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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Safety While Socializing” Academy
(Middle/High)
Home Rules and Curfews Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· understand how home rules and curfews protect their safety.
· learn the curfew laws in their area.
· evaluate the effectiveness of curfew rules on teen safety.

Protective Factor: Critical Reasoning Skills
Social Emotional Learning Competency: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· [bookmark: _Hlk90973251]Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Signs: Agree and Disagree
· Role Cards (slides 1-9)-1 card per group
· Link to LawForKids.org webpage on curfew laws: https://lawforkids.org/curfew
· Computer with internet access and projector screen
· Student personal reflection journal

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk90973208]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk90973223][bookmark: _Hlk90972150]Divide the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Introduce the cohort on “Safety While Socializing” and explain that adults that are responsible for the safety of youth will have expectations or rules that the youth should follow when in social settings on their own.  
3. Inform the students that the first lesson is on “Home Rules and Curfews”. Explain that home rules and curfews are some of the strategies used to protect teens when they are out on their own. Curfews refer to how late a person under 18 can legally stay outside in public without a legal guardian.  
4. Instruct the groups to discuss and list possible rules guardians may have when youth leave the house without them on their large poster paper.
5. Call on each group to share one item from their list different than what was reported be a previous group. Continue rotating to each group until most unique ideas have been shared.
6. Next, instruct the groups to add 1 reason they feel a home rule listed may be unfair and 1 reason the same home rule may be helpful for safety for at least 3 of the rules they listed. 
7. Call on each group to report out on one rule they expanded on.
8. Refer to comments made about curfews and explain that in the next activity, students will be divided into groups to prepare persuasive arguments to establish new curfew rules or keep the existing one.  

Problem-Solving and Application Activities: 
9. Explain the following: Cities in Arizona are allowed to enforce their own curfews through city ordinances. The purpose of a curfew is to keep youth safe during a time when criminal behavior may increase. Found in violation of curfew laws, youth may receive a warning or ticket; may have to pay fines or be assigned community service as well as their parents. A curfew violation might go on their juvenile record. The possible charge for both the juvenile and/or parents is a misdemeanor. For information see: https://lawforkids.org/curfew. There are some exceptions to most curfew laws. 
A. If you are with a parent or guardian curfew rules would not apply. 
B. Parents or guardians may give permission for another adult to be with you after curfew hours or when traveling to another state.  
C. Leaving work and heading straight home is also allowed past curfew or other reasonable activity exercising your First Amendment Rights. 
D. Being married and 16 or over, military service or on your residential property, including the neighbor’s property with consent is also allowed past curfew times.

7. Instruct the students to discuss with their group why adults may feel that crimes may occur more easily at night for youth away from home. Call on each group to share one comment from their group.
8. Next, remind the students that curfew applies only to those under the age of 18. Post the two signs, ‘Agree’ and ‘Disagree’ on opposite sides of the room. 
9. Explain to students that they will participate in a continuum activity. They are to listen to you read the following statements then choose a place along the continuum between ‘Agree’ and ‘Disagree’ that they feel best matches their choice and be ready to explain their decision. 
A. Curfew laws for those under the age of 18 are not needed.
1) Agree
2) Disagree
B.  Violent crime committed by youth, occurs the most between the hours of 11pm and 3am.
Violent crime committed by youth, occurs the most between the hours of 11pm and 3am.
“Violent crimes by juveniles peak in the afternoon between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m., the hour at the end of the school day. More than one-fourth (28%) of all violent crime committed by juvenile offenders occurs between 3 p.m. and 7 pm.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  OJJDP Statistical Briefing Book. Online. Available: https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/offenders/qa03401.asp?qaDate=2016 . Released on October 22, 2018.] 

1) Agree
2) Disagree
C. Curfew laws contribute to decreasing violent juvenile crime committed at night.
1) Agree
2) Disagree
D.  Violent crime committed by adults, occurs the least between 10am and 2pm.*
1) Agree 
2) Disagree
Violent crime committed by adults, occurs the least between 10am and 2pm.
“In general, the number of violent crimes committed by adults increases hourly from 6 a.m. through the afternoon and evening hours, peaks at 9 p.m., and then drops to a low point at 6 a.m. 24% of all violent committed by adult offenders occurs between 8 p.m. and midnight.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  OJJDP Statistical Briefing Book. Online. Available: https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/offenders/qa03401.asp?qaDate=2016 . Released on October 22, 2018. ] 

E.  Curfew laws should not exist for youth under the age of 12.
1) Agree
2) Disagree
F. Parents/legal guardians should be responsible for deciding curfew for their child.
1) Agree
2) Disagree
10. Explain to the class that they should consider the discussion and data that was presented during the continuum activity for the next activity.
11. Present the following scenario to the class: Your city is reevaluating their curfew laws.  Currently the curfew hours are every day from 10 pm to 6:00 am for everyone under the age of 18. Minors are not allowed outside their residential property without a legal guardian during these hours. Violators may receive $100 fines.  No exemptions.  
12. Explain that each group will receive a different role. As their assigned role they are to collaborate with their group to prepare 2 minute or less persuasive arguments, either agreeing or disagreeing with their current curfew law. For groups with the same role, assign one group “support” and the other group “change” the curfew law to ensure both sides of the issue are examined.
13. Further explain that one group will be the City Council that will hear each group’s arguments and make a final decision.  
14. Provide one Role Card (see slides 1-9) to each group and review briefly. 
Assignments:
A. City Council
B. School Resource Officers
C. Local Business Owners Association
D. [bookmark: _Hlk81234095]Parents of teens who want the curfew laws
E. Parents of teens who don’t want the curfew laws
F. City Youth Council
G. Local employers of youth
H. [bookmark: _Hlk81234065]Neighborhood Block Watch
I. [bookmark: _Hlk81234084]County School Board

14. The teacher and you should rotate around to each group, checking for understanding and providing supportive feedback. You may need to provide extra coaching for the City Council group since they will be running the meeting.
15. When most groups are ready, allow the City Council members to run the meeting. Ensure that each presentation is only 2 minutes or less. 
16. When the meeting is adjourned, send the City Council members to a private area away from the rest of the class to discuss the arguments and prepare a final ordinance for the city’s curfew.
17. While the City Council group is deliberating, display on the projector screen the LawForKids.org website section on curfews: https://lawforkids.org/curfew. Instruct students to review the information. Students may want to look up their city’s curfew laws. Allow students to make comments on the information they found.  
18. When the time is up, bring the City Council members back to the main room and allow them to deliver their comments and curfew rule. 
19. Next, post the following Reflection Question on the class board or projector screen and instruct the groups to discuss. 
20. Call on each group for a response to the first question before proceeding to the next.
A. In what ways did the City Council curfew law meet the different groups’ expectations?
B. In what ways may this new curfew law keep teens safe?

Lesson Closure:  
21. Instruct students to write a reflection in their personal journal, how curfew rules can help keep teens safe while socializing.
22. Call on volunteers to share ideas with the class.  
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“Safety While Socializing” Academy
(Middle/High)
Home Rules and Curfews 
Correlations
[bookmark: _Hlk90972789][bookmark: _Hlk90974228]Civics
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school,
community, and government.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Economics:
6-8.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities within the context of the time period and region studied.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Writing:
[bookmark: _Hlk35510742]7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Health:
6-12 S1C4 PO1 Describe ways to reduce or prevent injuries and other adolescent health problems.
Access and use valid health information from home, school, and community. 
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