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“Impact of Social Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
What do you think? Is social media doing enough? Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· understand the importance of respectful discussions.                                  
· examine both sides of new legislation being introduced regarding protecting youth on social media.
· practice respectfully sharing opinions and listening to the opinions of others.

Protective Factors: Decision-Making Skills
Social Emotional Learning Competency: Social Awareness

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]LawForKids.org “What Do You Think”: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think 
· Internet access and screen (Optional: print copies of the above section for each group)
· Signs: Yes and No
· News articles-download, cut and paste articles on paper and print; each group should receive 1 copy of each of the following: 
· https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-ie/furthering-our-safety-and-privacy-commitments-for-teens-on-tiktok-ire 
· https://www.npr.org/2021/12/07/1061808098/instagram-teens-safety-tools
· https://www.npr.org/2021/10/10/1044917871/facebook-instagram-safety-controls-kids 
· https://www.pocket-lint.com/apps/news/snapchat/159736-snapchat-new-safety-features-announced-fentanyl 
· https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/senators-introduce-bill-limit-harmful-effects-social-media/story?id=82932781 
· Optional: sticky notes-1 per student see Step 16
Timeframe: 50 minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers. 
2. Write the following term on the board. Instruct the groups to discuss the term and write words or phrases to explain, describe, or give examples of the term.

Respectful Discussion

3. Call on each group to report out something different each time. 
4. Explain that respectful discussion is when we listen and respond respectfully to each other even when we disagree. 
5. Explain that today’s lesson will provide students with an opportunity to respectfully discuss a new bill being proposed regarding social media platforms. Because it is possible that students may have differences of opinions during discussion, it is beneficial to set some ground rules. 
6. Instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of ground rules for class discussions that create a safe environment for students to express their opinion.
7. Call on each group to share one opinion different from the others. Record the rules on the class board.
Possible Responses: Listen while others are speaking, make comments brief so others have time to share, use kind words and tone of voice, etc.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
8. Display the LawForKids.org page - “What Do You Think? poll questions:  https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think. Scroll to the Technology section and land on the following section. 

“The Kids Online Safety Act is being proposed in federal legislation. By providing more control options for both users under 16 and parents of minors who are using platforms, this bill expands upon the existing Child Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) that protects minors under 13 from having personal data collected. The Kids Online Safety Act would prevent platforms from promoting harmful behaviors, ban certain harmful content, provide more parent control options such as limiting screen time and require platforms to make public reports on potential risks to minors from the content on their website.” 
“Do you think social media sites are doing enough to protect the mental health of minors?”
9. Ask a volunteer to read the text and the question to the class. If internet access and the ability to display the poll to the whole class is not available, print copies of the section for each group. Explain that students will refer back to this question after the next activity.
10. Provide each member of the group a different article. Instruct the students to review their article and share a few key concepts with their group. (4 members will have articles on what popular social media platforms that would be doing to improve safety. The 5th article is about a new bill establishing protocols for social media platforms that they would be expected to follow.) 
11. Meanwhile, post the following two signs on opposite sides of the room, “Yes” and “No”.
12. Ask the class if they have any questions about what they just read and shared with their small groups. 
13. Now, inform the class that they will have an opportunity to share their personal opinions. Remind the class of the ground rules for respectful classroom discussions. 
14. Call on a volunteer to read the “What Do You Think?” paragraph again. Read the question and instruct the students to stand between the two signs along a continuum that represents how strongly they feel with a “Yes” or “No” vote. 
15. Call on students in different points along the continuum to express their opinion, allowing others to respond or ask questions before proceeding to another student who has not had a chance to share.
16. When most students have an opportunity to express their opinions or ask questions of each other, call on students to make a final move standing under either the “Yes”, or “No” signs or in the middle. The middle will indicate, “Undecided”. 
17. Submit the class majority vote on the LawForKids.org poll question: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think and reveal the outcome. (Optional: Provide a sticky note for each student to cast their vote. Ask a few volunteers to collect the notes and display them as a graph on the board for the whole class to see. Ask a volunteer to reveal the results.)
18. Debrief the lesson by calling on volunteers to respond to the following questions:
· What significance is there for Freedom of Speech in a democratic society?
· What are the benefits of having respectful discussions?
· What are the outcomes of discussions that become heated, argumentative, or aggressive?
· Why is protecting children and teens on social media a concern?
· Any suggestions for other ways not mentioned in this lesson that may protect children and teens on social media?
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“Impact of Social Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
What do you think? Is social media doing enough?
Correlations

Civics
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Technology
7-12 S5.C2.PO1 Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.
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