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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Power of Passengers”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Texting When Safe Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives:  Students will…
· Understand how mobile devices can aide drivers
· Learn safe ways to utilize mobile devices while driving
· Advocate to peers safe driving with the aid of mobile devices

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· News Article:  Tips to Get Teens Off Their Devices When They Drive by Flaura Koplin Winston, M.D., PhD, Posted: June 19, 2018 (teendriversource.org.)
· Directions for “Do Not Disturb” settings:  https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT204321 

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Brainstorm Cell Phone Aid from Passengers 
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of ways passengers can aid their drivers on the road when it comes to using cell phones.  Groups should choose a volunteer to record the group’s ideas on the large poster paper and another volunteer to report out for the group.  
3. After 5 minutes, instruct the groups to post their list.  Rotate around to each group reporter and ask for one idea.  Instruct the other reporters to check off any similar items.  Continue rotating around to each group until all ideas have been reported.  If the lists are long enough, instruct the groups to switch reporters.  
Possible ideas:  send or respond to text messages, assist with phone calls, help with GPS directions, surf the internet for nearby locations, etc.

Activity 2: T-Chart of Cell Phone Use while Driving
1. Provide a copy of the news article to each student.  Instruct the students to take turns reading sections of the article aloud to their small group.  Then instruct the groups to create a t-chart on their large poster paper labeled, “Reasons” and “Alternatives”.  
2. Instruct the groups to work together and find reasons, mentioned in the article, why teens may be on their cell phones while driving.  List those examples under “Reasons”.  Groups may also add reasons they think of.
3. Then, find mention of alternatives to cell phone distractions while driving and list those examples under “Alternatives”.  Groups may also add alternatives they think of. 
4. Instruct the group to post their t-charts and choose a volunteer to report out for the group.  Rotate around to each group and ask the volunteer to mention one idea from the “Reasons” column.  Continue rotating until all ideas have been reported. 
5. Next, ask students to call out possible outcomes for being distracted by cell phone use while driving.  Record responses on the board, then proceed with volunteers reporting out on the “Alternatives” to using cell phones while driving.  
6. Discuss the teen texting laws for Arizona. All Arizona drivers under 18 with learner’s permit and during the first 6 months of getting their license are banned from texting while driving, except for emergency situations and audible navigation.  Consequences for having a traffic violation due to texting and driving are in the form of tickets, fines, license revokes or suspensions.  Insurance premiums may also rise as a result. Some cities have their own ordinances regarding texting while driving or using hand held devices for all ages.  (Glendale, Fountain Hills, Phoenix, Tempe, Surprise and El Mirage, Yavapai County, Pima County and Coconino County)

Activity 3:  Applying the “Do Not Disturb” Setting
1. Instruct the students to discuss with their group, if they have ever used their phone’s “Do Not Disturb” setting.  After a few moments of group discussion, ask for volunteers to share their experiences.
2. Hand each student a copy of the directions for using their phones’ “Do Not Disturb” setting.
3. Instruct the students to practice setting this feature on their cell phone.  For students who do not have a cell phone, ask other students if they can join them and watch them practice setting the feature or show them how to set the features using your phone.  
4. Next, instruct the groups to discuss the benefits of using the different “Do Not Disturb” features.  
Possible Benefits: Avoid being tempted to pay attention to cell phone instead of driving, contacts are aware that you are driving and will contact them when it is safe, your cell phone is still available for emergencies, different settings allow you to control the situation, etc.

Debrief: Toss a soft object to a willing volunteer and ask for one way passengers can help the driver with safe use of cell phones.  The object can then be tossed to the next will volunteer and they will provide another way to assist the driver.
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“Power of Passengers”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Texting When Safe
Correlations


Civics 
Analyze the responsibility of citizens.
(HS.C2.4) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Disciplinary Skills and Processes 
Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear and non-linear) examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation.
(HS.SP3.7)
Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past and present.
(HS.SP4.1)

Key Ideas and Details
Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
(R.1)
Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.
(R.2)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(SL.4)

Technology
Demonstrate safe online communication practices regarding personal information.
(7-12 S5C1 PO 4)
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