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“Marijuana: Be informed” Academy 
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk58408148]Marijuana Laws for Youth Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk58408176]understand that marijuana laws may differ for adults.
· learn the purpose of laws for underage use of marijuana.
· apply refusal skills to scenarios.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills
[bookmark: _Hlk48028835]SEL Competency: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Marijuana Laws Handout see pg. 5 (a few copies per group)
· Facilitator Guide See pg. 6
· What Would You Do? Student Handout see pgs. 7-8 (1 copy per group)
· What would you do? Handout see pg. 9

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber:
1. Divide students into small groups of 4 or 5 students each. Provide large poster paper and markers for each group.
2. Inform students that today’s lesson is about being informed on how the passing of proposition 207 to legalize recreational marijuana affects youth.  Explain that the new legislation does not change the laws regarding minors, that is those under 18.  Prop 207 makes it illegal for anyone under 21 to use, possess, buy, sell, or grow recreational marijuana. 
3. Model on the class board the “Compare and Contrast” graphic organizer (See pg. 4) for groups to copy on their large poster paper.
4. Provide each group a few copies of the “Marijuana Laws” handout (See pg. 5) for students to see.  Instruct groups to sort the information from the handout into three categories by listing them on their Compare and Contrast graphic in the appropriate sections. The left side of the graphic organizer is for information regarding the adult use of recreational marijuana only, the right side of the graphic organizer is for information regarding minors and marijuana; and the middle is for any information that may be shared by both adults and minors. 
5. The teacher and officer should move around to each group, checking on understanding, answering questions and provide positive feedback.
6. When most groups are finished, call on one to report on one item from the left side. When all the appropriate items have been reported, call on another group to report out one item from the right side then move to the center and call on another group to report out on one item. (See Facilitator Guide pg. 6 for possible responses)

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
7. Now provide each group one copy of the “Student Handout” (See pgs. 7-8) that contains more information about youth and marijuana. Briefly review the handout. 
8. Instruct the groups to share in reading the information within their group and then collaborate to respond to the questions.
9. The teacher and officer should move around to each group, checking for understanding and providing positive feedback. 
10. When most groups are finished, call out the first question and ask a couple of groups to report out one response from their group. Continue with the next question, asking a couple of different groups to report out then on to the next questions. Allow other students to add different ideas after groups have reported.  
11. [bookmark: _Hlk90466402]Next, review the following types of refusals with students. Then ask students to brainstorm things they could say when they want to refuse a peer if asked to participate in an activity they do not want to.  They should share their ideas with the class.
· State your position
· Suggest alternatives
· Act on your response with body language, tone of voice and /or movement such as walking away
12. Provide each group with one copy of the “What Would You Do?” Handout (See pg. 9). Instruct the groups to take turns reading each scenario and then collaborate to record specific things they could say or do if they wanted to refuse the offer. They should include information they learned from this lesson or previous lessons in their responses. 
13. Call on each group to report out on one scenario, allowing other students to add any additional ideas after each presentation. 
14. Then ask each group to share the scenario they created and ask the listening audience to provide their own informed responses.  

Lesson Closure:
15. [bookmark: _Hlk90467113]Instruct groups to discuss challenges with laws regarding recreational marijuana use and well-being of minors. 
16. Call on group volunteers to share point of discussion.  
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Marijuana:  Be informed 
(Middle/High School)
Recreational Marijuana Laws Lesson Plan
Compare and Contrast Graphic Organizer




Marijuana Laws for Under 21
Adult Laws for Recreational Marijuana Use


Similarities
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Marijuana:  Be informed 
(Middle/High School)
Recreational Marijuana Laws Lesson Plan
Marijuana Laws Handout

A. Arizona juveniles may not possess anything that allows one to use, prepare, plant, or do a number of other things related to drugs.  (ARS 13-3415)
B. Driving, flying, or boating while impaired to the slightest degree by marijuana remains illegal.
C. Employers can prohibit marijuana use on the job and request drug tests.
D. [bookmark: _Hlk58950192]The Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) is responsible for establishing recreational marijuana use. 
E. Juvenile convictions for drug charges may result in drug counseling, probation, diversion programs, juvenile detention center.
F. Under the new law, recreational marijuana is illegal in public places such as restaurants, parks, and sidewalks.
G. Medical marijuana is prohibited on school grounds, including marijuana from medical card holders. (ARS 15-108)
H. School Drug Free Zones make it illegal for anyone to possess, use, produce, sell, or transfer marijuana within 300 feet of a school, its grounds, transportation, or bus stops.  (ARS 13-3411)
I. It is illegal in Arizona for juveniles to use, possess, sell, produce, transport, or import marijuana in any form.  (ARS 13-3405)
J. The new marijuana law allows Arizonans, over 21 to use, possess, produce, and sell to licensed dispensaries, limited amounts of marijuana.
K. Marijuana products cannot be made to imitate brands or objects marketed to children such as toys or cartoons.
L. Arizona cities may pass ordinances placing restrictions on recreational marijuana use in public and establishing marijuana dispensaries.
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Marijuana:  Be informed 
(Middle/High School)
Recreational Marijuana Laws Lesson Plan
Facilitator Guide



