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“Only When You’re Underage”: Academy
(Upper Middle/High School)
Legal Age:  What’s Restricted? Lesson Plan
Adapted from The Learning Network:  Acting Your Age:  Considering the Age of Responsibility 

Objectives:  Students will…
· Brainstorm why there are age restrictions
· Learn the laws surrounding age restricted activities
· Participate in a voting activity to voice their opinion on age restriction issues

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Facilitator Guide
· Pros and Cons Issue Cards-1 card per group of either pros or cons for each issue 
· Optional:  Overhead projector and internet access to Law for Kids website page:  http://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think 

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: “Think, Pair, Share” about age restrictions
1. Begin the activity by placing students into 8 different groups. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Pair students within their small groups and instruct them to think about a time when they were told they were not old enough to do something.  (You may have to guide students in a “Think Time” by modeling the actions of quietly thinking to yourself before responding.)
3. Then, instruct the partners to share their experiences with each other and discuss how they felt. Looking back do they agree or disagree; why or why not?
4. Invite a few volunteers to share their discussions. Each time a student shares, ask what reasons were given for the age restriction.  Record the reasons on the board.  
Possible reasons: limited understanding, physically incapable, lack experience, developmentally inappropriate, unsafe, etc.

Activity 2: “Hot List” of age-restricted activities 
5. Inform the groups that they will work collaboratively to create a list of activities that have age restrictions. Next to each activity, the group should include what they think the legal age to participate is. (ex. purchase liquor-21)  The groups will have 10 minutes to complete their list and will receive points for matching their ideas with the teacher’s list.  (see Facilitator guide) 
6. Read the list from the Facilitator Guide and instruct the students to give their group a point for each matching item. Also, ask the class to call out the legal age and then reveal if that is correct.  Elaborate on the law surrounding each activity if necessary.  
7. Ask the class if there any other ideas not included on the teacher’s list. Award extra points for valid responses. 
8. Inform the class that 18 is considered the “age of responsibility” in the U.S. So, most age restrictions center on that age.  
9. Ask the groups to discuss if they agree or disagree with any of the age restriction examples and be ready to share why.
10. Rotate around to each group, giving time for each group to express their opinions.  
 
Activity 3:  What do you think? (All 4 issues are found on the Law For Kids ‘Get Involved’ tab)
1. Explain to the students for this next activity, students will represent both sides of an issue on whether to change an age restriction.      
2. Hand two groups the same card describing an age restriction issue. Assign one group the pros and the other group the cons. There are 4 different issues for a total of 8 groups. (see Pros & Cons Issue Cards)  Instruct the groups to create a list of either pros or cons for their side of the issue and be ready to defend that side of the issue.  
3. Next, read one of the issues and then invite the pro side to stand on your right and the cons side to stand on your left, facing the class.  
4. Call on the pro side to state one reason why the response should be yes and then ask the cons side to state one reason why the response should be no.  Continue rotating back and forth until both teams have stated their points.  Allow the audience to state a pro or con that has not been stated before.  Continue until time is up for that issue.  (Suggested 5 minutes)  
5. Next, ask for a class vote based upon their arguments.
Option 1:  Log onto:  http://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think, display the same question and ask the class for a show of hands; enter the majority vote, click on submit and reveal how others have voted.  Option 2:  Take a class vote by a show of hands and record the results (you may want to compare the class voting results with other class results)
6. Ask the class if the results surprised them and ask for a few volunteers to explain why.
7. Continue with the other issues.   

Debrief:  Complete the statement
Write the following statement on the board and instruct the groups to complete the statement and be ready to share:  Age-restrictions can help protect minors by…

Sources:  
Law for Kids Online Poll:  http://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think
Acting Your Age Lesson Plan: 
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/17/acting-your-age-considering-the-age-of-responsibility/ 
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“Only When You Are Underage”: Academy
(Upper Middle/High School)
Legal Age:  What’s restricted? Facilitator Guide
Source:  http://lawforkids.org 
	Activity
	Legal Age
	Law

	Purchase alcohol
	21
	It is against the law for a person under the legal drinking age (which is 21) to buy, receive, have in possession, or consume alcohol (ARS 4-244).
If you have or use alcohol when you are under the age of 21, you may be put on probation, have your driving privileges suspended, or pay fines or damages
http://lawforkids.org/illegal-substances 


	Drive a car with a license
	15.7
	You must be at least 15 years and 7 months to apply for a permit for a Class D driver’s license. Beginning on January 1, 2000 you will need to apply for a permit for a Class G Driver’s license. (House Bill 2438 changes the driver’s license for 16-18 year-olds from a Class D to a Class G license. This goes into effect on January 1, 2000.)
http://lawforkids.org/driving 

Operator License (Class D)
An operator license allows you to drive any vehicle that does not require a motorcycle or commercial license. You must be at least 18 years old to apply for an operator license.

