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“Discouraging Violence Through Healthy Communications”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Violence in Communication and the Law Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson


Objectives:  Students will…
· Learn that there are laws that help protect against violence in communication
· Understand how laws apply to actions of violence
· Explore how laws keep us safe and protect our rights

Materials:
· A.R.S. Codes, Terms and Description cards-1 mixed-up set per group
· Key (see power point slides 7-9)
· Scenarios-1 set per group
· Scenario Key (see power point slides 12-13)
· Supplemental Resource for Facilitator
· Optional:  1 deck of playing cards
	
Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Matching Codes with Descriptions
1. Divide students into groups of 4 or 5 students in each.  Provide large poster paper and markers for each group.  (see supplemental at the end of the lesson for a group sorting activity)
2. Hand each group a set of A.R.S. Codes, Terms and Descriptions.  Instruct the groups to match the codes with the descriptions and then raise their hands when finished.  
3. When most groups are finished, call out a code or term and ask a group to read the description.  Ask if any group had a different description, reveal the correct answer.  Continue until all codes and terms have been correctly matched to their descriptions.  
4. Explain to the students that the codes describe state laws passed by the Arizona Legislature and are called Arizona Revised Statutes.  The codes are organized by subject areas into Titles, Chapters, Articles and Sections with definitions and consequences.   These particular codes deal with violence.  You can find them listed on different government sites.  (For 2018 see https://www.azleg.gov/arstitle/) The terms refer to consequences of violence.  

Activity 2: Applying the Law to Violent Actions
1. Hand each group a set of scenarios and instruct them to collaborate to match the crime with the law that would apply.
2. Rotate around to each group and instruct a volunteer to read their scenario and report out on the crime and the law that applies.  
3. Ask the listening audience to call out any possible school consequences, the guilty person could experience.  (ex. detention, suspension, ineligible to participate in extracurricular activities, etc.)

Activity 3:  Exploring How Laws Keeps Us Safe
1. Next, assign each group one of the scenarios and instruct the groups to discuss how the matching law keeps citizens safe and how the criminal action could cause a problem.  
2. Rotate around to each group and ask a volunteer to report out on their group’s scenario. 
Possible Responses: laws keep us safe by protecting our rights to not be harmed, if citizens are allowed to act out aggressions, actions can escalate into violence


Debrief:  Instruct the groups to discuss any laws they think should be added to the ARS codes to protect students from violence with communications.   


Supplemental Group sorting activity:
1. Hand each student a random card from a mixed-up deck of playing cards.  Assign each group setting a different number/face card such as “Kings” or “3’s”.
2. Instruct the students to find their new group by matching their card to the group setting, that is, all the “Kings” at one table and all the “3’s” at another.  Collect the cards for the next class.  
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“Discouraging Violence Through Healthy Communications”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Violence in Communication and the Law 
Correlations
Civics and Government:
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Health
Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
(6-12 S4C1 PO1)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.3 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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“Discouraging Violence Through Healthy Communications”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Violence in Communication and the Law
[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplemental Resource for Facilitator
(Abridged Criminal Codes)

13-1202. Threatening or intimidating; classification
A. A person commits threatening or intimidating if the person threatens or intimidates by word or conduct:
1. To cause physical injury to another person or serious damage to the property of another; or
2. To cause, or in reckless disregard to causing, serious public inconvenience including, but not limited to, evacuation of a building, place of assembly or transportation facility; or
3. To cause physical injury to another person or damage to the property of another in order to promote, further or assist in the interests of or to cause, induce or solicit another person to participate in a criminal street gang, a criminal syndicate or a racketeering enterprise.
B. Threatening or intimidating pursuant to subsection A, paragraph 1 or 2 is a class 1 misdemeanor, except that it is a class 6 felony if:
1. The offense is committed in retaliation for a victim's either reporting criminal activity or being involved in an organization, other than a law enforcement agency, that is established for the purpose of reporting or preventing criminal activity.
2. The person is a criminal street gang member.
C. Threatening or intimidating pursuant to subsection A, paragraph 3 is a class 3 felony.


13-1203. Assault; classification
A. A person commits assault by:
1. Intentionally, knowingly or recklessly causing any physical injury to another person; or
2. Intentionally placing another person in reasonable apprehension of imminent physical injury; or
3. Knowingly touching another person with the intent to injure, insult or provoke such person.
B. Assault committed intentionally or knowingly pursuant to subsection A, paragraph 1 is a class 1 misdemeanor. Assault committed recklessly pursuant to subsection A, paragraph 1 or assault pursuant to subsection A, paragraph 2 is a class 2 misdemeanor. Assault committed pursuant to subsection A, paragraph 3 is a class 3 misdemeanor.


13-1204. Aggravated assault; classification; definitions
A. A person commits aggravated assault if the person commits assault as prescribed by section 13-1203 under any of the following circumstances:
1. If the person causes serious physical injury to another.
2. If the person uses a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument. 
E.  …aggravated assault pursuant to subsection A, paragraph 1 or 2, … is a class 3 felony except if the aggravated assault is a violation of subsection A, paragraph 1 or 2 of this section and the victim is under fifteen years of age it is a class 2 felony punishable pursuant to section 13-705. 


