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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Back to School Safety Academy
(Middle/High School)
Pedestrian Awareness Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will be able to…
· identify safe and unsafe pedestrian behaviors 
· explain why certain behaviors impact safety

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· Behavior Slips and Labels, 1 set per group
· [bookmark: _Hlk210820512]Tape
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Sticky Notes, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Cut behavior slips and labels and place 1 set for each group in a sandwich bag
Optional Activity:
· Jaywalking Video: https://lawforkids.org/youth/explore/videos 

Timeframe: 35 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.



Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups with 3-4 students in each group. 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk216789382]Ask students to stand up if they have walked somewhere in the last 7 days.
3. Ask students to sit down if they’ve ever crossed the street, walked through a parking lot, or been near traffic while walking.
4. Explain that means all of us are pedestrians and today we’re learning how to stay safe.
5. Give each group a set of behavior slips and labels.
6. Ask students to lay out the “Safe” and “Unsafe” labels in front of them.
7. Instruct the groups to read each pedestrian behavior slip aloud and place the behavior under the label they think is most appropriate. Walk around to each group and check for understanding.
8. Create a T-Chart on the board with one side labeled Safe and the other side labeled Unsafe.
9. Call on groups to share a behavior and explain why they chose that side. Have a representative from the group tape the behavior onto the board’s T-Chart. 
10. Continue to rotate to each group, until all behaviors have been taped to the board. As the facilitator, elaborate on any important consequences or laws from the items shared. Share personal examples when appropriate.
Facilitator Key:
Safe:  
· Waiting for the walk signal before crossing (ARS 28-791 says that pedestrians have to follow traffic signals at intersections.)
· Looking left-right-left before crossing
· Walking in well-lit areas at night
· Removing headphones near traffic
· Using crosswalks and sidewalks (ARS 28-793 requires pedestrians to use crosswalks when they are available and ARS 28-796 requires pedestrians to use sidewalks when they are available.)
Unsafe:
· Crossing the street while texting
· Running across traffic because you are late
· Crossing between parked cars
· Walking at night in dark clothing
· Assuming drivers will stop automatically (ARS 28-792 says that if there is no traffic signal, drivers must slow down or stop to let you cross the crosswalk but pedestrians should never enter a roadway without ensuring it is safe to do so.)
11. Explain: “Now that we identified which behaviors are safe and unsafe, each group will focus on improving an unsafe behavior.”
12. Assign each group a different unsafe behavior slip. 
13. Explain that groups will use their large poster paper and markers to create a poster showing how to turn that unsafe behavior into a safe one. 
14. Each poster should include the following sections: 
Section 1: “Procedures”
List all the steps to make the behavior safe.
Section 2: “Why?”
Explain why these safety steps are important.
Section 3: “What If?”
Describe what could happen if the safety steps are ignored.
15. All group members will participate and contribute to the poster. They will have 7 minutes to complete the poster. One group member will start drawing/writing and once a minute is up, they will pass the marker to the next group member. This will continue every minute until the 7 minutes is up and all group members have contributed. 
(NOTE: all members will contribute to the content of the poster at all times. The writer/illustrator changes but every member of the group should help the writer with ideas.)
16. The facilitator will visit each group to provide feedback and guidance, offer suggestions if needed.
17. Once the time is up, each group will present their poster to the class. As the facilitator, provide more information where necessary. 
18. Lead a group discussion with the following questions:
What surprised you about these safety behaviors?
Which safety steps feel most important to you?
What responsibility do students have in keeping themselves and others safe?
19. Debrief the lesson by having the participants write on sticky notes one pedestrian safety habit they will practice every day.
20. Collect sticky notes as participants exit and review to ensure they understand the content.

Optional Activity (insert prior to step 19):
1. Let the students know they will watch a video about jaywalking laws in Arizona. As they watch the video, they should listen for specific laws/rules that pedestrians are expected to follow.
2. Play the jaywalking video.
3. After the video, ask groups the following questions. Allow groups time to discuss the answer before sharing with the class.
Facilitator Guide: 
Question 1: What Arizona laws were mentioned in the video?
[bookmark: _Int_h1aF3kST]Answer: Pedestrians should use crosswalks and sidewalks when available, follow pedestrian traffic signals, obey traffic laws designed to keep both drivers and pedestrians safe, and standing on a median unless they are waiting to cross at a traffic signal.
Question 2: What are the consequences of jaywalking?
Answer: Consequences vary by city. In Phoenix, jaywalking can result in a citation and a fine. Repeated violations may lead to more serious penalties, such as a Class 1 Misdemeanor, which could result in jail time. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk209700570]Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.

Reading:
6.RI.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Visual Art:
S1C4PO 201 Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork. 
S1C4PO 302 Create artwork that communicates substantive meanings or achieves intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and commercial).
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