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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk84924572]Freedom of the Press: Can I Print That at School? Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will be able to…
· [bookmark: _Hlk84924591]identify rights protected by the First Amendment.
· understand the intent of free press protections.
· determine the limits of free press at school.

Protective Factors: Critical Reasoning Skills
Social Emotional Learning Competency: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· [bookmark: _Hlk84588114]Spectrum student newspaper image: https://billofrightsinstitute.org/activities/documents-to-examine-a-k-hazelwood-v-kuhlmeier-1988 Document C or http://studentfreespeechrights.weebly.com/hazelwood-school-district-v-kuhlmeier.html Doc C or optional: print off a few copies for each group
· Facts and Case Summary- Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier article: https://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/facts-and-case-summary-hazelwood-v-kuhlmeier -a few copies per group
· Graphic Organizer see pg. 4-1 per group

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. Divide students into small groups of 4 or 5 students each.  
2. Remind students that in the Tinker V. Des Moines” Supreme Court Case, the Supreme Court ruled that students do not "shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or expression at the schoolhouse gate."[footnoteRef:1] This case is an important “benchmark” or “landmark” case. It sets a precedence for how similar cases might be ruled.   [1:  https://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/facts-and-case-summary-tinker-v-des-moines ] 

2. Instruct students to brainstorm with you ways they can display freedom of speech or expression at school. Students can call out ideas as you record them on the class board.
Possible Responses: give opinions during lessons, discuss with peers, write articles or commentaries in the school newspaper or letter, post personal opinions or information on social media, choices with hairstyle, clothing, uniform combinations, food choices, school activities to join, electives to take, friends, wear armbands, buttons, or ribbons, etc. 
3. Next, display the image of the May 1983 issue of the Hazelwood East High School student newspaper, the Spectrum: https://billofrightsinstitute.org/activities/documents-to-examine-a-k-hazelwood-v-kuhlmeier-1988 Document C or http://studentfreespeechrights.weebly.com/hazelwood-school-district-v-kuhlmeier.html Doc C, for all students to see. (Optional: Print copies for each group.)
4. Allow students about one minute to look over the image. Then ask students to share their observations with their group. Call on each group to share one or two observations from their group. 
Suggested Prompt Questions:
· “What is this an image of? 
· What kinds of stories are highlighted? 
· How does this image represent freedom of speech?” 

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
5. [bookmark: _Hlk84591113][bookmark: _Hlk84587947]Provide each group copies of the Facts and Case Summary- Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier article: https://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/facts-and-case-summary-hazelwood-v-kuhlmeier. Also provide each group a copy of the Graphic Organizer (see pg. 4
6. Instruct groups to take turns reading the article and collaborating to respond to the questions. Each group should choose a recorder and a reporter. 
7. Call on each group reporter to briefly report out on one question from the Graphic Organizer.
8. Next, explain that students will now participate in a Socratic Seminar. Display the following norms so the whole class can see for Socratic Seminars and call on volunteers to read one bulleted item. Ask students if there are any other norms they think should be followed for this activity.
· Talk to each other, not just to the discussion leader or teacher.
· Refer to evidence from the text to support your ideas.
· Ask questions if you do not understand what someone has said, or you can paraphrase what another student has said for clarification (“I think you said this; is that right?”).
· Pay attention to your “airtime” -how much you have spoken in relation to other students.
· Don’t interrupt others.
· Other??
9. (More tips can be found at https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/socratic-seminar
10. With students’ help, organize the classroom with seats arranged in one large circle where students can sit facing in. 
11. Explain that each group will be asked to respond to a question. The rest of the class will ask questions for the purpose of understanding more deeply what the author was trying to express in the text, not to debate or prove a point. 
12. Now, call on the first group and ask Question #1 from the list below. Allow 3 minutes of dialogue among students before proceeding to the next group and question. Ask the audience to cheer or say something encouraging when the presenting group is finished. 
1) Do you believe the students’ First Amendment rights were violated?
2) Do you agree with the final decision of this court case?
3) In what other ways could this situation have been handled prior to the students and school going to court?
4) Do you think a school administrator should be allowed to limit what is said in a school newspaper?  Why or why not? What about other forms of free speech on school campuses? (Refer back to brainstorm) 	
5) Considering the outcome of this case, would a school be able to censor an off-campus student publication?
6) How was a “public forum” defined in this case and why is it important to the First Amendment’s freedom of press?
7) How are the First Amendment rights of students in public schools not necessarily equal to those of adults outside of schools?

Lesson Closure:  
13. With students’ help, move desks back to the normal classroom positions.
14. Instruct students to respond to the following question in their Reflection Journal: “Why is this case significant for students today?” 
15. Call on a few volunteers to share their response.
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Student Expression on Campus Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of the Press: Can I print that at school?  
Graphic Organizer for Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier (1988)

	Background (who, what, when, where):






	Issue:





	Arguments for Cathy Kuhlmeier and two other students:





	Arguments for Principal Reynolds and Hazelwood East High School:

	Court Case Sequence of Events:

	Final Decision and Outcome:
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“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of the Press: Can I Print That at School? 
Correlations
Standards (6th-12th):

English Language Arts (anchor standards)
• RI.1: Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
• RI.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.
• RI.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
• RI.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
• RI.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
• W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
• W.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.
• W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
• SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
• SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	
History and Social Science (anchor standards)
•  SP2: Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a given event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
•  SP3: Historians and Social Scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to develop claims and answer historical, economic, geographical, and political questions and communicate their conclusions.
•  C2:  Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities.
•  C3:  An understanding of civic and political institutions in society and the principles these institutions are intended to reflect including knowledge about law, politics, and government are essential to effective citizenship.
•  C4:  Process, rules, and laws direct how individuals are governed and how society addresses problems.
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