13-2904. Disorderly conduct; classification
A. A person commits disorderly conduct if, with intent to disturb the peace or quiet of a neighborhood, family or person, or with knowledge of doing so, such person:
1. Engages in fighting, violent or seriously disruptive behavior; or
2. Makes unreasonable noise; or
3. Uses abusive or offensive language or gestures to any person present in a manner likely to provoke immediate physical retaliation by such person; or
4. Makes any protracted commotion, utterance or display with the intent to prevent the transaction of the business of a lawful meeting, gathering or procession; or
5. Refuses to obey a lawful order to disperse issued to maintain public safety in dangerous proximity to a fire, a hazard or any other emergency; or
6. Recklessly handles, displays or discharges a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument.
B. Disorderly conduct under subsection A, paragraph 6 is a class 6 felony. Disorderly conduct under subsection A, paragraph 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 is a class 1 misdemeanor.


13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification; definitions
A. A person commits interference with or disruption of an educational institution by doing any of the following:
1. Intentionally, knowingly or recklessly interfering with or disrupting the normal operations of an educational institution by either:
(a) Threatening to cause physical injury to any employee or student of an educational institution or any person on the property of an educational institution.
(b) Threatening to cause damage to any educational institution, the property of any educational institution or the property of any employee or student of an educational institution.
2. Intentionally or knowingly entering or remaining on the property of any educational institution for the purpose of interfering with the lawful use of the property or in any manner as to deny or interfere with the lawful use of the property by others.
3. Intentionally or knowingly refusing to obey a lawful order given pursuant to subsection C of this section.
B. To constitute a violation of this section, the acts that are prohibited by subsection A, paragraph 1 of this section are not required to be directed at a specific individual, a specific educational institution or any specific property of an educational institution.


13-2916. Use of an electronic communication to terrify, intimidate, threaten or harass; applicability; classification; definition
A. It is unlawful for any person, with intent to terrify, intimidate, threaten or harass a specific person or persons, to do any of the following:
1. Direct any obscene, lewd or profane language or suggest any lewd or lascivious act to the person in an electronic communication.
2. Threaten to inflict physical harm to any person or property in any electronic communication.
3. Otherwise disturb by repeated anonymous, unwanted or unsolicited electronic communications the peace, quiet or right of privacy of the person at the place where the communications were received.
B. Any offense committed by use of an electronic communication as set forth in this section is deemed to have been committed at either the place where the communications originated or at the place where the communications were received.
C. This section does not apply to constitutionally protected speech or activity or to any other activity authorized by law.
D. Any person who violates this section is guilty of a class 1 misdemeanor.
E. For the purposes of this section, "electronic communication" means a wire line, cable, wireless or cellular telephone call, a text message, an instant message or electronic mail.
 13-2921. Harassment; classification; definition
A. A person commits harassment if, with intent to harass or with knowledge that the person is harassing another person, the person:
1. Anonymously or otherwise contacts, communicates or causes a communication with another person by verbal, electronic, mechanical, telegraphic, telephonic or written means in a manner that harasses.
2. Continues to follow another person in or about a public place for no legitimate purpose after being asked to desist.
3. Repeatedly commits an act or acts that harass another person.
4. Surveils or causes another person to surveil a person for no legitimate purpose.
5. On more than one occasion makes a false report to a law enforcement, credit or social service agency.
6. Interferes with the delivery of any public or regulated utility to a person.


“Hate Crime” Arizona Criminal Codes do not have a statute for “Hate Crimes” instead the following statute provides opportunity to increase the sentencing if a felony was committed while motivated by bias.

41-1750. Central state repository; department of public safety; duties; funds; accounts; definitions
A. The department is responsible for the effective operation of the central state repository in order to collect, store and disseminate complete and accurate Arizona criminal history records and related criminal justice information.  The department shall:
3. Collect information concerning criminal offenses that manifest evidence of prejudice based on race, color, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender or disability.
F. The chief officers of criminal justice agencies of this state or its political subdivisions also shall provide to the department information concerning crimes that manifest evidence of prejudice based on race, color, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender or disability.


Slander and libel are civil actions where a person can be sued for damages caused by false statements.

“Defamation or "defamation of character," is spoken or written words that falsely and negatively reflect on a living person's reputation.

If a person or the news media says or writes something about you that harms your reputation, or that keeps people from associating with you, defamation has occurred. Slander is oral defamation, and libel is written defamation.

Slander is a spoken defamation. Defamation or "defamation of character," is spoken or written words that falsely and negatively reflect on a living person's reputation.

In order to prove defamation, you have to prove that what was said or written about you was false. If the information is true, or if you consented to publication of the material, you will not have a case. However, you may bring an action for libel or slander if the comments are so reprehensible and false that they affect your reputation in the community or cast aspersions on you.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://answers.uslegal.com/civil-actions/defamation/543/ ] 
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