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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Child Safety”: Academy
(Elementary:  K-3)
Take Care of Property Lesson Plan

Standards: Strand 3: Concept 4: Rights, Responsibilities and Roles of Citizenship: PO2c/PO1c Why there are rules and the consequences for violating them.
Objectives:  
· Students will understand what vandalism is
· Students will present information regarding taking care of property
· Students will give rules for taking care of property  

Materials:
· Word cards- see PPT slides (choose relevant words for each partnership; add pictures from magazines or internet for language learners or non-readers if necessary)
· Coloring Page- see PPT slide

Timeframe: 35 Minutes

(5 mins.) Introductions:  School Resource Officers should introduce themselves and ask the students if they have seen a police officer drive around their neighborhood?  What were they doing?  (Looking for people who might need help, talking with people, keeping the neighborhood safe, etc.) Inform the students that police help protect property.

(10 minutes) Activity 1: Whole Class
1. Explain to the students that classrooms are a fun place to learn and make friends with other students. Ask the students to touch thumbs with someone near them and that person will be their ‘Thumb Buddy’. Next, ask the students to share with their ‘Thumb Buddy’ some ways they take care of their classroom and be ready to share with the class.  Ask for a few volunteers to share and inform the rest they will have more opportunities to share later.  (Possible Answers: pick up school toys, put away supplies, only use what is needed, wipe off messes, etc.)
2. Ask the students why it is important to take care of their classroom. (Possible Answers: So that they have a safe room to walk in, so they can use their supplies again)
3.  Ask the students to share with the class a rule they have for taking care of their classroom.  
4. Explain to the students that their school is a place where students can come and learn and be safe.  Next, ask the students to share with their “Thumb Buddy’ ways they take care of their school and be ready to share with the class.  Ask for a few different volunteers to share.  (Possible Answers: pick up trash, wipe up spills, walk where allowed, report if someone is hurting school property, etc.)  
5. Ask the student to share with the class a rule they have for taking care of their school.  
6. Continue this line of questioning with ‘Think, Pair and Share’ (Thumb Buddy Strategy) with ways to take care of their neighborhood. Again, call on a few different volunteers to share. (Possible Answers: throw away litter in trash cans, pick up their dog’s poop when walking them, tell parents if strangers are bothering other kids, volunteer/donate, etc.)
7. Ask the students why it is important to take care of their neighborhood. (Possible Answers: So that they have a safe place to live and play at, show consideration for others, to use and enjoy again)
8. Next, ask the students to share with their ‘Thumb Buddy’ anytime they have seen things in their classroom, school or neighborhood that had been damaged on purpose by others and be ready to share. *Make sure to set guidelines that do not allow the students to tell on other students during the large group. They should meet after class if they would like to disclose.
5. Ask for volunteers to share their experiences.  (Possible Answers: graffiti, broken property, marked or scratched, surfaces, paper stuffed in toilets, food dumped on floors, school supplies broken on purpose, torn pages in books, drawings/marks in books, gum on desks, etc.) 
6. Ask the students to show you a face that expresses how they would feel if someone vandalized their property.  
7. Explain to the students that damaging other people’s property on purpose is ‘Vandalism’.  Vandalism is against the law and school rules.  Someone found damaging property through vandalism may have to pay lots of money and could go to jail if they are over the age of 8.  Students vandalizing school property may have to help clean-up or repair the damage and their families could have to pay money to have the property cleaned-up or fixed. Students may not be allowed at school for a time. (see school handbook for specific consequences to students) 

(15 minutes) Activity 2: 
1. Combine all ‘Thumb Partners’ into groups of 4.  Hand each group a word card that contains an item used at school that does not belong to them. (Add pictures to the cards for language learners and non-readers, from magazines or the internet or give the groups one example at a time to think about.) (Possible Items listed below in step #3)
2. Explain that each group should think of one way they use this item and one rule for how this item should be taken care of so others can use it.  Further explain that a volunteer from each group will present their card or the group can take turns presenting the information to the class to teach others.  
3. Model one of the cards as an example.  Walk around to each group, guiding and directing as needed.  Ask for volunteers to share their cards and information.  Assist the students with sharing if they need it.  (Choose cards with items relevant to your students)
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· Classroom Wall
· Crayons
· Scissors
· Bathroom Walls
· Cafeteria
· Classroom Toys
· Classroom Books
· School Desks
· School Paper
· Bulletin Board
· Pencils
· Student Backpack
· Student Jacket
· Playground
· Game Balls
· Artwork
· School Signs
· Sidewalks
· Doors
· Toilets
· Sinks
· Trees
· Plants
· Trashcans
· Water Fountains
· Computers
· White Boards


 (5 mins.) Activity 3:  Coloring Page 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Debrief:  Hand each student the Coloring page, see PPT slide.  Instruct the students to trace the sentence: “I will follow rules for taking care of _____________.” and have the students draw a picture of something at school they will take care of.  (Optional:  Have students write their own sentence on following rules for respecting property and draw a picture of some property they will show care for. **If presenting all 6 lessons in this cohort, pages may be saved to combine with the next lessons’ pages to create a booklet or page can be sent home or completed in class.  

(15 Minutes Extension Activity)
1. Post paper on a wall and inform the students that they have permission to write and or illustrate ways to take care of their environment on this paper.  Explain that this is a classroom graffiti wall and the purpose is to express your ideas in a respectful way that follows the classroom rules.
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