Operator License (Class G)If you are at least 16, but less than 18 years of age you will be issued a graduated driver license that is valid to operate with restrictions any vehicle that does not require a motorcycle or commercial driver license.


	Serve in the military
	18
	If you are a male citizen or male alien residing in the United States you must register within 30 days of your 18th birthday. You may register up to 120 days before your 18th birthday. This is known as Selective Service registration (50 App. USC §453 (a)).You may enlist at 17 with your parents’ consent (50 App. USC §454 (c)). Without their consent, you may enlist between the ages of 18 and 35.
http://lawforkids.org/military 


	Attend school
	16
	It is against the law for anyone between the ages of six and sixteen to not attend school. However, there are some exceptions through excused absences, home school, etc. Even if you miss just one class period without an excuse, you are considered truant.
If you miss school a lot (5 days, unexcused) you are considered to be habitually truant (ARS 15-803).  An attendance officer can enforce this law. The officer can give you a ticket requiring you and a parent to appear before an official of the court (ARS 15-805). If you are habitually truant you could be put on probation, have your driver’s license taken away, or have to attend counseling or educational classes (ARS 8-323).
http://lawforkids.org/school-offenses 


	Give sexual consent
	18
	In the State of Arizona, a person under 18 years old CANNOT consent to engage in sexual conduct (A.R.S. § 13-1401).
Under Arizona law, sexual conduct is when a person intentionally or knowingly engages in sexual intercourse or oral sexual contact with a person under 18 years of age. Sexual conduct with a minor 15, 16 or 17 years old is class 6 felony. Sexual conduct with a minor under fifteen years of age is a class 2 felony. (A.R.S. § 13-1405).
http://lawforkids.org/sex-offenses 


	Get married without parental consent
	18
	At age 18, you can marry without consent of your parents. 
Marriage is also a legal contract between a man and a woman for life. You apply for the license at the clerk of the superior court in any Arizona county (ARS §25-121).  A marriage ceremony (generally by a clergyman, judge or other person authorized by law to conduct marriages) held before the expiration of the marriage license, which is one year (ARS §25-121 (B)).
· Two witnesses who are also at least eighteen years of age, to participate in the ceremony.
· The marriage license signed by both people being married, the two witnesses to the marriage ceremony, and the person who conducted the marriage, who must return the signed marriage license to the clerk of the superior court for recording (ARS §§25-111, 124, 125).
http://lawforkids.org/marriage 

	No Curfew
	18
	Curfews are often different if you are under or over the age of 16. Each Arizona city sets its own curfew.  Curfews will be different from city to city.  
If you violate curfew you may be ticketed, have to pay a fine, or do community service.  The police may hold you at the police station while a parent or guardian is called and the parent or guardian comes to pick you up.
Your parent or guardian may also be cited for your violation of curfew laws.
(See http://lawforkids.org/curfew for sample curfew laws in your area)


	Disobey authority figures
	18
	Incorrigibility means the breaking of rules or laws that usually don’t apply to adults, behaving in a manner that that could endanger self or others, and refusing to obey the reasonable orders or directions of parents and guardians. Incorrigible actions include missing school, running away, and using tobacco and alcohol (ARS 8-201). There are several possible outcomes for incorrigibility. These include being put on probation, having driving privileges suspended, and paying fines for damages (sometimes called restitution) (ARS 8-323).
http://lawforkids.org/illegal-substances


	Purchase tobacco
	18
	Tobacco products are defined as cigars, cigarettes, or cigarette papers, and smoking or chewing tobacco (ARS 13-3622). So if you are under the age of 18 you should not have any of these items. If you do, you are guilty of an incorrigible act.
http://lawforkids.org/illegal-substances


	Use a commercial tanning bed
	18
	Currently, parents can sign permission slips for minor children to use tanning beds. House Bill 2194, called the Skin Cancer Preventative Act of 2017, would require photo ID to prove a customer is age 18 or older. 

