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Respect for Authority Academy
Middle/High School
Traffic Stops Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the benefits of communicating successfully with police.
· Students will develop strategies to respond effectively when questioned by police officers.

Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Traffic Stop Procedures handout see PDF, 1 per group
· Scenario cards see PDF, 1 set per group, ex: (1,2), (3,4) etc. 

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson: 
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each and provide them with poster paper and markers.
2. Explain to the students that they will learn about the benefits of communicating calmly with police officers during a traffic stop to avoid unwanted incidents.
3. Inform the students that they will work with their group and write down on poster paper what they think the responsibility of a driver and a passenger is during a traffic stop.  
4. After they are done or almost done, provide each group the handout Traffic Stop Procedures. The students will compare what is on the handout and their poster paper.
5. Ask students to place a check mark on their poster paper next to the behavior that they wrote that they got correct based on the information from the Traffic Stop Procedure handout. 
6. Ask students to share with the class anything that they did not include in their poster that was an “aha” to them. 
7. The officer will explain the reasons why communicating calmly with a police officer will keep everyone safe. The officer will also explain what the outcome could be if not being compliant with police officers. 
8. Explain that each group will get scenario cards- 2 per group. 
9. [bookmark: _Hlk146015625] Instruct the students to have a group discussion and decide if the cards have respectful behavior when communicating with a police officer. 
10. Ask each group to read a scenario card and their responses to the questions on the card.  
11. As the groups share their responses, share the possible legal consequences of each scenario where legal actions could be taken.  
12. Debrief this lesson by asking the students to stand in a circle. Students will share either: 
· What is one important correct behavior to remember during a traffic stop?
· What are the consequences for not complying with an officer during a stop?
· What are the possible consequences of a failure to stop?  
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Respect Academy
Middle/High School
Traffic Stops Lesson Plan
Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics:
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government. ▪ Key concepts include but are not limited to civility, respect for the rights of others, individual responsibility, respect for law, open mindedness, critical examination of issues, negotiation and compromise, civic mindedness, compassion, patriotism, conciliation, and consensus building.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens

Speaking and Listening:
9-10.W.10 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐ one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                           September 2023	Page 1

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




