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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk84924654]Freedom of Religion: What Rights are Protected at School? Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk84924665]identify rights protected by the First Amendment.
· understand the intent of the First Amendment’s freedom of religion.  
· distinguish student rights at school protected by the two clauses of religious freedom.    

Protective Factor: Critical Reasoning Skills
Social Emotional Learning Competency: Decision-Making Skills

Materials:
· “Religious Composition of Adults in Arizona.” https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/state/arizona/ displayed on a projector screen or print copies for each group
· Scenarios Handout pg. 4-copies for half of the students
· Court Cases Handout pg. 5-copies for the other half of students
· Keys pgs. 6-7
· Student Personal Reflection Journals

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk85559397]Divide students into small groups of 4 or 5 students each.  
2. [bookmark: _Hlk84589621]Display the chart “Religious Composition of Adults in Arizona.” https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/state/arizona/ on a projector screen or provide copies for each group.
3. Allow for students to individually look over the chart and note three fact-based observations. Fact-based meaning no opinions, self-insertions, or attempts to correlate the info to any meaning. For example, Christianity is the largest cited religious group but is composed of several religions, Jewish is the largest non-Christian religious group, almost a third do not adhere to any kind of religion, etc.
4. Instruct students to discuss their observations with their group. Then call on volunteers from each group to report on one or two ideas from their group. Record ideas on the class board for all students to see.  
5. Point out that although some of the percentages are small, they are based upon roughly 6.75 million Arizona residents (circa 2014 when the survey was conducted). For example, the 2% who practice Judaism account for about 135,000 people. Also, the 27% who cite not adhering to any kind of religion account for 1,822,500 people. 
6. Next display the First Amendment language on a large poster or projector screen so all students can see it. Call on a volunteer to read it to the class.

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.”

7. Instruct students to discuss protections the First Amendment grants for freedom of religion with their group. Call on a few volunteers to share ideas from their group.  
8. Specifically highlight the two freedom of religion clauses for this lesson, explaining:
1) make no law respecting an establishment of religion
The Establishment Clause means the government cannot endorse nor disallow a specific religion or religious practice, or position one religion to appear better than other(s)
2)  or prohibiting the free exercise thereof  
The Free Exercise Clause means the government cannot prohibit the practice of one’s religion or religious beliefs (unless the religion or religious beliefs contradict other laws like human sacrifice!) 
	
Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
9. Now inform students they are going to explore religious freedoms and the anti-establishment of religion in schools. Students will collaborate with their group to discuss either a scenario or court case on the topic. Then, new groups will be formed with matching members from both assignments to compare findings. 
10. Provide each member of half of the groups in the classroom a copy of the Scenarios Handout (See pg. 4) to half of the groups. Assign each of these groups one different scenario from the handout.
11. Instruct these groups to choose a volunteer to read their assigned scenario to the group, then, collaborate as a group to discuss the responses but each member should record the group’s ideas on their own copy of the handout. As a group highlight and discus any violations against freedom of and from religion in school. 
12. Provide each member of the other half of the groups in the classroom a copy of the Court Cases Handout (see pg. 5). Assign each of these groups one case from the handout. 
13. Instruct these groups to research their assigned court case and discuss the key details. Each member of the group should record the group’s ideas on their own copy of the handout. 

If Students Have Access to Laptops or Chrome Books with Internet Access:
· Instruct the groups assigned court cases to use the suggested research sites found on the handout or other reliable source.
If Students Do Not have Access to Internet:
· Print a copy of each court case from the links on the handout. 
· Provide a few copies of the matching case to the group assigned that case.
14. Next, re-sort the students so that a member from the court case is correctly matched with a member from the scenarios to make teams of 2. (See Answer Keys pgs. 6-7) for scenarios to correctly match group members. (1-F; 2-H; 3-B; 4-E; 5-A; 6-G; 7-D; & 8-C)
15. Inform newly formed teams that they will find a place to sit in the room to share their findings then allow time for the other partner to do the same. Remind students to be brief and to the point to allow both partnerships to share. 
16. Now, instruct students to move back to their original groups. Using the Answer Key (See pgs. 6-7), call out each one and instruct the students assigned to share in reporting out their findings. 
Lesson Closure:  
17. Instruct students to record their response to the following question in their Reflection Journal: What do your peers need to know about freedom of and from religion in school? 
18. Call on a few volunteers to share their response.  
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Student Expression on Campus Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Religion: What Rights are protected at School? 
[bookmark: _Hlk85038139](These scenarios pertain to public K-12 schools)

