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“Power of Passengers”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Refusing to Race Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives:  Students will…
· Understand what constitutes as racing
· Learn the consequences for racing
· Practice refusing peer pressure to race

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Arizona Revised Statutes Handout-1 copy per student
· Racing Scenarios-Cut apart and provided 1 per group
· Facilitator Guide
· Optional:  Soft object 

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Racing Definition and Reasons
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Instruct the groups to draft a definition for “Racing” and record on their large poster paper.  
3. Display the following definition and instruct the groups to compare it to their definition and make any changes necessary.  
Racing-Driving at speeds in excess of the speed limit, trying to get the attention of a nearby car to see who can make it to the next stop light quicker, peer pressure of passengers inside the vehicle to encourage the driver to drive in excess of the speed limit.
4. Next, instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of possible reasons why teen drivers may be tempted to race.  Groups should choose a volunteer to record the group’s ideas on the same large poster paper with the definition.  Groups should also choose a reporter to post the group’s ideas and present to the class.  
5. Rotate around to each group’s reporter and ask for one idea, instruct the other reporters to check off any similar items from their list.  Continue until all ideas have been shared.   

Activity 2: Group Work with Consequences of Racing
1. Provide each student a handout with the two Arizona Revised Statutes and instruct the groups to discuss and compare the two statutes and decide which one applies to racing and be ready to explain why.  (28-708. Racing on highways; classification; exception; definitions-this one deals with competing or showing off with speeds as opposed to violating a traffic law)
2. Next, instruct the groups to highlight consequences for violating the racing statute.  Also, instruct the groups to write on the Arizona Revised Statute handout any other consequences a driver might receive such as, parents taking the car keys away for a time.  Call on each group to report on one legal consequence or non-legal consequence.   
Possible Non-Legal Consequences:  accidents, injuries, insurance premiums rise, friends not allowed to ride with you as the driver, car privileges taken away, suspended or postponed driver’s license, harm pedestrians, cause property/car damage, etc.

Activity 3:  Peer Refusal Scenarios
1. Inform the students that this next activity will provide an opportunity to practice responding to peer pressure as the driver and passenger.  
2. Ask the class to brainstorm with you a list of possible responses the driver and the passenger could provide to refuse to be involved with racing.  Write the two headings on the board: “Driver” and “Passenger”.  Allow time for groups to discuss before calling out responses.  Record their responses under the correct heading on the board.
Possible Responses: 
Driver-ignore being coaxed to race, turn a different direction away from others that want to race you, ignore passengers request-let them know why, etc.
Passenger-let the driver know you do not want to be a part of it, ask to be let out of the car, remind the driver of the consequences, report to an adult about a race being planned, etc.
3. Next, hand each group a different Racing Scenario and instruct the groups to read and discuss the scenario and write down a response the driver could give to refuse to race and a response a passenger could give to refuse to take part and discourage the driver.  Groups should also record any consequences anyone involved could receive.    
4. Rotate around to each group, checking for understanding and providing any necessary feedback.  Ask each group to present their scenario to the class and share how the driver and passengers refused to race and any consequences anyone involved could receive if they chose to race. (See Facilitator Guide)

Debrief:  Toss a soft object to a willing volunteer and ask them to name a consequence for racing.  The object is then tossed or passed to another willing volunteer to provide another example.  
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“Power of Passengers”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Refusing to Race 
Correlations

Civics
Analyze the responsibility of citizens.
(HS.C2.4) 

Disciplinary Skills and Processes 
Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear and non-linear) examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation.
(HS.SP3.7)
Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past and present.
(HS.SP4.1)

Key Ideas and Details
Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
(R.1)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
(R.7)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
(SL.1)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(SL.4)
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“Power of Passengers”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Refusing to Race 
Arizona Revised Statutes Handout

28-708. Racing on highways; classification; exception; definitions
A. A person shall not drive a vehicle or participate in any manner in a race, speed competition or contest, drag race or acceleration contest, test of physical endurance or exhibition of speed or acceleration or for the purpose of making a speed record on a street or highway.

B. A person who violates this section is guilty of a class 1 misdemeanor. If a person is convicted of a second or subsequent violation of this section within twenty-four months of a first conviction, the person is guilty of a class 6 felony and is not eligible for probation, pardon, suspension of sentence or release on any other basis until the person has served not less than ten days in jail or prison.

C. A person who is convicted of a first violation of this section shall pay a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars and may be ordered by the court to perform community restitution.

D. A person who is convicted of a subsequent violation of this section shall pay a fine of not less than five hundred dollars and may be ordered by the court to perform community restitution.

What are other possible consequences?    

28-701. Reasonable and prudent speed; 
A person shall not drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the circumstances, conditions and actual and potential hazards then existing. A person shall control the speed of a vehicle as necessary to avoid colliding with any object, person, vehicle or other conveyance on, entering or adjacent to the highway in compliance with legal requirements and the duty of all persons to exercise reasonable care for the protection of others.

Misdemeanor crime up to 30 days in jail and up to $500 fines; 

What are other possible consequences? 