Adult Laws for Recreational Marijuana Use

Marijuana Laws for Minors
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Marijuana:  Be informed 
(Middle/High School)
Recreational Marijuana Laws 
Student Handout

1. The brain develops through mid-20s.  The following are some of the brain’s function: 
· 
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· Controls Impulses
· Decision-making and judgment
· Organizing and planning
· Problem-solving and thinking
· Attention span and focus
· Memory
· Emotions, fear, anxiety
· Motor Coordination and Balance
· Motivation and Reward


When the body is exposed to marijuana it enters the bloodstream which goes through the brain. The chemical in marijuana (THC) changes the way the brain sends information to the body. These changes can disrupt the normal function of the body. Damages to the brain can be long term or even permanent.   https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/research-reports/marijuana/how-does-marijuana-produce-its-effects 
2. Lungs develop through the mid-20s and control the intake and outtake of air.

Marijuana smoke, including second-hand smoke has toxins and carcinogens that can irritate the lungs. These irritations can lead to respiratory problems such as coughs and chest infections. These illnesses can affect the body’s immune system causing weakness. https://www.lung.org/stop-smoking/smoking-facts/marijuana-and-lung-health.html 
3. The heart pumps oxygen delivering blood and nutrients to the body and removes harmful gasses and wastes from the blood.

When marijuana enters the blood stream which goes through the heart, it increases the heart rate, blood pressure and blood sugar levels. Raised heart rates wear out the heart faster and can cause heart attacks. A rise in blood pressure decreases oxygen to the body. This increase can cause dizziness, nausea, fainting and falling. https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/research-reports/marijuana/how-does-marijuana-produce-its-effects



4. “Drug Free Zone” signs are posted on school property and indicted the boundaries of 300 feet in and around the school campus as a “Drug Free Zone.”

ARS 13-3411 – Conviction of possession, use, sale, or transfer of marijuana in a drug free zone may carry an additional 1-year sentence (school zone is a 300 ft area around the school); the person would not be eligible for suspension of sentence, probation, pardon, or release until the sentence is served or commuted. The convicted person would also be fined a heavier fine.

Questions:
A. What are some ways, illegal drug use can impact the health of a developing youth?


B. What are some ways the use of marijuana may impact the community?


C. What are some reasons for laws restricting the use of marijuana for minors?


D. Why are there stronger penalties for “Drug Free Zones”
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Marijuana:  Be informed 
(Middle/High School)
Recreational Marijuana Laws Lesson Plan
What Would You Do? Handout


1. A group of peers hang out after school to smoke. You have been invited but never go, today you do.  One of the members of the group passes what they are smoking to you.  



2. You attend a new school and start making friends. This new group of friends is also friends with some students in the next grade level. One day while hanging out together, the older student asks you to bring marijuana to school.  


3. You are invited on vacation with a friend and her family. Everyone goes to the pool; you and your friend are still getting ready. She notices that her dad left his medical marijuana laying out and she asks if you want to try it.


4. Your mom drives you and your friend to the dance. Your friend’s brother is picking you both up afterwards.  When you start to get into the car, you smell marijuana and can see the smoke.  


5. You’ve made the basketball team and the team won their first game. A popular team member invites everyone over to her house to hangout and eat pizza after the game. When you arrive, you find out her parents are not home and some of the players are using marijuana.



6. Create your own scenario and how to respond.
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“Marijuana: Be informed” Academy 
(Middle/High School)
Marijuana Laws for Youth 
Correlations

Civics
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Health:
6-12 S1C6 PO2 Examine the likelihood of injury or illness if engaging in unhealthy behaviors.
6-12 S1C4 PO1 Describe ways to reduce or prevent injuries and other adolescent health problems.
6-12 S4C1 PO2 Demonstrate refusal and negotiation skills that avoid or reduce health risks.
6-12 S4C1 PO1 Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
6-8 S5C2 PO1 Determine when health related situations require the application of a thoughtful decision-making process.
6-8 S5C2 PO6 Analyze the outcomes of a health-related decision.
6-12 S8C1 PO2 Demonstrate how to influence and support others to make positive health choices.
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