Scenarios Handout
	1. Jamal’s high school begins each school day with the reading of Bible verses by teachers and other students.

Issue:

	2. As Sam was signing up for next semester’s classes, he noticed one elective option was for a class on studying the Torah, the holy book of the Hebrew Bible.

Issue: 



	3. Hiromi and friends want to start a religious club that meets after school on campus. When asking for the club application, Hiromi’s principal said no.

Issue: 

	4. Amira wears a hijab to recognize her Muslim religion. Her school told her that wearing the hijab was against the school’s dress code. She was given the choice of suspension or removal of the hijab.

Issue: 




	5. Brian’s state governor passed a law allowing public tax dollars to be given to local religious schools to help pay for textbooks and teachers’ salaries.

Issue: 


	6. Kelsey’s school recites the Pledge of Allegiance each morning. Afterwards, the teacher leads the class in reading a nondenominational prayer.

Issue: 


	7. Mikayla’s high school graduation is next week. Looking over the program, Mikayla sees a local church leader listed to lead a prayer before the graduation ceremony.

Issue: 

	8. Maria just began attending a new middle school. As she rotated through her classes on her schedule, she noticed every classroom had a copy of the Ten Commandments displayed.

Issue:
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Student Expression on Campus Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Religion: What Rights are protected at School? 
Court Cases Handout

Suggested Sites for research: 
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2021
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/403/602  

Directions: Research each court case and write a brief overview of the case and the decision.
	A. Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971)



	B. Westside Community Schools v. Mergens (1990)




	C. Stone v. Graham (1980)



	D. Lee v. Weisman (1992)



	E. Hearn & U.S. v. Muskogee Public Schools (2004)




	F. Abington v. Schempp (1963)




	G. Engel v. Vitale (1962)



	H. McCollum v.  Board of Education (1948)
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Student Expression on Campus Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Religion: What Rights are protected at School? 
Answer Key for Scenarios 
(These scenarios pertain to public K-12 schools)

	1. Jamal’s high school begins each school day with the reading of Bible verses by teachers and other students.

Issue: Bible verses cannot be read over the announcements. Public schools cannot favor a specific religion nor force a specific religion onto others.

*Case: Abington v. Schempp (1963)
	2. As Sam was signing up for next semester’s classes, he noticed one elective option was for a class on studying the Torah, the holy book of the Hebrew Bible.

Issue: Public schools cannot offer religious instruction during school hours on school property. This shows a favoritism to certain religions over others.

*Case: McCollum v. Board of Education (1948)


	3. Hiromi and friends want to start a religious club that meets after school on campus. When asking for the club application, Hiromi’s principal said no.

Issue: Because the school allows other non-school curriculum groups to meet after school on campus, religious based clubs cannot be denied the same.

*Case: Westside Community Schools v. Mergens (1990)

	4. Amira wears a hijab to recognize her Muslim religion. Her school told her that wearing the hijab was against the school’s dress code. She was given the choice of suspension or removal of the hijab.

Issue: A school’s dress code cannot prevent a student from expressing religious belief(s).

*Case: Hearn & U.S. v. Muskogee Public Schools (2004)

	5. Brian’s state governor passed a law allowing public tax dollars to be given to local religious schools to help pay for textbooks and teachers’ salaries.

Issue: Public dollars cannot be allocated for religious schools. Schools and government cannot be entangled. (This case set precedent for others!)

*Case: Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971)

	6. Kelsey’s school recites the Pledge of Allegiance each morning. Afterwards, the teacher leads the class in reading a nondenominational prayer.

