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“Cyber Decisions”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
To Join or Not to Join Lesson Plan
Administrator written approval must be obtained prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives:  Students will …
· Consider the attributes of an upstanding person
· Practice deciding to join a group post or not as an upstander
· Illustrate rules for joining in group posts or not

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Two signs:  ‘ To JOIN’ and ‘NOT TO JOIN’
· Projector/Screen and Internet access to play video: “Can’t Take it Back” https://www.netsmartz.org/RealLifeStories/CantTakeItBack 

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Upstanding Attributes
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Ask the students to think about a person in their life they would call an ‘Upstanding Person’ and why.  Instruct the students to share with the person next to them.
3. After the students exchange information with a peer, as the facilitator, share a person in your life you consider to be upstanding and why.  Next, ask for volunteers from the class to share about their upstanding person.
4. Ask the class to call out common attributes from the stories shared as you record them on the board. 
Possible responses:  trustworthy, leader, chooses the right thing to do; makes sound decisions; role model, asserts themselves in respectful ways; rules for themselves, etc.

Activity 2: To Join or Not
1. Explain to the class that they will have an opportunity to exhibit upstanding attributes by deciding if they should join others or not in cyber scenarios.
2. Post the following two signs on opposite sides of the room:  ‘TO JOIN’ and ‘NOT TO JOIN’. Explain to the students that you will read scenarios and for each one, they will decide if an upstanding person would join in the group post or not and why. (If students share unfavorable comments you can counter with questions like:  What could happen next? or How do you think that student would feel? or Could there be any consequences for your decision?)
It is not necessary to read each scenario; choose the most relevant and appropriate for your campus or create new ones.
a. A student posts a negative review of a concert given by another student’s band.  The review focuses on the band members’ skill as musicians and the quality of their music. The student invites others to join him in critiquing the band.  
b. A student posts stories making fun of a particular teacher, suggesting that he is unqualified to teach, insulting his hygiene and making fun of his appearance.  The teacher’s name is not used, but he is clearly recognizable to anyone who knows him. The original sender encourages others to join him. Several students have already posted mean remarks as well. You don’t care for this teacher either. (cyberbullying)
c. You discover a website that is intended to mock a student in your class. You see other mean comments posted.  This student often tells other students what to do; including you. (cyberbullying)
d. A popular student uploads a video to YouTube of his band performing a song that mentions violence towards teachers.  No specific teacher is named or is identifiable from the song. Several comments are posted with additional violent comments.  You really want to fit into this popular crowd. (threats)
e. A student creates an online petition to the school administration stating that a teacher has used improper discipline in class and ask you to sign it too. You have witnessed the teacher call students mean names and embarrass the students with putdowns.  
f. A student creates a fake Instagram profile in the name of another student in the class.  The other student is Middle Eastern and the profile contains photos of him doctored to look like persons in the news, it is meant as a joke.  (Harassment, Hate/Bias crimes)
g. A student finds that barely clothed photos of her, which were taken by her (now ex) boyfriend, have been uploaded to his Instagram.  Then they were copied and reproduced in many more places, including photo-sharing sites.  You receive the photo and are encouraged to forward to others as well.  (Sexting)
h. A teacher asks students in her class to help write holiday greetings in a variety of languages for the school’s website.  
3. Ask the students to return to their group and discuss who they could report any knowledge of cyberbullying to.  Rotate around to each group and record their responses on the board.
Possible Responses:  trusted adult, teachers, SRO; parents; website, etc.)

Activity 3:  Illustrate rules for joining in or not
1. Show the video:  “Can’t Take it Back” https://www.netsmartz.org/RealLifeStories/CantTakeItBack.
2. Instruct the groups to collaborate and list the possible consequences of the brother’s actions that were mentioned in the video and any other possible ones.  
3. Then have the groups brainstorm a list of rules the brother should have followed when asked to join in a group post. 
Possible Consequences:  embarrassment, betrayal, regret, guilt, contributing to bullying or endangerment of others, mistrust form others, school suspension, legal issues from cyberbullying, etc.
Possible Rules: Post helpful not hurtful comments, refuse to participate, consider the feelings of others, think about the consequences, etc.
3. Assign each group one rule or allow that group to come up with their own.  Instruct the groups to create a poster illustrating the rule for upstanders when it comes to joining in a group post or not.  
4. Allow time for each group to present their poster and display around the room.  

Debrief:  How can you stop a cyberbully? 
Possible responses:  delete, report, block, don’t join in, post positive, etc. 




To Join





Not to Join
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“Cyber Decisions”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
To Join or Not to Join 
Correlations

[bookmark: _GoBack]Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Health
Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
(6-12 S4C1 PO1)
Demonstrate refusal and negotiation skills that avoid or reduce health risks.
(6-12 S4C1 PO2)
Determine when health related situations require the application of a thoughtful decision-making process.
(6-8 S5C2 PO1)
Analyze the outcomes of a health-related decision.
(6-8 S5C2 PO6)
Demonstrate how to influence and support others to make positive health choices.
(6-12 S8C1 PO2)

Technology
Assess situations in which it is appropriate and safe to use a personal digital device in the home, school, community, and in the work place. 
(7-12 S5C1 PO1)
Describe strategies to deal with cyber-bullying situations.
(6-12.S5C1 PO2)
Demonstrate safe online communication practices regarding personal information.
(7-12 S5C1 PO 4)
Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.
(7-12 S5C2PO 1)

Key Ideas and Details
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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