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“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk84925372][bookmark: _Hlk84324352]Respectfully Petitioning at School Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk84925163]understand the term “petition” and how it may apply to school life.
· learn possible outcomes for actions taken when expressing discontent.
· collaborate with peers to plan a mock petition to a school board.

Protective Factors: Connection to School
Social Emotional Learning Competencies: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Pros and Cons Activity Sheet see pg. 4-1 per group
· Facilitator Guide see pgs. 5-6
· Organizing Your Petition activity sheet see pg. 7-1 per group

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk85566562]Divide students into small groups of 4 or 5 students each. Provide each group large poster paper and markers.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk85566640]Display the First Amendment Excerpt for the whole class to see.
“Congress shall make no law . . . abridging . . . the right of the people peaceably to assembly, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.”

3. Explain that a petition is a formal, written request from a collective group to those in authority. The purpose for “petitioning the government” is to bring attention to problems and possible solutions.
4. Instruct students to call out, examples of how to petition the government. Record examples on the class board. 
Possible Responses: lobbying, internet petitions, organization letters, surveys, etc. 
5. Explain that this lesson will focus on petitioning their local government at school, that is, the school board.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
6. Share with students the following scenario: A school fight breaks out at lunch. Some students gather to watch the fight, while others go get help. Two of the students who stayed to watch the fight recorded the fight on their cell phones and upload it anonymously on social media. The school’s administrators break-up the fight and deal with the students fighting and disperse the crowd, telling everyone to go to their next class. The school board decides to cancel the school dance scheduled for the upcoming Friday night. Many students feel upset about the decision to cancel the dance.
7. Display the following list of possible responses on a large poster or projector screen for the whole class to see. Review each one briefly. Don’t care, wasn’t planning on going to the dance anyway.
A. Upset but don’t think there is anything they can do about it.
B. React by joining others with vandalizing school property.
C. Express their opinions on social media.
D. Start a petition, voicing their feelings of unjust treatment and present it to the school board.
E. Organize a “Walk-out” in protest during school hours.
F. Write an editorial for the school newspaper.
G. Then, ask students to share any other possible ways students may respond.
8. Instruct groups to list possible ways students may respond to each one on their large poster paper. Call out each one and ask a group volunteer to share their group’s ideas. Continue with each example, asking a different group to volunteer each time.
8. Provide a copy of the Pros and Cons Activity Sheet (see pg. 4) to each group and briefly review. 
9. Explain that each group will use the responses to the example they reported out on in Step 7. As a group they are to collaborate to list at least 3 possible pros and at least 3 possible cons on their large poster paper, if students took that action. Groups are to choose a reporter to present their group’s ideas to the class.
10. Call on each group to report out and instruct the audience to listen to each group’s presentation and determine which one they think is the most effective way to right a possible injustice. (See Facilitator Guide)
11. Provide each group with a copy of the Organizing Your Petition (see pg. 7) activity sheet. Explain to students that in this scenario, petitioning the school board may be a positive way to be heard and bring change. Effective communication is an important skill when motivating others to listen to your ideas and opinions, especially when you want them to move to action. 
12. Instruct groups to collaborate to organize a petition to the school board, requesting the school dances be reinstated.
13. Groups should choose a recorder to write the group’s ideas on the activity sheet and a reporter.
14. Call on each group reporter to share one portion of the activity sheet responses with the class. 
15. Next, instruct the groups to discuss possible ineffective ways to petition to a school board that may hinder receiving support.
16. Call on each group volunteer to share a response.

Lesson Closure:  
17. Instruct the students to share with their group something you would like the school board to change or keep in place to maintain a positive school experience.
18. Call on volunteers to briefly share their idea and how respectfully petitioning the school board may bring a positive change to school life for others. 
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“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Respectfully Petitioning at School 
Pros and Cons Activity Sheet



Assigned Action: _________________________________

Directions: Collaborate with your group to list at least 3 possible pros and at least 3 possible cons if students took that action.

Pros:





Cons:
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“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Respectfully Petitioning at School
Facilitator Guide


A. Don’t care, wasn’t planning on going to the dance anyway.
Pros: not personally affected, no additional action needed, not involved
Cons: may miss a positive experience, missed opportunity to make a difference for others, missed opportunity to practice civic engagement

B. Upset but don’t think there is anything they can do about it.
Pros: experiencing disappointment may move you to act or express your feelings, may create curiosity of what can be done, cause you to question
Cons: not taking action to resolve, unresolved emotions may be displayed in unrelated situations that could negatively affect relationships, sense of feeling powerless

C. React by joining others with vandalizing school property.
Pros: may feel good at the time, may feel a sense of unity, may feel that you showed your upset
Cons: may experience consequences if caught, receive a reputation for negative behaviors, create more consequences for peers
Laws violated: 
· 13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification; definitions
· 13-1602. Criminal damage; classification

D. Express their opinions on social media.
Pros: able to express emotions, receive support from others who feel the same, receive differences of opinions to see other points of view
Cons: may prompt mean or inappropriate comments towards school, staff, administrators, governing board, may move others to act in negative ways, nothing may change

E. Start a petition, voicing their feelings of unjust treatment and present it to the school board.
Pros: positive opportunity to unite with others that feel the same, opportunity to have your voice heard by a governing body, opportunity for change from those who have power to change the situation
Cons: may receive ridicule by opposing voices, nothing may change, may feel intimidating petitioning a governing body of adults

F. Organize a “Walk-out” in protest during school hours.
Pros: may feel good at the time, may feel supported or accepted by peers who join your protest, may get media attention
Cons: may receive consequences for leaving school grounds, skipping class, and disobeying school rules to keep students safe on campus, may put you and your peers in danger in an unsanctioned activity during school hours, peers may be joining not because they believe in the cause but want to ditch school
Laws violated:
· 13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification; definitions
· 15-803. School attendance; exemptions; definitions

G. Write an editorial for the school newspaper.
Pros: opportunity to express your opinion on an appropriate forum, may receive supportive comments and reactions from peers, may cause administrators or school board members to reconsider their decision
Cons: may not move anyone to action, may not bring about change, may not get printed
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“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Respectfully Petitioning at School 
Organizing Your Petition
Activity Sheet


Scenario:
A school fight breaks out at lunch. Some students gather to watch the fight, while others go get help. Two of the students who stayed to watch the fight recorded the fight on their phones and upload it anonymously on social media. The school’s administrators break-up the fight and deal with the students fighting and disperse the crowd, telling everyone to go to their next class. The school board decides to cancel the school dance scheduled for the upcoming Friday night. Many students feel upset about the decision to cancel the dance.

You have decided to start a school petition and present to the school board.
 

1. Who are you representing:


2. State your request:


3. Who would this request benefit?


4. How would this request, if granted, improve student life?


5. What suggestions do you have to address the reason the school dance was cancelled?


6. What steps will you take to prevent school disruptions while planning and executing your petition?




[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Student Expression on Campus” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Respectfully Petitioning at School 
Correlations
Standards (6th-12th):

English Language Arts (anchor standards)
• RI.1: Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
• RI.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.
• RI.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
• RI.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
• W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
• W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
• W.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
• W.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.
• W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
• SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
• SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
• L.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
• L.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

History and Social Science (anchor standards)
•  SP2: Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a given event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
•  C1:  Civic virtues and democratic principles are key components of the American political system. 
•  C2:  Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities.
•  C3:  An understanding of civic and political institutions in society and the principles these institutions are intended to reflect including knowledge about law, politics, and government are essential to effective citizenship.
•  C4:  Process, rules, and laws direct how individuals are governed and how society addresses problems.
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