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“Smart Online Communication” Academy
(Middle/High)
Troll Feed Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will understand how Trolling is a form of Cyberbullying
· Students will identify when Trolling becomes illegal
· Students will practice drafting indifferent opinions using respect

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Student Handout-cut apart sets of definitions for each group
· Troll Posts

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1:  What is Trolling?
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Explain to the class that today’s lesson is going to cover a type of cyberbullying called “Trolling”. Hand each group the definitions for Cyberbullying and Trolling.  (see Student Handout)
3. Instruct the groups to choose a volunteer to read the cyberbullying definition and then choose another volunteer to read the “Trolling” definition to their small group.  Then, discuss as a small group, how these definitions compare and be ready to report out.  
4. Rotate to each group, asking for a volunteer to give one way these two definitions compare.  
5. If necessary, clarify to the class that cyberbullying is repeated and meant to inflict harm. Intimidating, threatening and harassing others online is illegal, whereas, trolling is a way to watch the reactions of others and can become illegal if it crosses the line into harassment, intimidation,  threats or provokes violence. Trolls want you to react; it feeds their actions.
6.  Next, ask the students to think about places online where they may experience trolling (“Trolling Hot Spots”) and then instruct the students to discuss their responses with a partner.
7. Next, ask for volunteers to call out responses as you record them on the board.
Possible answers:  Chat Rooms – Instagram – Facebook – Gaming Worlds – Twitter Feeds – YouTube Videos – Forums 

Activity 2: Rank the Trolls
1. Next, explain to the students that they will have an opportunity to rank examples of trolling posts from the least serious to the most serious.
2. Model for the groups how to number their large poster paper from 1-4. Explain that the #1 is the “Least Serious” and the #4 is the “Most Serious”.
3. Hand each group a set of the Troll Posts.  Instruct the groups to share the posts among their group and decide as a group where they would rank each one.  Next to each rank, groups should also explain what the potential harm of that post could be, either for the one receiving it or sending it and be ready to report out.
4. Choose one group to start with and ask which post they placed in the #1 spot and why.  Ask if any groups posted a different one as #1.  Continue with a different group and ask what they posted for #2 and why and if any group ranked theirs differently.  Continue with #3 and #4.
5. Elaborate where necessary, making sure that students understand which one contained a comment that is illegal to post.  
6. Inform students that any form of cyberbullying can have consequences and can limit your use of the internet.

Activity 3:  Opinions
1. Explain to the students that expressing your opinions is a healthy part of socialization.  A way to be smart with your online communication is learning how to express your opinion in positive ways that don’t cross the lines with inappropriate joking, insults, inciting anger, causing upset or cyberbullying.  
2. Instruct the groups to brainstorm 3 positive things that can be gained from sharing a difference of opinions with your peers online.  
Possible Answers:  see different points of view, evaluate your own thinking, and produce change
3. Assign each group a different “Trolling Hot Spot” (see below) 
Trolling Hot Spots:  Chat Rooms – Instagram – Facebook – Gaming Worlds – Twitter Feeds – YouTube Videos - Forums
1. Instruct the groups to utilize their large poster paper to draft a pretend initial post on their assigned “Trolling Hot Spot”.  Rotate that group to another group’s area, then instruct the groups to draft a response showing a difference of opinion.  Their response post should be civil, respectful and responsible and be ready to share.  Next, rotate the groups again and instruct the groups to draft another response to the second posts, again this response should be civil, respectful and responsible.
2. Rotate one more time and have each group share their post conversations and ask the listening audience to comment on the respect shown with voicing their opinion.  

Debrief: Instruct the groups to think of one action they should take if they witness trolling while online. Rotate around to each group, recording their suggestions on the board.  (See Internet Safety Poster:
Possible Answers: Stop posting or “feeding” them responses they can use to continue upsetting and disrupting;  Take a screen shot to report,  especially if it crosses the line from annoying to threatening, harassing or intimidating; Flag the website and report to the server, Block the sender and check your privacy settings, and Report to a trusted adult and seek support

Source:  http://dwn5wtkv5mp2x.cloudfront.net/ufiles/Secondary-Lesson-Plan-SID16.pdf 
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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Do Not Feed the Troll
Student Handout
Directions:  Cut apart the sets of definitions and supply 1 set per group

Cyberbullying is the repeated use of technology to harass, threaten, embarrass, or target another person. By definition, it occurs among young people. When an adult is involved, it may meet the definition of cyber-harassment or cyberstalking, a crime that can have legal consequences and involve jail time. www.stopbullying.gov 
Trolling is a slang term for posting controversial, inflammatory, irrelevant or off-topic messages in an online community, such as an online discussion forum or chat room, with the primary intent of provoking other users into an emotional response or to generally disrupt normal on-topic discussion. www.urbandictionary.com 
Cyberbullying is the repeated use of technology to harass, threaten, embarrass, or target another person. By definition, it occurs among young people. When an adult is involved, it may meet the definition of cyber-harassment or cyberstalking, a crime that can have legal consequences and involve jail time. www.stopbullying.gov 
Trolling is a slang term for posting controversial, inflammatory, irrelevant or off-topic messages in an online community, such as an online discussion forum or chat room, with the primary intent of provoking other users into an emotional response or to generally disrupt normal on-topic discussion. www.urbandictionary.com 
Cyberbullying is the repeated use of technology to harass, threaten, embarrass, or target another person. By definition, it occurs among young people. When an adult is involved, it may meet the definition of cyber-harassment or cyberstalking, a crime that can have legal consequences and involve jail time. www.stopbullying.gov 
Trolling is a slang term for posting controversial, inflammatory, irrelevant or off-topic messages in an online community, such as an online discussion forum or chat room, with the primary intent of provoking other users into an emotional response or to generally disrupt normal on-topic discussion. www.urbandictionary.com 
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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Do Not Feed the Troll
Troll Posts
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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Do Not Feed the Troll
Correlations


	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-8 S3C4 PO4; HS S3C4 PO3c.)





	Technology

	Ask questions and investigate a problem from different perspectives and formulate inferences from known facts.
(7-12 S1C3PO 2)

Assess situations in which it is appropriate and safe to use a personal digital device in the home, school, community, and in the work place. 
(7-12 S5C1 PO1)

Describe strategies to deal with cyber-bullying situations.
 (6-12.S5C1PO2

Demonstrate safe online communication practices regarding personal information.
(7-12 S5C1 PO 4)

Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.
(6-12 S5C2 PO1)






	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.





	Production and Distribution of Writing

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(6‐12.WHST.4)
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