[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.
“Is it Okay if…?” Academy
(Middle/High School)
When Teasing Becomes Taunting:  The Importance of Consent Lesson Plan
Administrator approval must be obtained prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives:  Students will…
· Understand when teasing is appropriate and when it is not
· Become aware of consequences of teasing without consent
· Practice skits involving consent or no consent for teasing

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Carousel Posters titled (see Act. 1 step 2)
· Facilitator Guide (see below lesson)

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Teasing Carousel
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group. 
2. Post the following titled posters around the room.  (See Facilitator Guide for possible responses)
a. Examples of teasing 
b. Possible feelings of being teased
c. Situations when teasing is okay
d. Situations when teasing is not okay
e. Verbiage that indicates teasing is not wanted
f. Body language that indicates teasing is not wanted 
g. Consequences for teasing without consent

3. Assign each group a different poster and instruct the groups to discuss the topic and record only one response.  Inform the groups that you will call for rotation and the groups should rotate clockwise to the next poster, discuss that topic and record only one idea that is different than what is already posted. 
4. When the groups have rotated back to the first poster they were assigned, ask for a volunteer from the each group to report out on their poster while their team returns to their group seating.  Continue to all posters, elaborating on any laws pertaining to that topic. (see Facilitator Guide below lesson)
5. Explain that teasing may be okay when it occurs between friends and is wanted. That is consent/permission has been given that the teasing is okay or welcome. Remind students that the definition for consent is - “Permission for something to happen or agreement to do something”[footnoteRef:1] Teasing is not okay if it is not welcome; if consent/permission has not been given. [1:  Oxford Dictionaries/Oxford University Press] 

6. Next, ask the class what should you do if you see a sign or hear verbal confirmation that someone does not want to be teased.  (stop teasing them)

Activity 2:  Teasing Skits
1. Now, instruct the groups to create a skit and practice the skit where both parties are consenting to being teased. Then one party or person decides they don’t want to be teased anymore and they give some type of body language and verbal indication.  They should also demonstrate in their skit, the appropriate response when you no longer have consent to tease.
2. As the facilitator, rotate around to each group observing their skit and providing any necessary feedback.
3. Ask for each group to demonstrate their skit or at least explain their skit to the class.   Emphasize the importance of giving verbal consent and not acting unless you receive verbal consent.  

Debrief:  In One, Two or Three Words
1. Ask students to respond to one of the following prompts in just one, two or three words
2. Share that they can use someone else’s word/words but encourage them to use/find new words
3. Prompts:
a. What did you learn today?
b. How did today’s lesson make you feel?
c. What did you appreciate most about today’s lesson?
d. Is there something you can do different as a result of today’s lesson?
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Facilitator Guide

Carousel Poster Titles and Possible Responses:  
a. Examples of teasing (teasing should be enjoyed by both parties; balance of power)
· Making fun of someone’s physical features (height, weight, hair, skin color, etc.)
· Making fun of someone’s physical ability (speech impediment, physical impediment, ability to play sports well or not so well, etc.)
· Making fun of someone’s intelligence
· Making fun of someone’s identity (gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity) 
· Teasing may be verbal
· Teasing may be physical

b. Possible feelings of associated with teasing (when teasing is unwanted, repetitive, meant to harm, imbalance of power, it becomes a form of bullying)
· Bad
· Upset
· Mad
· Doesn’t bother me – know they are just kidding
· Good – they tease me because they like me
· No big deal, they are just joking
· Funny
· In control
· Better than them
· Embarrassed 
· Just playing around

c. Situations when teasing is okay
· Both agree or consent
· Both enjoying the interaction
· Both are exchanging the teasing

d. Situations when teasing is not okay
· When asked for the teasing to stop
· When body language indicates no longer enjoying it or upset
· When someone leaves the situation
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e. Verbiage that indicates teasing is not wanted
· “Stop”
· “I don’t think that is funny”
· “That hurts my feelings”
· “I don’t like that”
· “Don’t do that again”

f. Body language that indicates teasing is not wanted 
· Shake their head
· Cross their arms in response
· No response to the teasing
· Cry or get upset
· Avoid the person who has been doing the teasing

g. Consequences for teasing without consent
· Loss of trust
· Diminish the closeness of the friendship
· Cause anger towards each other
· Emotions could escalate and become abusive (13-1202. Threatening or intimidating)
· Actions can become physical trying to outdo each other
· Teasing could escalate into bullying, harassment, cyberbullying (lead to school consequences)
· Assault/Fighting 

Related Laws from www.lawforkids.org :

Arizona has a new law that requires schools to have policies on bullying, harassment and intimidation. The message is clear: create an environment where bullying is not tolerated. Each school is required to have a procedure for students, parents and teachers to confidentially report bullying behavior to a school official to trigger investigation, punishment and prevention of further bullying behavior. (A.R.S. §15-341). If the bullying acts threaten or actually cause injury to a person or property, then more severe penalties are called for and carried out under Arizona’s criminal laws. (A.R.S. §13-2911).

Arizona law defines bullying and cyberbullying as harassing, threatening or intimidating another person.  Harassment is conduct directed at a specific person that would cause that person to be frightened, alarmed, or annoyed.  Harassment laws require that the victim actually feel frightened, alarmed or annoyed as a result of the cyberbullying.  (Arizona Revised Statute § 13-2921.)

Arizona prosecutors are using Arizona’s harassment statute to prosecute cyberbullies.  Under the harassment law, cyberbullying is a misdemeanor with a maximum penalty of 6 months in jail, a fine of $2,500, or both.  (Arizona Revised Statutes §§ 13-707, 13-802.)  Threatening or intimidating someone, through cyberbullying or otherwise, is also a misdemeanor and carries the same possible sentence if there is a conviction.  If the harassment or intimidation continues, and if the bully violates an order of protection or if the bully is convicted of a second offense, it becomes a felony with a possible sentence of 2 years in prison.

Cyberbullies may also be violating other state and education laws including A.R.S. § 15-341 (36) which are procedures aimed at prohibiting students from “harassing, intimidating, and bullying” other students on school grounds, on school property, on school buses, at school bus stops, at school-sponsored events and activities.

ASSAULT (FIGHTING)
An assault is committed any time a person knowingly causes physical injury to another person. It is also any time that someone may feel physically threatened or when someone touches someone else to provoke or insult them. (A.R.S. § 13-1203).
Sometimes assault is classified as a misdemeanor. Aggravated assault is a felony. It is important to know this and to realize that fighting can be illegal. If you are involved in a fight, you could also be charged with disorderly conduct or disturbing the peace.
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Correlations

Civics 
6.C4.2	Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
· Key concepts include … civility, respect for the rights of others, individual responsibility, respect for law, open mindedness, critical examination of issues, civic mindedness, compassion

Health
Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
(6-12 S4C1 PO1)
Demonstrate refusal and negotiation skills that avoid or reduce health risks.
(6-12 S4C1 PO2)
Analyze the outcomes of a health-related decision.
(6-8 S5C2 PO6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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