Issue: Public schools cannot support the reciting of any type of prayer in schools. Schools also cannot favor a specific religion nor force a specific religion onto others

*Case: Engel v. Vitale (1962)

	7. Mikayla’s high school graduation is next week. Looking over the program, Mikayla sees a local church leader listed to lead a prayer before the graduation ceremony.

Issue: This is a violation against prayer in public schools Even outside religious figures are being given permission by the school to lead the students and community members in a religious exercise.

*Case: Lee v. Weisman (1992)

	8. Maria just began attending a new middle school. As she rotated through her classes on the schedule, she noticed every classroom had a copy of the Ten Commandments displayed.

Issue: Public schools cannot provide support for or highlight one religion over another.

*Case: Stone v. Graham (1980)




*Matching Case
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Student Expression on Campus Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Religion: What Rights are protected at School? 
Answer Key for Court Cases
	A. Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971)
A state law allowed for religious schools to receive public dollars of state funding to pay for textbooks and teacher salaries. The Court struck down this case as a violation of the Establishment Clause and entanglement with religion.

**Scenario: #5
	B. Westside Community Schools v. Mergens (1990)
When a group of students wanted to start a religious after school club on campus, the school said no. The Court ruled that if the public schools allowed other student groups to meet during non-instructional time, a student religious group should be granted the same permission

**Scenario: #3

	C. Stone v. Graham (1980)
A state law required all classrooms to display a copy of the Ten Commandments. Because a law had been passed requiring this, the Court struck down this case citing the state’s official support for one, particular religion.

**Scenario: #8
	D. Lee v. Weisman (1992)
A public school wanted to have a religious clergy-led prayer take place at the graduation, however, the Court ruled this was create a state and school sponsored religious exercise in violation of the Establishment Clause.

**Scenario: #7

	E. Hearn & U.S. v. Muskogee Public Schools (2004)
A Muslim girl who wore a hijab to school was told she could not wear the hijab since it went against the public school’s dress code. The U.S. Civil Rights Division assisted with the Court ruling to modify the school’s dress code policy so the girl could wear her hijab.

**Scenario: #4
	F. Abington v. Schempp (1963)
A public school began each school day by opening with reading Bible verses. Both teachers and students participated in the readings. The Court ruled this to violate the Establishment Clause since it favored one religion over others.

**Scenario: #1

	G. Engel v. Vitale (1962)
As part of morning announcements, students and teachers would recite a school-provided prayer for the students to listen to or join in. The Court ruled that the public school-sponsored prayer was unconstitutional because it violated the Establishment Clause.

**Scenario: #6
	H. McCollum v.  Board of Education (1948)
A public school allowed for a religious class taught by religious community members to take place on campus during instructional hours. The Court ruled this to be in violation of the Establishment Clause by giving preference to certain religions.

**Scenario: #2


**Matching Scenario
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“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Freedom of Religion: What Rights are Protected at School? 
Correlations
Standards (6th-12th):

English Language Arts (anchor standards)
• RI.1: Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
• RI.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.
• RI.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
•  RI.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
• RI.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
• RI.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
• W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
• W.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.
• W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
• SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
• SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
• L.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
• L.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

History and Social Science (anchor standards)
•  SP2: Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a given event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
•  SP3: Historians and Social Scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to develop claims and answer historical, economic, geographical, and political questions and communicate their conclusions.
• SP4:  Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to analyze relationships among causes and effects and to create and support arguments using relevant evidence.
•  C1:  Civic virtues and democratic principles are key components of the American political system. 
•  C2:  Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities.
•  C3:  An understanding of civic and political institutions in society and the principles these institutions are intended to reflect including knowledge about law, politics, and government are essential to effective citizenship.
	
Educational Technology (concept standards)
• Strand 1, Concept 1: Use technology to generate knowledge and new ideas.
• Strand 2, Concept 1: Communicate and collaborate with others employing a variety of digitals environments and media. 
• Strand 2, Concept 2: Contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.
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