[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Story Time with LRE”: Academy
(Elementary:  K-3)
Why so Many Rules? Lesson Plan

Objectives:  Students will understand the reason there are rules and why it is important to respect them.

Materials:
· Cook, Julia and Anita DuFalla. That Rule Doesn’t Apply to Me! Boys Town Press. 2016
· Large poster paper for each group
· Markers for each group
· Extension Activity:  Writing paper and pencils
· Debrief Activity:  A soft object for tossing
Timeframe: 40 Minutes

Activity 1: Think, Pair Share
1. Gather students in the reading center of the classroom.  This is usually a carpeted area where students sit on the floor or in chairs and can all view the story as it is being read to them.
2. Instruct the students to think about what rules they must follow at home. Give students 30 seconds to think silently. After 30 seconds, instruct the students to turn to their shoulder partner and share 3 rules that they must follow at home. 
3. After all students have shared with their shoulder partner, ask various students to share rules they have at home with the whole class.  Record their responses on the board or chart paper.
4. Ask students why they think they have rules at home. Allow students to Think, Pair, Share (Instruct students to think about their response before sharing with a partner, then, choose different volunteers to share aloud).

Activity 2: Reading the Story Aloud
1. Introduce the book:  That Rule Doesn’t Apply to Me! By Julia Cook, illustrated by Anita Dufalla.  
2. Begin reading the story, stopping periodically to ask clarifying questions about what is happening and what the students predict will happen next, utilizing the Think, Pair, Share method.  Discuss any unfamiliar vocabulary words.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity 3:  Illustrating Rules
1. Divide the students into small groups of 3 or 4 students in each and have them sit at a table together.  Provide large poster paper and markers for each group.
2. Write the following three categories on the board:  Class – Recess – Cafeteria.  Brainstorm with the class, 3 rules for each category and write them under the correct category.
3. Next, assign each group a category and a rule from the list.  Instruct the groups to take turns writing down their category title and assigned rule.  Students should also each contribute to an illustration that shows students following their assigned rule.  Groups should also write and/or illustrate who the rule helps and how.  Rotate around to each group, assisting them as needed. 
4. Instruct each group to report out on their category, rule, who it helps and why.  
5. Ask students to vote on the top rule they would like to see implemented in each category. This could be done by giving each student a marker and asking them to put a check next to their top choices in each section, or it could be done as a vote by raising their hands. 
6. Next, instruct each group to create a poster illustrating the top rule from each section that will be hung around the school and/or in their classroom. 

Extended Activity:  
1. Instruct the groups to compare current school rules to what they think should be in place for rules. 
2. Next, instruct the groups to write a letter (the teacher can put the ideas together and write it for the younger grades) to the principal asking him to implement any rules which are not currently in place and give a reason why they should be implemented. This could also be done by creating a petition and having each student of the class sign it. 
3. The class then invites the principal to the class where they will present it to him/her.

Debrief: Toss a soft object to a willing participant and ask them to give a class or school rule, who it helps and how.  That student can pass to another willing student who will share another rule and why.
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