenger to see.
15. Walk around each group and provide feedback as needed.
16. To debrief the lesson, have students complete the postcard they would “send to their friend” explaining one thing they learned about distracted driving and one feeling. Volunteers may share out. Collect the postcards as they leave. Review them later to determine if students understood the content. 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY
Insert after step 15 and before step 16
1. Next, ask each group to report out. They can report out in one of the following ways:
2. Perform a skit for their favorite safe strategy, then read the rest
3. Read all of their safe strategies
4. Post their paper on the wall so others can view their strategy. Groups can walk around and decide which strategy is their favorite on every poster paper and mark it with a check mark. 
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Arizona State Standards Correlations
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Writing
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. (9-10.W.1.e)













Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                           April, 2024	Page 1

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




image2.emf
Civics and Government   Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as means of addressing public problems.   ( 8.C4.2 )     Comprehension and Collaboration   Engage effectively in a range of  collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse  partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues. (8.SL.1)  


