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“Only When You Are Underage”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Truancy Lesson Plan

Objectives:  Students will…
· Understand the status offense of truancy
· Explore ways to prevent truancy
· Create an incentive program to encourage school attendance

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· A set of different colored sticky notes for each group
· Post ARS Statute 15-802 (see Act. 1 below step 2) and 15-803 (see Act. 2 step 8)
· School Handbook Policy on Truancy and Absence
· Copies for each group of the Criteria for their Attendance Incentive Program (see Act. 3 Step 3)

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Brainstorming Reasons for Education 
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Display or record on the board a copy of the ARS statute for truancy and ask for a volunteer to read it to the class.  Elaborate with a brief discussion explaining that truancies are unexcused absences from school.  Truancies are not a crime but they can have consequences.  Also, share your school’s policy on attendance and truancy and the specific consequences your school administers as stated in the school handbook.

A.R.S. 15-802 states, every child between the ages of six and sixteen years shall attend a school and shall be provided instruction in at least the subjects of reading, grammar, mathematics, social studies and science. The person who has custody of the child shall choose a public, private, charter or home school to provide instruction.

3. Next, instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of benefits or reasons for receiving educational instruction.  Inform the groups that they will have 5 minutes to discuss and record their ideas on the large poster paper and be ready to report out. 
4. Ask one group to share an answer from their list and instruct the rest of the groups to place a check mark next to any similar items on their list.  Rotate to the next group and ask for a different answer.  Instruct the rest of the groups to place a check mark next to any similar items on their list.  Continue rotating around to each group until all the different responses have been given. 
Possible Answers: preparation for college or future employment; provide opportunities to achieve goals/dreams; fulfill skills, aptitudes, talents, etc.; contribute to society/family; increase chance of higher pay with benefits such as retirement, medical, paid vacations, etc. reduce chance of delinquent behavior and unsafe situations
5. Next, remind students that status offenses are actions that are prohibited for minors.  Then, ask the groups to discuss why truancy would be prohibited for minors and not the choice of parents. Rotate around to each group, asking for one response and record it on the board.  
Possible Answers:  civic responsibility to nation’s youth; parental responsibility to provide means of success, independence, stability and civic virtues; provide consequences to prevent unsafe or risky behavior by youth 

Activity 2: Analyzing Scenarios for Truancy
1. Pass out a different colored sticky note pad to each group. Instruct the students to record one reason on each sticky note why they think students miss school.  Each person should use a different sticky note for each of their reasons.  
2. While students are working, post the following signs around the room:
· Events outside of school (ex. family care, lacking transportation)
· School Disconnect (ex. not participating in school activities, does not feel they would be missed)
· Avoidance (ex. teasing/bullying/threats/intimidation, consequences)
· Faulty Beliefs (ex. not missing anything important, not realizing how absences add up)
· Other?
3. Announce to the class the 5 signs around the room and instruct the groups to discuss which sign each of their reasons could fall under.  Instruct the groups to choose a member to post their notes under the agreed upon signs.  
4. Ask for different volunteer from each group to read the notes under one of the signs.  Ask the class to comment on whether they think any of the notes could go under a different sign and explain why.  
5. Next, hand each group the notes from a sign (divide notes from the same sign to accommodate more than 5 groups).
6. Instruct the groups to collaborate and record on their large paper, possible strategies that could be utilized to avoid being truant for each of their reasons. Also include possible ways students can help their truant peers such as asking a peer who is often absent to sit with them during lunch to make them feel more included or not as easy of a target for bullying.
7. Rotate around to each group and give time for presenting the reasons and strategies.  After each group presentation, ask the class for any other strategies that could be utilized.
8. Remind students that truancy can carry consequences to both the student and parent depending on school policy (refer again to student handbook).  If a “habitual truant” student (see ARS below) is referred to juvenile courts, there could be court appearances, fines and time in detention centers with alternative education.  Support to families may be provided in the form of the diversion program consisting of counseling, parenting classes, support groups. (Schools may provide counseling, tutoring programs and support groups for struggling students)

A.R.S. 15-803 states, a child who is habitually truant or who has excessive absences may be adjudicated an incorrigible child as defined in section 8-201. Absences may be considered excessive when the number of absent days exceeds ten percent of the number of required attendance days prescribed in section 15-802, subsection B, paragraph 1

Activity 3:  Develop a School Incentive Program for Attendance
1. Explain to the class that many schools have incentive programs that encourage students to attend school. Instruct students to share with the student next to them, any incentive programs they know of at their school.  Ask for a few volunteers to report out. 
Possible Answers: going to lunch early, participating in class parties, receiving community business coupons
2. Inform the groups they will collaborate with their group members and develop a new attendance incentive program for their school and present to the class.
3. Write on the board or pass out a copy of the following criteria to each group and explain to the groups that their attendance incentive program should answer the following questions:
a. What is the prize?
b. How will the school provide the prize?
c. What amount of school attendance is required to earn the prize? 
d. What forms of school or peer support can be provided to encourage attendance?
4. Allow time for each group to present their program.  After all groups have presented have the class vote on which program is their favorite.  Ask for a few volunteers to explain their vote.  
5. Optional:  Select 2-3 students to take the top 5 ideas and present to the principal or as the facilitator, inform the students that you will take the top 5 ideas that the class voted on, and present to the principal!
*Facilitator Tip: Obtain the principal’s approval prior to step #5

Debrief: Text Support
Write a text message on a sticky note encouraging a peer to be at school. Post the notes on the wall.

Sources:
Enforcing Truancy Laws:
http://education.findlaw.com/student-conduct-and-discipline/enforcing-truancy-laws.html 
ADE Guidelines and Procedures on Excused Absences:
https://www.azed.gov/finance/files/2014/06/updated-ex-1-excused-absences-revised-12-2-2015.pdf
Absences Add Up:
http://www.attendanceworks.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Absenses-Add-Up_090114-1-1.pdf 

Absenteeism Matters:
http://www.kappanonline.org/absenteeism-school-matters/
The High Cost of Truancy:
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/29113012/Truancy-report4.pdf 

Juvenile Probation:
https://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/JuvenileProbation/index.asp 
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“Only When You Are Underage”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Truancy Correlations


[bookmark: _GoBack]Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law…
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)
Compare the adult and juvenile criminal justice systems.
(8 S3C3 PO6)

Key Ideas and Details
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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