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“Story Time with LRE”: Academy
(Elementary:  K-3)
To Tattle or Not, That is the Question! Lesson Plan

Objectives:  Students will understand the difference between tattling and helping others by reading a story and learn when it is appropriate to tell adults about other’s actions by completing a card sort activity.

Materials:
· Cook, Julia and Anita DuFalla. A Bad Case of Tattle Tongue. National Center for Youth Issues. 2006
· Chart paper (or whiteboard) and markers
· “Don’t Get Tattle Tongue!” handout-one per student
· Crayons/colored pencils/markers for students to draw and color
· Facilitator Guide

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

Activity 1: Bubble Map the Word, “Tattletale”
1. Gather students to the reading center of the room.  This is usually a carpeted area where students sit in chairs or on the floor so they can all see and hear the story.  
2. Write the word, “Tattletale” on a large piece of chart paper or on the class board and circle the word.  Ask students what the word, “Tattletale” means to them.  Allow students 1 minute of quiet “think time”.
3. Instruct the students to share their answer with a partner, then ask for volunteers to share aloud (Think, Pair, Share method). Record their responses in the spaces around the word on the class board or chart paper.  Draw a line from the word/phrases the students shared to the circle around Tattletale. This will create a bubble map for the students to visually make connections to the word. (Tattling is telling on someone to get them into trouble.)
4. Ask the students the following additional questions and discuss their answers, utilizing the “Think, Pair, Share” method:
a. How does it make you feel when someone tattles on you?
b. Why do you think others tattle?
c. Is it ever okay to tattle? When? Why?

Activity 2: Reading the Story Aloud
1. Introduce the book:  A Bad Case of Tattle Tongue by Julia Cook, illustrated by Anita Dufalla.  
2. Begin reading the story, stopping periodically to ask clarifying questions about what is happening and what the students predict will happen next, utilizing the “Think, Pair, Share” method.  Discuss any unfamiliar vocabulary words.

Activity 3:  
1. Divide the students into small groups of 3 or 4 students in each. Provide each student with the handout:  Don’t Get Tattle Tongue! And colors and pencils. Guide students with filling out the Rules. (See pages 20-24; you may notice a misprint on pg. 24, the M.Y.O.B. rule should be #4 not #3.  You may want to make a separate poster, containing the rules and meaning from page 21-24.)
2. Next, instruct the students to draw a picture of what they think a tattle tongue looks like in the box at the top of their handout.
3. Once students are done with their drawing, they will use the handout to complete the following activity. 
4. Read the scenarios from the Facilitator Guide to the whole group and have students stand up if they should tell or stay seated if they should not tell. Discuss with the students, which rule applies and why.
Debrief:  Ask the students to repeat the rules after you, then ask for volunteers to read or recite a rule and explain what it means.  



Don’t Get Tattle Tongue!
In the box below, draw and color a picture of what you think Tattle Tongue looks like.

















Follow these Tattle Rules!

Rule #1 _____________________________________________________________________________
Which means: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rule #2 _____________________________________________________________________________
Which means: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rule #3 _____________________________________________________________________________
Which means: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rule #4 _____________________________________________________________________________
Which means:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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“Story Time with LRE”: Academy
(Elementary:  K-3)
To Tattle or Not, That is the Question! 

To Tattle or Not, That is the Question! – Facilitator Guide
In art class, Billy sees Marco take Julia’s paints without asking. Should Billy tell the teacher about Marco?
[bookmark: _GoBack]#1 Be a Danger Ranger-stealing hurts others; reporting a crime is the right thing to do.  You want your peers to learn from their mistakes and not embarrass them, see if you can quietly let the teacher know what you saw. The teacher can help Billy learn not to steal.

When taking a test, Julia notices Robert looking at her paper and copying answers. Should Julia tell the teacher about Robert?
#2 Be a Problem Solver-politely ask Robert to keep his eyes on his own paper if he continues, inform the teacher after the test is over.  Focus on doing a good job on the test first.  Copying answers from someone else without their permission is stealing.  Follow instructions when asked to do your own work. When you call other’s people work your own you are stealing from them.

At lunch, Juan hears Marissa and Nicole talking about how they are going to push Nancy off the swing set during recess. Should Juan tell the teacher about Marissa and Nicole?	
#1 Be a Danger Ranger-warn someone.

Abe is in line to use the swings at recess. Another student cuts in front of him. Should Abe tell the teacher?
#2 Be a Problem Solver- politely remind the one cutting of the playground rules.  If he continues to cut in front of you, report to the teacher or playground monitor.
 
Lisa sees a student steal money from the teacher’s desk while the teacher was not looking. Should Lisa tell the teacher what she saw? 
#1 Be a Danger Ranger-stealing hurts others; reporting a crime is the right thing to do.  You want your peers to learn from their mistakes and not embarrass them, see if you can quietly let the teacher know what you saw. The teacher can help the student learn not to steal.

Ahmed watches two boys on the playground tease a girl. Should he tell the teacher? 
#3 Now or Later-Ask yourself If the girl is teasing back or seems to enjoy the teasing or is she getting upset.  You can ask her if she is okay.  If she is upset you can help make her feel better by inviting her to join you and your friends.  If you notice that she is repeatedly being teased and doesn’t like it, you can help her tell the teacher or tell the teacher for her.

Jennifer sees Trisha throw paper on the floor instead of putting it in the trash can. Should Jennifer tell the teacher? 
#4 Mind Your Own Business-It does not involve you and no one is in danger; set a good example by picking up trash and throwing it in the trashcan.	

While walking down the hall, Luis sees another boy pull the fire alarm. Should he tell the teacher who he saw pull the alarm?
#1 Be a Danger Ranger-fire alarms are meant to keep everyone safe in case of a real fire.  Report it to the teacher so the student can learn not to upset others with false alarms.

Ann Marie see a student at recess sneak a piece of candy from her pocket and eat it, which is against school rules. Should she tell the teacher?	
#4 Mind Your Own Business-It does not involve you and no one is in danger; set a good example by following the school rules.

Your teacher is working with another student, when Amina, took one of your crayons.  Should you tell the teacher?
#3 Now or Later-Use another crayon until the teacher has time to talk with you.
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