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“Impact of Social Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Social Media’s Effect on Your Online Reputation Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· understand how social media presence may affect your reputation.                                                                           
· learn what actions may harm or help your online reputation.                                                          
· plan steps you can take to improve your online reputation.

Protective Factors: Belief in the future
Social Emotional Learning Competency: Self-Awareness

Materials:
· Digital Footprint Activity Sheet pg. 4-1 per student
· Reputation Strips pg. 5 -1 mixed-up set per group 
· Personal Branding Activity Sheet pg. 6-1 per group

Timeframe: 50 minutes
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Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers. 
2. Ask the class to raise their hand if they have ever “Googled” themselves, that is, conducted a search on their name. 
3. If students are allowed, have them search their name on the internet now. Call on a few volunteers to comment on that experience.
4. Provide each student a copy of the Digital Footprint Activity Sheet pg. 4. Instruct the students to fill-out the sheet then discuss with their group. Call on a few volunteers to share a few items from their list. 
5. Remind students that all the information online that can be found about a person is called their “Digital Footprint”. The information may be what you are posting personally or what others are posting with you or about you. When others see these “footprints” they may form an opinion about you, this becomes your online reputation, and it may or may not be a true reflection.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities: 
6. Next, provide each group a set of Reputation Strips pg. 5. Instruct the groups to sort the strips into 2 categories, one pile for examples that may produce a positive online reputation and another pile for examples that may harm an online reputation.
7. While groups are working, post the two headings on the class board. The teacher and you should visit each group, providing friendly interactions. 
8. When most groups are finished, call on each group to bring a strip up to the class board and post under the appropriate headings. Continue calling on groups until all the strips are posted. Correct as students are posting the strips on the class board to ensure the class sees a correct example. Call on two class volunteers to read one of the columns to the class.
9. Instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of people who may be interested in their online footprint. Call on each group to call out one idea, record the responses on the board, continue calling on each group until most new ideas have been reported.
Possible Responses: friends, family, coaches, employers, scholarship review boards, college admissions officers, market researchers or companies building a profile on your search sites to see what products you like, cybercriminals that want to steal from you or harm you in other ways, investigators if you are charged with a crime, note: police can legally request a search warrant to see what others can’t see such as deleted files, etc.  
10. Write the term, “Personal Branding” on the board. Instruct the groups to discuss what they think that means. Call on a few class volunteers to share a meaning. (Personal brand is how you promote yourself and the impression you make on others.)
11. Explain that they can take control of their personal brand by thinking about how they are allowing themselves to be portrayed online. Ask the class to call out examples of what they can control that is posted about themselves. Record these responses on the board under the heading, “Can Control”.
Possible Responses: everything they personally post, search, follow, upload or download, privacy settings, etc. 
12. Next, ask the class to call out examples of what they cannot control that is posted about themselves. Record the responses on the board, elaborate on each one, one thing they can do about it. 
Possible Responses: posts from someone accepted on their feed (block, delete, report), posts others may make about you on their feeds (ignore, block them from your platforms, talk to them, avoid responding with words that will continue the negativity), someone uses your identity to create a fake profile (periodically search your name to see if it is accurate, if it is not, report it)
13. Provide each group with a copy of the Personal Branding Activity Sheet pg. 6. Instruct the groups to collaborate to fill-in the activity sheet. Call on each group to share a portion of the activity sheet with the class. 
14. Debrief the lesson by instructing the groups to discuss the 3 key points in this lesson. Call on each group to share one key point. 
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“Impact of Social Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Social Media’s Effects on Your Online Reputation 
Digital Footprint
Activity Sheet 
List or illustrate the following in and around your footprint. 
· Different apps and websites you visit
· Videos and music downloads
· Pictures and messages posted
· Blogs and feeds you follow
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“Impact of Social Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Social Media’s Effects on Your Online Reputation 
Reputation Strips

Photos and videos of you doing activities for school and community events



Positive comments about you from others



Things you created for school projects or for fun


Sports and hobbies that showcase your talents and skills


Negative comments that are hurtful and mean


Humiliating comments or photos



Hints of drug or alcohol use


References to illegal or unsafe behavior


Photos that were taken without your consent
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“Impact of Social Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Social Media’s Effects on Your Online Reputation 
Personal Branding 
Activity Sheet


Name 5 ways you will positively affect the online reputation of your friends. 







Name 4 groups of people you hope see your positive online image.






List 3 ways you can demonstrate your positive characteristics on your social media platforms. 





List 2 ways you can display your talents or skills online.




Name 1 thing you would regret if others saw it on your online platform.
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“Impact of Social Media” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Social Media’s Effect on Your Online Reputation
Correlations

Civics
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.


Technology
6-12 S5.C1.PO2 Describe strategies to deal with cyber-bullying situations.
7-12 S5.C1.PO4 Demonstrate safe online communication practices regarding personal information.
6-12 S5.C1.PO6 Advocate and exhibit legal and ethical behavior when using technology. 
7-12 S5.C2.PO1 Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.

Health:
6-12 S4C1 PO2 Demonstrate refusal and negotiation skills that avoid or reduce health risks.
6-12 S4C1 PO1 Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
6-8 S4C2 PO1 Identify effective conflict management or resolution strategies Identify ways to ask for assistance to enhance the health of self and others.
6-8 S5C2 PO1 Determine when health related situations require the application of a thoughtful decision-making process.
6-12 S8C1 PO2 Demonstrate how to influence and support others to make positive health choices.
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