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“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Taking Credit When Not Due Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· understand what is considered a credit card crime.
· evaluate the seriousness of a credit card crime.
· learn other implications of using someone else's credit card without permission.

Protective Factors: Critical Reasoning Skills
Social Emotional Learning Competency: Relationship Skills

Materials:
· Different color sticky notepad and markers for each group
· “Is It a Crime” Handout pg. 4
· Facilitator Guide pgs. 5-6

Timeframe: 50 minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each
group a different color sticky notepad and markers. 
2. Present the following scenario to the class and ask if they think a crime was committed and how serious. 
“Your parents added you as an authorized user on their credit card account. The credit card company issued you your own card with your name on it as an authorized user under your parent’s contract.  Your parents gave you a spending limit and conditions under which you may use the credit card. You are careless and leave your backpack with the credit card in it unattended during lunch. Someone takes your backpack, finds the credit card, and uses the account numbers to make some purchases.”
3. Ask the class to raise their hand if they think this is a crime. Ask a few students with hands raised to explain why. Also ask any students who did not raise their hand “why not?”.
4. Next ask the students who raised their hand to indicate the seriousness of the crime by indicating with their fingers from 1-5 with 1 finger being less serious and 5 fingers would indicate the most serious. 
5. Call on a few students to explain their ratings. Then explain that it is a crime to steal someone’s property, credit card and/or use their credit card fraudulently. If convicted the person may have jail time and pay fines depending on the value of the stolen property. 
Possible Charges:
13-1802. Theft; classification; definitions
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]13-2102. Theft of a credit card or obtaining a credit card by fraudulent means; classification
13-2105. Fraudulent use of a credit card; classification

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
6. Label the class board with the following two titles far apart from each other, “Less Serious” and “More Serious”. Provide a copy of the “Is It a Crime” Handout pg. 4 to each group.
7. Instruct the groups to read and discuss each scenario and come to a group consensus if they think the situation is a crime or not and if so, how serious. 
8. Groups should choose a recorder to record the letter of that situation on one sticky note and then post it on the continuum created on the class board, where their group felt the seriousness of the crime is indicated. If no crime is committed the sticky note may be posted behind the “Less Serious” label on the class board.
9. Instruct the class to observe the dispersed letters on the class continuum. Call on each group to report on one scenario. Call on another group with a different opinion to share their reasons before moving on to the next scenario. (see Facilitator Guide pgs. 5-6)
10. Ask volunteers to comment on the criteria their group utilized to identify if the action was a crime or not and how serious.
11. Explain that laws regarding juveniles committing crimes try to protect the juvenile from jail time. Diversion programs, fines/restitution, community service and classes may be given instead. These alternatives to jail time can still cost the juvenile and their family time, money, and loss of opportunities, along with negative effects on school life, social life, and future plans. 
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00321.htm 
12. Further explain that the seriousness of a crime is usually determined by the extent of damages. In the cases of credit card theft, penalties and fines may increase in relation to the amount or value of what was stolen. 
13. Instruct the groups to discuss what effects there might be on social, academic, and future for the youth when involved in delinquency such as credit card theft and fraud. 
14. Start with social effects and call on each group to provide a response, record on the board, then proceed to school life and call on each group, recording responses on the board. Then, finish with future plans and call on each group to provide a response, recording ideas on the board each time.
15. Debrief the lesson by asking students to give an example of a crime involving someone else’s credit. 


  [image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Taking Credit When Not Due 
Is It a Crime? 
Handout

A. [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Making personal purchases of up to $1000 on a parent's cloud-based voice service without permission.
[bookmark: _heading=h.x749yb20mz8l]
B. Ordering personal merchandise using your parent’s online account with their permission.

C. Using your parent’s credit card number and personal information to make purchases on your phone app without their permission.

D. Allowing your friend to order something for their personal use on your parent’s online credit card account without their permission.


E. Finding a gift card on the ground and using it to buy something.

F. Guessing your adult brother’s gaming password to gain access to his account to purchase “stars” for your gaming time that your brother does allow you to play on his device.

G. Observing a friend use their credit card to learn the code, then swiping the card and using it to order a large number of pizzas and have them delivered to someone as a prank. 

H. Using your parent’s debit card with permission to buy groceries for the family.
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“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Taking Credit When Not Due 
Is It a Crime? 
Facilitator Guide

A. Making personal purchases of up to $1000 on a parent's cloud-based voice service without permission. This is not a crime for the minor, parents may be able to reverse the charges and return the items. Lawsuits are being filed against cloud-based voice services, the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) restricts companies from contracts with minors and collecting personal information from minors. Parents may have consequences for not obeying their rules.

B. Ordering personal merchandise using your parent’s online account with their permission.
This is not a crime for the minor, parents may be able to reverse the charges and return the items. Lawsuits are being filed against cloud-based voice services, the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) restricts companies from contracts with minors and collecting personal information from minors.

C. [bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7][bookmark: _Hlk95811151]Using your parent’s credit card number and personal information to make purchases on your phone app without their permission. This is a crime and may be considered credit card theft or fraud; charges could be pressed.
13-2102. Theft of a credit card or obtaining a credit card by fraudulent means; classification
13-2105. Fraudulent use of a credit card; classification

D. Allowing your friend to order something for their personal use on your parent’s online credit card account without their permission. This is a crime and may be considered credit card theft or fraud; charges could be pressed. Parents may also have consequences for stepping outside any rules given for use of their account and sharing with others.
13-2102. Theft of a credit card or obtaining a credit card by fraudulent means; classification
13-2105. Fraudulent use of a credit card; classification

E. Finding a gift card on the ground and using yourself to buy something. It isn’t a crime to use a gift card you found, however, a responsible thing to do is see if you can find out who may have lost it by reporting it to the lost and found nearest where you found the card or asking anyone nearby. You don’t have to reveal the details, ask the person claiming to provide the descriptions. You could also try calling the number listed on the card under FAQ. Taking the gift card from someone’s person or property without their permission is stealing.

F. [bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Guessing your adult brother’s gaming password to gain access to his account to purchase “stars” for your gaming time that your brother does allow you to play on his device. Hacking anyone’s electronic device to gain access to their password or account is a crime. 
13-2316. Computer tampering; venue; forfeiture; classification

G. Observing a friend use their credit card to learn the code, then swiping the card and using it to order a large number of pizzas and have them delivered to someone as a prank. It is a crime to steal someone’s identity, credit card information and use it fraudulently. It can also be considered harassment to send the food to someone’s house without their permission. 
[bookmark: _Hlk95408987]13-2102. Theft of a credit card or obtaining a credit card by fraudulent means; classification
13-2105. Fraudulent use of a credit card; classification
13-2921. Harassment; classification; definition

H. Using your parent’s debit card with permission to buy groceries for the family. It is a crime, a type of fraud. The card holder could be penalized for allowing unauthorized use of the account. It’s best to have the adult list other authorized users on their account. Some credit institutions allow for cards to be issued to minors under their parent’s account.
13-2105. Fraudulent use of a credit card; classification
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“Financial Gains” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Taking Credit When Not Due 
Correlations

Civics
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.
HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging in self- reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning. 

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Economics:
6-8.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities within the context of the time period and region studied.

Financial Reasoning
QR.FR.4: Identify and explain personal and societal consequences of financial decisions. 
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