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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Creating a Safe Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Is it Borrowing or Stealing? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· understand how school thefts impact the learning environment.
· learn their role in protecting the school from theft.
· practice reporting about a mock theft.

Protective Factor Developed: Connection/Commitment to School

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· 3 signs: YES – NO – MAYBE 

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Ice Breaker Activity: 
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students in each. Provide large poster paper and markers for each group. Assign members of each small group a partner.
2. Post the following guide questions on the board and instruct the partners to take turns sharing the time when they had something stolen from them. The partner listening can use the questions on the board to interview their partner.
3. The teacher and you should rotate to each group, engaging in the conversations. 
· Have you ever had something stolen from you or someone you know?
· What feelings were experienced?
· What was the short-term impact?
· What was the long-term impact?
· What was the outcome?
4. Next, instruct the groups to discuss the difference between stealing and borrowing. Does borrowing ever become stealing or stealing becomes borrowing?
5. Call on the group to share their comments.
Possible Responses: Stealing is purposeful and criminal, borrowing should be with permission. If you forget to return it, you may be reminded but the person may think twice before loaning you something again. If you borrow something with permission but intentionally never return it, it could be a case of stealing. 

Lesson:
6. Explain to students that they are to determine if the situation is an example of theft. Post the following 3 signs in different areas of the room. YES – NO – MAYBE.
7. Instruct the students to listen to each statement, read and stand under the sign that best expresses their point of view. Inform them that you will call on students to explain their reasoning. 
8. Elaborate with informing students that taking anything without permission or consent can be considered stealing. Not returning something you borrowed, even by accident, can become a case of theft. Deliberately taking something that belongs to the school causing damages can result in charges.
A. Taking candy/food from the teacher’s desk without their permission
B. Taking a computer cord from the computer lab
C. Checking out a laptop but forgetting to return it when due
D. Taking a basketball home to practice without asking school staff
E. Taking the soap dispenser from the school bathroom
F. Taking food from a peer’s backpack
G. Taking a piece of lab equipment without checking it out
H. Taking a cell phone, you see sitting on the lunch table 
As the facilitator, you can elaborate on each example after the students have moved to their chosen sign and some have shared their opinion. 
10. Next, instruct students to return to their group seating. Ask students to turn to their partner again and discuss if they felt any pressure to stand under a particular sign during any of the scenarios.
11. Inform students that some of the reasons school thefts take place are some students may feel pressure to take things without permission or consent, they may feel a sense of excitement or maybe they are feeling vengeful or angry and want to hurt others, they may not consider what they are doing stealing. Sometimes there may be an economic need and they are embarrassed or don’t know how to get help. 
12. Assign one statement from step 8 to each group. Instruct the groups to discuss the impact that situation could have on the school campus life if everyone or more students did what was mentioned in the statements. 
13. The teacher and you should rotate to each group, checking for understanding and offering ideas. 
14. Call on each group to report out. Record their unique answers on the board. 
Possible Responses: Schools need to replace items which means they may not be able to pay for other things for the students, students could be charged with theft, (13-1802. Theft; classification; definitions), some items may not be able to be replaced and students would have to do without, bathrooms could be closed to help eliminate thefts reducing access for students.
15. Explain that asking permission before you take something, apologizing when you forget to return property on time, and resisting negative peer pressure to steal from the school campus are ways you show respect and appreciation. Another way to be an active citizen of your school community is to report wrongdoing. In this way the wrong doer can be stopped and possibly receive help and learn from their wrong decision. The school campus can be protected so the learning and safety can continue.  
16. Now, instruct the partners to practice a mock dialogue they could have with a school faculty member they trust. In their dialogue they will practice reporting what they saw or heard either in-person or online about a pretend attempt to steal school property or an actual occurrence they are pretending they observed. 
17. Debrief the lesson by posting the following two statements on the board and instructing the groups to discuss how they would finish the statements. 
· “What if every student respected school property by…” 
· “The difference it could make would be…”
18. Call on each group to share their completed statements. 
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“Creating a Safe Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Is it Borrowing or Stealing? 
Correlations


Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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