 This bill was approved on a 39 to 19 vote on February 9th 2017. House bill 2194 now goes to the senate for further consideration.

	Ride a motorcycle without a helmet
	18
	Arizona Motorcycle Helmet Law. In Arizona, only those motorcycle operators and riders under 18 must wear a helmet. Additionally, all riders and operators, regardless of age, must wear protective glasses, goggles, or a transparent face shield, unless the bike is equipped with a protective windshield. 
Section 28-964.

	Obtain body piercings, or tattoos
	18
	Tattooing and Body Piercing of a Minor. It is unlawful for anyone to tattoo or pierce a minor under age 18 without the consent of the minor's parent or legal custodian, who must accompany them to the procedure.
13-3721. Tattoos, brands, scarifications and piercings; minors; anesthesia; exception; defense; violation; classification; definitions 


	Carry a gun
	18
	In Arizona, the law states that kids under the age of 18 are not allowed to carry guns (ARS 13-3111). This law also provides some exceptions where kids are allowed to have and use a gun under certain restricted conditions. For example, a kid can carry a gun if he or she is with a parent, grandparent, qualified hunter, safety instructor, or qualified firearms safety instructor as long as there is permission from a parent or guardian. When involved in lawful hunting or shooting events or marksmanship practice, kids between the ages of 14 and 18 are allowed to be in possession of a firearm (ARS 13-3111).
It is against Arizona law to carry a firearm or any deadly weapon on a school campus (ARS 13-3102).
http://lawforkids.org/guns-weapons-2 


	Work without age restrictions
	18
	The child labor provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) are designed to protect the educational opportunities of youths and to prohibit their employment in jobs and under conditions detrimental to their health and wellbeing. The permissible jobs and hours of work, by age, in nonfarm work are as follows:
 
· Ages 18 or older are not subject to restrictions on jobs or hours
· Ages 16 and 17 may perform any job not declared hazardous and are not subject to restrictions on hours.
· Ages 14 and 15 may work outside school hours in various nonmanufacturing, non-mining, nonhazardous if they work (1) outside school hours, (2) no more than 3 hours on a school day , including Fridays, (3) no more than 8 hours on a non-school day (4) no more than 18 hours during a week when school is in session, (5) no more than 40 hours during a week when school is not in session, (6) between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. – except between June 1 and Labor day when the evening hour is extended to 9 p.m.  
http://www.azlawhelp.org/viewquestions.cfm?sc=36&mc=5&qid=4536 


	Be emancipated
	16
	The Arizona Legislature passed a new law that went into effect on August 12, 2005 and allows minors to be emancipated. The law can be found at (A.R.S. §§ 12-2451) through 12-2456. However, emancipation is a very difficult process that few are eligible for. Youth can be emancipated if they meet the following criteria:
· At least 16
· An Arizona resident
· Financially self-sufficient.
· Acknowledges in writing that they have read and understand the rights and obligations of emancipation
http://lawforkids.org/emancipation 



	Enter into a legal contract
	18
	18 (ARS 1-215); at 16 or over may enter into a contract for educational loans (ARS 44-140.01); May also enter into contracts if veteran or married under 18 (ARS 44-131)

	Vote in a public election
	18
	When you turn 18 you have the right to help decide the future of our nation and your community by voting. To vote you must ﬁrst register and also be:
· A citizen of The United States.
· At least 18 on or before the date of the next regular general election following your registration (26th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution) (ARS 16-101).
· A resident of the state for 29 days immediately before the election.
· Not convicted of treason or a felony (unless your civil rights have been restored).
· Able to write your name, unless prevented by physical disability.
· Not adjudicated as an incapacitated person as deﬁned in Arizona Law (ARS 14-5101).
http://lawforkids.org/voting-2 
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“Only When You Are Underage”: Academy
(Upper Middle/High School)
Legal Age:  What’s restricted? Correlations

Civics and Government:
Analyze the significance of the principles and ideas of the Bill of Rights. 
(7 S3C1 PO1a)
Examine the basic political, social responsibilities of citizenship: analyzing public issues and policy making.
(HS S3C4 PO3)

Technology:
Analyze and evaluate information to generate new ideas, processes or products.
(7-12 S1C1PO1)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.3 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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