*Teen Drivers:  
“There are penalties for drivers under the age of 18 who have a graduated driver license and are convicted of a traffic violation:
1st conviction: The driver must attend Traffic Survival School. The violation goes on the driver's record.
2nd conviction: Three-month suspension of driving privileges. The violation goes on the driver's record.
3rd conviction: Six-month suspension. The violation goes on the driver's record.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ADOT Teen Drivers-Penalties:  https://www.azdot.gov/motor-vehicles/driver-services/teen-drivers/penalties  ] 
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“Power of Passengers”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Refusing to Race 
Racing Scenarios

Cut apart scenarios and provide one per group.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. 16 year old David is driving his father’s 2019 Porsche with his friends Josie and Jared.  They come up to the stop light at the intersection of Walk and Don’t Walk.  David looks over and sees Jimmy who is in his science class.  Jimmy drives a Chevy Camaro.  Josie is sitting in the front seat and Jared is behind David.  Jared rolls down his window and yells at Jimmy to race David when the light turns green.  Josie also encourages David to race Jimmy.  David is uncomfortable but also wants to look cool for his friends.  

Response David could give to refuse to race:


A response Josie and Jared could give to refuse to take part and discourage David from racing:



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Gabe, who is 17-years-old, received his driver’s license three days ago.  As a gift for receiving his driver’s license, his parents bought him a 2017 Dodge Ram pickup truck.  He asks Trish and Adam if they want a ride home.  Both agree to go home with Gabe.  While driving home, they are passed by a Dodge Charger with dark tinted windows.  As Gabe is passed, Trish yells at Gabe to race the Charger.   

Responses Gabe could give to refuse to race:


Responses Trish and Adam could give to refuse to take part and discourage Gabe from racing:



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. While Jazmyn is at lunch at school, she is approached by Tina and Doug.  They tell Jazmyn about the secret street racing competition this weekend between some students.  Jazmyn’s grandmother bought her a brand-new Honda Civic for passing her driving test, which Tina and Doug know about.  The conversation is overheard by other students and a crowd begins to form around Jazmyn.  Everyone is encouraging Jazmyn to participate in the race.  Jazmyn isn’t very popular and this is a chance for her to hang out with the popular kids including the Homecoming Queen Kathie.  Jazmyn already told Tina and Doug she doesn’t have plans this weekend.  

Response the driver could give to refuse to race:


Actions a bystander could take to discourage peers from taking part in street racing:



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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“Power of Passengers”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Refusing to Race 
Racing Scenarios Facilitator Guide

1. 16 year old David is driving his father’s 2019 Porsche with his friends Josie and Jared.  They come up to the stop light at the intersection of Walk and Don’t Walk.  David looks over and sees Jimmy who is in his science class.  Jimmy drives a Chevy Camaro.  Josie is sitting in the front seat and Jared is behind David.  Jared rolls down his window and yells at Jimmy to race David when the light turns green.  Josie also encourages David to race Jimmy.  David is uncomfortable but also wants to look cool for his friends.  

Response David could give to refuse to race: David can tell them that the vehicle is his dad’s and he doesn’t want anything to happen to the vehicle.  He can say something funny like, “If I drive too fast, people want see me in this cool car!” David can pull the vehicle over and tell them that if they are going to encourage illegal behavior, they have to find a different way home. 

A response Josie and Jared could give to refuse to take part and discourage David from racing:  They could tell David to pull over, they don’t want to be in the car if he is going to race.  They could tell David to ignore Jimmy or turn away and/or let Jimmy drive ahead.  



2. Gabe, who is 17-years-old, received his driver’s license three days ago.  As a gift for receiving his driver’s license, his parents bought him a 2017 Dodge Ram pickup truck.  He asks Trish and Adam if they want a ride home.  Both agree to go home with Gabe.  While driving home, they are passed by a Dodge Charger with dark tinted windows.  As Gabe is passed, Trish yells at Gabe to race the Charger.   

Responses Gabe could give to refuse to race: Gabe could tell her he doesn’t want anyone to get hurt or damage his new truck.  He could explain that it was hard enough for his parents to afford the insurance, if it goes up because of a ticket such as racing, reckless driving or endangering his passengers he will have to pay the difference.  

Responses Trish and Adam could give to refuse to take part and discourage Gabe from racing: Request the driver go by the park on the way home and check out who’s hanging out there for fun instead of challenging a race with another driver.   





3. While Jazmyn is at lunch at school, she is approached by Tina and Doug.  They tell Jazmyn about the secret street racing competition this weekend between some students.  Jazmyn’s grandmother bought her a brand-new Honda Civic for passing her driving test, which Tina and Doug know about.  The conversation is overheard by other students and a crowd begins to form around Jazmyn.  Everyone is encouraging Jazmyn to participate in the race.  Jazmyn isn’t very popular and this is a chance for her to hang out with the popular kids including the Homecoming Queen Kathie.  Jazmyn already told Tina and Doug she doesn’t have plans this weekend.  

Response the driver could give to refuse to race:  Jazmyn could explain how important her car from her grandmother is; her grandmother would be hurt if she wrecked it or injured herself.  She could claim she is going to another teen activity and invite anyone who wants to go instead.  She could suggest checking out the Arizona Drag Racing Association for scheduled events or watch sport channels drag racing and Nascar races together as a group.

Actions a bystander could take to discourage peers from taking part in street racing:
Report to a teacher, trusted adult or SRO about the illegal street race so it can be stopped.  Tell their peers that racing is illegal and they could get their license suspended and pay a lot of money.  Drivers and bystanders could get hurt or even killed while participating at illegal street racing events. 
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